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USO elects new chairwoman.

Philanthropist Darlene Marcos Shiley was elected chairwoman of the
University of San D\ego'~ board of tniste~, effective July 1, USD
President Mary E. Lyons announced Monday.
Lyons also announced the election of four new board members who
will begin their positions July 1. New board members are: Richard ·K.
Davis, president and CEO of U.S. Bancorp; Margarita "Maggie"
Hernandez, a USD alumna; John T. Redmond, president and CEO of
MGM Grand Resorts; and David H. Shaffer, a former executive vice
president at The Thomson Corp.
Incoming chairwoman Shiley has served on USD's board since 1990;
and has received awards for commitment to medical research, arts, education and community. Source Code: 20070702C2Cl
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San Diego Daily Transcript News Story

Monday, July 02, 2007
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USD elects new Board of Trustees chairwoman, four board
By DIANA SAMUELS, The Daily Transcript
Monday, July 2, 2007

Philanthropist Darlene Marcos Shiley was elected chairwoman of the University of San Diego s Board of
Trustees, effective July 1, USO President Mary E. Lyons announced Monday.
Lyons also announced the election of four new board members who will begin their positions July 1. New board
members are: Richard K. Davis, president and CEO of U.S. Bancorp; Margarita "Maggie" Hernandez, a USO
alumna ; John T. Redmond, president and CEO of MGM Grand Resorts; and David H. Shaffer, a former
executive vice president at The Thomson Corp .
Incoming chairwoman Shiley has served on USD's board since 1990 and has received awards for commitment
to medical research , arts, education and community.
"We are extremely grateful to have the leadership and guidance of such a distinguished individual whose
tireless dedication to our university has helped guide our progress for more than 17 years," Lyons said . "During
this time, USO has become stronger financially and academically. Darlene Shiley's avid support of USO has
contributed significantly to improvements in our science and arts programs. Now as chair, her reach and
influence will know no boundaries. We look forward to her daily involvement in guiding USO to further our
progress in achieving our strategic and financial goals."
Shiley and her husband, medical inventor Donald P. Shiley, gave $10 million toward building the university's
Donald P. Shiley Center for Science and Technology, which opened in the fall of 2003.
Another large donation funded renovations to the 650-seat Shiley Theatre, where USO later held the 1996
presidential debate between former President Bill Clinton and Senator Bob Dole.
"My husband Donald and I believe that when you find something you care about, you should do all you can to
strengthen it so that others can benefit," Shiley said . "We both have a long relationship with science, technology
and education and have great appreciation for the work USO has done to educate tomorrow's leaders and make
dramatic changes in our world ."
As chair of the Board of Trustees , Shiley will be responsible for guiding 40 fellow board members as they direct
long-range strategic planning , approve institutional budgets , manage the university's endowment, supervise
educational programs , lead fundraising efforts, and establish tuition and fee schedules.
Shiley graduated cum laude from San Jose State University with a degree in theater arts. Her passion for
theatrical arts led to the couple's contributing $1 million to endow two USO Master of Fine Arts in Dramatic Arts
scholarships. In 2000, the Shileys were awarded Presidential Honors from USO, in recognition of philanthropic
gifts and long-term involvement with the university.
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Darlene Shiley has been el...,..~ ,..,
of the University of San Diego oard of
trustees. Shiley has served on the board
since 1990, and has contributed to USD's
capital projects and programs.
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Daily Business Report
July 3, 2007
EDUCATION
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Darlene Marcos Shiley, philanthropist and community leader, has been elected chair ofUSD s board
of trrustees. Shiley, the recipient of local, regional and national honors for contributions to medical
research, has been on the board since 1990. Other newly elected members of the board are Richard
K. Davis, president and CEO of U.S. Bancorp; Margarita Hernandez, a resident of Pasadena and
higher education advocate; John T. Redmond, president and CEO of MGM Grand Resorts; and
David H. Shaffer, former executive with The Thomson Corp. in Connecticut.
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9NEWS
San Diego Border Fence Proceeds Slowly
Slow Pace of Border Fence Project in San Diego Raises Questions About Larger White House
Plan
By ELLIOT SPAGAT

The Associated Press
SAN DIEGO
Bulldozers are rolling again on the U.S .-Mexico border, moving hundreds of tons of dirt to make way
for a 16-foot steel fence in an area that once was the most popular crossing for illegal immigrants.
But before the construction resumed recently, the 14-mile project in San Diego was stalled for years by
legal challenges from environmentalists, budget problems and difficulties buying land. Those delays are
now raising doubts about a government plan to extend fencing to 370 miles of the Mexican border.
The Bush administration, under pressure to tighten border security, wants all 370 miles done by the end
of next year.
"If past experience is any guide, it will cost a lot more than anyone expected and take a lot longer than
anyone is talking about right now," said David Shirk, director of the University of San Diego's TransBorder Institute, which studies border issues.
The Homeland Security Department has yet to say where it will build fences in California, Arizona and
New Mexico. And the only proposal made public so far for Texas drew immediate criticism and is being
reworked. Opponents worried it would limit access to the Rio Grande, damage the environment and
infuriate Mexicans who cross the border to shop and visit.
The 1,952-mile border stretches over sensitive terrain, including two national wildlife refuges in
Arizona. And negotiations for land owned by scores of ranchers and Indian tribes may be challenging.
Democratic Rep. Silvestre Reyes of Texas predicted the construction of so much fencing will be a "huge
problem," noting opposition among many residents and even some Border Patrol field leaders who
would prefer the money be spent on manpower and equipment.
The San Diego fence, tilted 45 degrees at the top to deter climbers, starts at the coastline and stretches
14 miles inland. Construction began in 1996, and there are still five miles to go.
Until the mid-1990s, illegal immigrants had crossed in droves. They would slip across the border and
huddle on U.S . soil as the handful of Border Patrol agents assigned to the area watched from a distance.
When night fell, they ran for it.
"It was a never-ending battle, and we were losing very badly," said Don McDermott, a Border Patrol

http ://abcnews.go .com/print?id=33 76199
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supervisor who worked the area in the 1980s.
The nine miles of fencing completed so far have had a dramatic impact, along with more manpower and
stadium lighting. Arrests are way down in San Diego, but traffic shifted to Arizona deserts.
Those people who do make it across are increasingly desperate. More immigrants are attempting to
swim across the border or crawl through crude tunnels, said Raleigh Leonard, supervisor of the Border
Patrol's Imperial Beach station.
The final five miles of fencing in San Diego will cover some of the most rugged terrain and most
sensitive habitats on the border. For example, to fill an area called "Smuggler's Gulch," crews are
expected to move nearly 3 million tons of dirt enough to fill about 100,000 giant dump trucks.
Border Patrol officials say they need a fence in the gulch because its urban surroundings give agents
limited time to catch people before they melt into the local population.
But environmentalists worry that shifting dirt will spill north into a federally protected estuary,
disrupting a key stopover for more than 370 species of migratory and native birds.
A 2005 law giving the federal government authority to waive all rules prohibiting fence construction
prompted a judge to dismiss a legal challenge to the San Diego fence. The law should help smooth the
way elsewhere along the border, too.
Homeland Security spokesman Brad Benson said the agency wants to be a good environmental steward
and will favor a "virtual fence" of sensors, radar and cameras in remote, environmentally sensitive areas
and on tribal lands.
The government believes it can finish the 3 70 miles of fence on time and hopes to avoid the kind of
pitfalls that delayed work in San Diego, Benson said. He said Congress has appropriated enough money
$1 billion for fencing and other infrastructure to complete the project and that, unlike San Diego, the
terrain will not be such a hindrance.
"Most of what we'll build is out in flat d
Within the next few weeks, Benson s
mile San Diego fence and then solici
meetings this week along the border

nd it's not that hard to do," he said.
agency will put final touches on plans to complete the 14uction bids. Homeland Security also began a series of public
uss the agency's plans to extend the fence to 370 miles.

Shirk, of the University of San Diego J'rans-Border Institute, remains skeptical: "It's a really, really big
project that won't go so quickly."
Copyright 2007 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
Copyright© 2007 ABC News Internet Ventures

http://abcnews.go.com/print?id=33 76199
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University of San Dielo
Chamber Muilc Festival opens
with faculty concert in French Parlor, Sunday, July 8, 7 p.m. Weekday noon-hour concerts promised
in University Center Foyer, Monday-Thursday, July 9-12. Final
concert starts at 2 p.m. on Saturday, July 14, in French Parlor.
All concerts take place at University of San Diego, 5998 Alcala Park.
Admission to concerts on July 8 and
14: $8 general; donation for all others.
619-260-4106. (LINDA VISTA)
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DNd SN Scrolls talk: Dr. Russell
uller of~ will speak on the
scrolls tomorrow and July 22 at TI
a.m., First United Methodist Church
of La Mesa, 4690 Palm Ave.
Information: (619) 466-4163.
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Calendar
LOC AL EVE NTS
uwho Wrote the Dead Sea
Scrolls?" USD Hebrew Bible proer reveals the anfesso r Russ~
swer, Mo nday, July 23, 6:30 and
8 p.m., at San Diego Natura l Hi tory Museu m. $25. Suggested reservations: 6 19-255-0203. (BALBOA PARK), .
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1 p.m., "From Qumran to CodexAlexa ndrinus: The
Material Formation of the Christian Book," taught
by: Dr. John W. Wright, Mondays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays through July 19, Point Loma Nazarene
University, San Diego, 619-849-2631 .
6:30 & 8 p.m ., The Dead Sea Scrolls lecture series,
Mondays through Dec. 10, experts from USD
Jerusalem, Yale , Chapel Hill, Univers:ty of Notre1
Dame, San Diego Museum of Natural History, for J
tickets: 619-255-020 3.
✓
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School of Busine ss Admin istratio n

SD Business Lea

hip Program Sends Forth 17

By - 7/27/2007
San Diego Busines
The newest class of globa
iness leaders was to receive their master's degrees from the
University of San Diego School of Business Administration in a ceremony at the university's
Manchester Executive Conference Center Auditorium at 2 p.m. on July 27.
The 17 graduates successfully completed the school's 16-month Master of Science in global
leadership program, which focuses on leadership, ethics, the global political environment and
best business practices.
The program's curriculum combines traditional classroom instruction with online learning
techniques. Students unable to attend the program's monthly classes can complete their
education through distance and online learning means .
The graduating class has a large contingent of military personnel on active duty in the Navy as
well as employees for corporations such as Qualcomm Inc., Boaz Allen Hamilton and Sony Corp .
Eleven of the 12 military officers in the program have served in Iraq or Afghanistan. One
graduate, pilot and Navy Lt. Ken Colman, also helped deliver food and supplies in the aftermath
of the 2004 tsunami in Indonesia.
The program also includes graduates with international ties.
Vietnam native and Qualcomm employee Tramerica Le recently became a U.S. citizen and
served on a delegation to help build business ties between the United States and her native
country. She is among 10 women in the graduating class, which has the highest number of
female graduates in the program 's history.
The graduation speaker is Jaime Alonso Gomez, founding dean of the Graduate School of
Business Administration and Leadership at the Tecnol6gico de Monterrey in Monterrey, Mexico.
He is also the national dean of the graduate schools in the Tecnol6gico de Monterrey school
system . Tecnol6gico de Monterrey and USO have a partnership for a dual-degree master's
program in international business and faculty exchanges.
The USO program has graduated more than 300 students since 1999. The U.S. Navy honored
the program within its graduate education voucher system and provides scholarships for some of
its officers each year to pursue an education in the program. Students in the private sector often
receive scholarship aid from employers as well.
-

Sam Blanchard

San Diego Business Journal, Copyright© 2007, All Rights Reserved.
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Real Estate Graduates: The Burnham-Moores Center's Master of Science
in Real Estate graduation ceremony
was scheduled to be held July 13 in the
University of San Diego's Joan B. Kroc
institute for Peace anoJustice. The ceremony is the third graduation held since
the program began in 2004. A total of 20
students completed the program.
T,he graduating class ranged in age
from 23 to 50, and 14 of the students
were employed while enrolled in the program. In addition, 17 graduates entered
the program with previous rea l estate
experience.
Ruben Barrales, president and CEO
of the San Diego Regional Chamber
of Commerce, was the scheduled guest
speaker.

REAL ESTATE
Michelle Mowad
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Daily Business Report
July 5, 2007

go Regional Chamber of Commerce, will be
Ruben Barrales, president and CEO of the
ster of Science in Real Estate graduation on July 13.
the speaker at the Burnham-Moores Center's
The ceremonies will be from 4 to 8 p.m. in the USD Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace and Justice .
The graduation ceremony is the third in the MSREprogram, which began in the fall of 2004. Twenty
students are completing the 11-month cohort program, which incorporates industry-sponsored live
projects, executive roundtables, career mentorships and traditional classroom interaction. The
graduating class ranges in age from 23 to 50. Fourteen of the students were employed while they were
enrolled in the program, and 17 entered the program with previous real estate experience.
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Barrales to speak
at graduation
SAN DIEG O _,, Rube n
Barra les, presi dent and
chief execu tive office r of
the San Diego Regio nal
Cham ber of Commerce, will
be the speak er at the Burnham-M oores Cente r's Master of Science in Real Estate
gradu ation, set from 4 to 8
p.m. today at the University
~f San Pie~n Joan B. Kroc ' - - - - - - - - - instit ute for Peace and
Justice.

<
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J.-Iomeowners should not panic,
economists say, though latest
~pike in defaults is worrisome
By Emmet Pierce and Lori Welsberq,

STAFF WRITERS

Home foreclosures in San Diego County continued a
troublesome climb into record territory in June, but analysts
say the number has yet to reach a threshold that creates a
drag on real estate prices or the economy.
DataQuick Information Systems re- c~~~t~ide""'
ported yesterday that during the first half Flnanclal says
of 2007, San Diego County had 2,896
more borrowers
foreclosures compared with 445 during
with good credit
the first half of 2006, a 551 percent inare falling behind
crease.
on their loans. C1
That sets a record dating to 1988,
when DataQuick began tracking foreclo··· ·· ·· ··· ··· · ·· ··· ··
sures researcher John Karevoll said. "A steadily increasing
porti~n of those who get notices of default now are being
foreclosed on."
From May to June, county foreclosures increased from 532
to 657, a 24 percent increase and a record for any month since
1988.
·County notices of default, the first step in the foreclosure
process that occurs when homeowners begin missing
(

SEE

Foreclosure, A10

►. FORECLOSURE
• CONTINUED FROM PAGE Al

Homes prices
in county remain
relatively stable
. mortgage payments, totaled
8,314 for the first six months of
2007, compared with 3,311 in
~ the same period last year, a 151
~rcent increase. From May to ·
June of this year, default no_tic_e s rose from 1,441 to 1,596,
an 11' percent increase)
ing were hardest hit by foreclo: Although foreclosures · are sures in the first half of the
~piking, there is no reason for year, DataQuick reported. The
homeowners to panic, Karevoll 91913 ZIP code, which includes
said. '
much of Eastlake and Otay
~ "California is better off than Ranch, ranked highest among
the nation, and San Diego areas with 1,000 or more dwellCounty is better off than Cali- ings. The rate there was nearly
.fornia," he said. "It still is not a 12 foreclosures per 1,000
~jor factor in the real estate homes. Other areas with high
market, but if there is a reces- foreclosure rates included .
.sion, it could become a huge southeast Chula Vista, San
factor."
Ysidro, Spring Valley and City
- . Economist Mark Schniepp of Heights.
tile California Economic ForeStatewide, midyear defaultcast agreed that the county is notice figures were at their
.f~ng well compared with highest in more than a decade.
1Jl8DY areas.
DataQuick attributed it to ''flat
~ :'San Diego will be hit hard, · or falling prices, anemic sales
but not nearly as hard as River- and a market struggling with
si~e and Sacramento," he said. the excesses of the 2004-2005
71bose areas had significantly home buying frenzy."
more new houses going in, and
Across California, foreclothe foreclosure problem is sures hit 28,440 at midyear,
bp-gely_ associated with new compared with 3,159 in the first
J housing production at the af- half of 2006, an 800 percent
fordable end."
increase. In June, there were
• Agents who sell real-estate- 6,861 foreclosures statewide,
owned homes say they're mov- compared with 5,273 in May, an
i,ng at a pace that hasn't been increase of 30 percent
seen since the real estate recesLenders statewide had filed
~on of the mid-1990s. With no 100,703 notices of default at
one paying the mortgage, lend- midyear, up 153 percent from
ers are eager to sell foreclosure . 39,765 for the first half of 2006.
homes, said David Cabot, presi- Particularly hard hit was neighdent of the San Di~o Associa- boring Riverside County,
~on of Realtors. ~rts say where notices during the secthere are deals but few steals, ond quarter were up by nearly
however.
191 percent In June, there
Banks "don't want to give it were 19,834 default notices
away," said San Diego agent statewide, a rise of nearly 12
and
r >percent from 17,751 in May.
Marc
Universi
·
In ._._ _ _ _ _ _ _., econorrust
Gin said a reborhoo s
some of the cession could make the forecloregion's most affordable hous- sure problem much worse, but

rei:c-:-•a azzmad sass·
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he said there is less than a 50
percent chance that one will
·cur. While foreclosures are
jll a small part of market,"
the spike in defaults is worrisome, he said.
"There is no sign that they
are on the verge of turning
around," Gin said. "It could
take awhile for this thing to
shakeout"
San Diego County's home
prices remain relatively stable.
Last month's median price for
all homes, including condominiums, was $495,500, down nearly 2 percent from a year earlier
but up $3,500 compared with
May, Data Quick reported.
Sales activity was down nearly
23 percent last month compared with June 2006.

Too much risk
Gin said lenders had been
too willing to make risky loans
during the housing boom, but
some analysts say buyers must
accept responsibility for overextending themselves.
Ryan Grothe thought he was
making the right decision when
moved his family into a two,droom condo he purchased
in Rancho Pefiasquitos in late
2005. Their one-bedroom apartment had become cramped,
and he wanted a roomier place
for their daughter, now 2 years
old.
A year and a half after-moving into their new home, the
Grothes are renting again, unable to make the nearly $3,000
monthly payment on their
$370,000 loan and are facing

their homes, the economist
said. In the near term, he expects foreclosures to increase. .
foreclosure.
Also saddled with two car
payments and his wife's student loan, Grothe worried that
he would have a tough time
finding a place to rent as his
credit rating worsened. He
works as · a security officer at
two jobs, and his wife is a registered nurse.
'The lenders told us if we
didn't do something, our place
would go into foreclosure," said
Grothe, who is hoping to sell
the condo, but for far less than
the purchase price. ''We had
called both lenders trying to
refinance and they said, 'No,
the property values are going
down and you'd have to fork
over money in advance to refinance.'
"I'm upset; I'm really disgusted with everyone involved in
selling us this place," he said.
"We told them that we couldn't
afford this, that we would need
to refinance, we're starting to
fall behind, and it just amazes
me that they help you get into
these places and when you
need help, they run the other
way."
As more borrowers find
themselves in trouble, they're
turning to nonprofit agencies
such as Community HousingWorks, which works with

strapped homeowners to set up
repayment plans.
''We get people who are days
away from losing their home,
all the way to people who are
30, 60 days late on their loan,
and we're even getting folks'
wanting to get ahead of an adjustment on their payments,"
said Gabe del Rio, vice president for lending and homeownership for the agency.

'Time bombs'
Economist Schniepp sees a
strong link between foreclosures and the recent meltdown
of the subprime lending market Weak underwriting stand-.
ards and the heavy reliance on
adjustable loans with low "teaser'' interest rates put borrowers
and lenders on a collision
course, he said. The weakest
loans were made in 2005 and
2006, and many of them will
continue resetting at higher interest rates into 2009, he added.
Subprime loans, which often
required low down payments
and little or no documentation
of income, ''had all of these
time bombs built in so the borrower can't make the payments," Schniepp said.
The best solution is for lenders to renegotiate risky sul>
prime lolns to keep buyers in

Lenders are willing to work
with overextended borrowers,
though the options available
vary, said Jack Haynes, executive vice president of Countrywide Home Loans, one of the
nation's largest mortgage lenders.
"For all intents and purposes,
we've never had this market
conditicm," Haynes said. "It's
certainly in the best interest of
our investors and our borrowers to always look for solutions
for every one of these borrowers. That could be refinancing
to restructuring the loan."
Many San Diego County
homeowners saw their property values double as residential
real estate boomed between
2000 and 2005. Karevoll doesn't
expect home equity loans to be
affected by foreclosure rates
because defaults haven't signifi.cant}y reduced property values.
' G.U. Krueger, an Irvinebased economist, said default
activity may slow once weak
subprime loans work their way
through the system. There
could be "a quick kind of flushing out, a kind of a storm that
passes quickly."
Emmet Pierce: (619) 293-1372;
. emmet.pierce@uniontrib.com
Lori Welsbtr9: (619) 293-2251;
lori.weisberg@uniontrib.com
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'Report: Job
growth stalls
in SD County
Unemployment rate rises to 4.6%
BRADLEY J. FIKES
TAFF W RITER

Job growth has nearly
ground to a halt in San Diego
County, raising the risk of a
recession later this year, two
economists who track the local business climate said Friday.
The latest monthly employment report shows that
woes in real estate and construction have spilled over into the local economy, said the
economists, Kelly Cunningham of the San Diego Institute for Policy Research and
Alan Gin of the University of
San Diego.
The county's unemployment rose to an estimated 4.6
percent in June, from 4.2 percent in May, the California
Employment Development
Department reported Friday.
The unadjusted rate was also
4.2 percent in June 2006. California's unemployment rate
for June was 5.2 percent, the
same as in May and up from
last June's rate of 4.9 percent.
Unemployment normally
rises during summer, as
schools go out of session and
students look for work, Gin
and Cunningham said. But
much more worrisome, they
said, is that overall job
growth has slowed over the
last three years. The number
of jobs added for the year
June 2006 to June 2007 increased by just 1,600, or 0.1
percent.
"This to me is a pretty bad
report," Gin said. "Last year,
we added 18,000 jobs. And
the year before that, we
added 20,000 jobs."
Cunningham said, "That's

the worst job growth we've
had since '93." That year was
when San Diego was just beginning to emerge from recession.
Large losses of jobs in real
estate and construction are
canceling out job gains, Gin
said. Housing sales have
plummeted, and sales prices
have stopped their doubledigit annual growth. Inventory of existing homes has
risen, causing home builders
to cut back on new-home construction.
Gin, who compiles a
thl . d
f 1 din - co,
: st
di. .
sible. His index has been fallen
in 13 of the last 14 months,
signaling a steady deterioration in San Diego's economy.
The chance of a recession
is "getting higher," Gin said.
"I wouldn't say over 50 percent, but it's not infinitesimal.
"The culprit is real estate," Gin said.
"You've lost 7,400 jobs
year over year in construction. And in the real estate
side, you've lost 3,300 jobs
there. The rest of the economy is OK fundamentally, but
the problem is now this real
estate fallout is spreading into other sectors."
Cunningham said that
nonresidential real estate
construction has also begun
to slacken.
"The commercial side of it
is starting to see slowing
down," Cunningham said.
"So both of those things together seem to reflect a slowing economy and perhaps
pulling us into recession."
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Roundtab le: While U.S. outlook
gloomy, San Diego will fare better
By DIANA SAMUELS
The Daily Transcript

SAN DIEGO - Hard times
may be in store for the U.S. economy over the next few years, but
San Diego should get off comP!ll"atively easy, local economists
and organization leaders said at
a Daily Transcript roundtable
·
discussion Wednesday.
. Overall, roundtable partici-

pants predicted a few tough
·
years ahead.
"Gosh, the more I talk, the
more worried I become," said
Brent Wilsey, president of Wilsey
.Asset Management.
The biggest concern locally is
the slowdown in real estate
which \S beginning to affec~
other ar~as of the economy, participants said.

"It's almost like if it weren't
for the housing and construction ·sectors, our economy
would be doing pretty well," said
Kelly Cunningham, economist
and senior fellow with the San
Diego Institute for Policy
Research.
As the value of consumers'
See Roundtable on 10

Roundtable
Continued from Page 1A

homes is no longer skyrocketing,
their attitude has changed, said
Luis Maizel, president of LM
Capital Group LLC. They're buying less and heading straight for
the sales racks, he said.
Some San Diego sectors are
doing well, such as biotech and
hospitality, but mid-wage level
jobs are being pushed out,
Cunningham said.
He said he's worried that recent
college graduates looking for
work at engineering and technical
firms can't afford to live in San
Diego.
Discussing the national economy, many participants said they
were concerned about the weakening dollar.
As its value falls, international

investors will realize they're not
making money in U.S. markets
and will decide to diversify,
Maizel said.
"We might have a party with
few guests here," Maizel said.
Other participants argued that
despite problems with the United
State's image abroad and stronger
international markets, the U.S. is
still a reliable economic power.
"With the (world) situation
kind of unsettled ... I think the
U.S. will continue to'be viewed as
a safe haven," said USD economist
Alan Gin.
Wtlsey said patience is important
for consumers, though the next few
years may not be as prosperous.
Participants were optimistic about
San Diego's long-term future.
"I think we're just in a slump

right now," Gin said. "But in the
long-term view, I think things are
positive as far as San Diego is concerned."
San Diego has a diverse economy, and natural advantages that
draw tourism, participants said.
Those advantages could give the
city some shelter from national
economic problems in the future.
"The weather will not change,
in spite of what Al Gore says,"
Maizel joked.
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slow dow n, but not rec essi on
By HEATHER CHAMBERS
The Daily Transcript

(

A slowdown in the real estate
market combined with a slumping U.S. dollar could further
impact the economy in coming
month , but San Diego should be
able to shelter itself from the rest
of the nation, a group of roundtable participants said recently.
The majority of analysts interviewed as part of a Transcript
roundtable held July 18 agreed
San Diego has a few troublesome
years ahead of it if the real estate
market continues to suffer from
declinin g home sales, worries
over subprime borrowing and
buyer apprehensio n.
"It's almost like if it weren't for
the housing and construction sectors our economy would probably
be doing pretty good," said Kelly
Cunningham , an economist and
enior fellow with the San Diego
stitute for Policy Research.
an Gin, an associate profesor of economics at the Universit;:;
of San Diego, said he worried that
tl\e fallout from real estate had
begun to spread to other sectors
of the economy.
"We're still getting job growth
but the pace is slowing considerably," he said. "Personal services,
and some aspects of retail, would

suggest loss of jobs in construction and real estate is beginning
to take a toll in terms of less
income being out there."
According to a May economic
_report, Cunningham . said San
Diego's
high-tech
sectors
remained strong, while the
tourism industry, including
restaurants and entertainme nt
attractions, experienced significant job growth.
Other analysts praised the
progress, but said an abundance
of entry-level jobs doesn't make
up for the lack of high ·paying
ones and Fortune 500 compames.
Luis Maizel, a senior managing
director with LM Capital Group
in La Jolla, said the presence of
three Fortune 500 companies
doesn't bode well for the nation's
sixth largest city.
Local politicians should push
for more concessions for businesses looking to locate here, said
Brent Wilsey, president of Wilsey
Asset Management.
"Then: people might start coming back here after saying, 'Yes, I
can now afford a house here
because I can get a good job, not
an entry-level job that pays
$30,000 a year;" he said.
Adding to the concern on a

Alan Gin, associate professor of

economics at the University o(
San Diego.

national level, analysts pointed to
the dollar's decline in value. As
the dollar weakens against international currencies, most notably
the Euro, investors will seek out
other opportunitie s, they said.
"One day foreign investors are
going to wake up and say, 'You
know what? I've been in the U.S.

20

Kelly Cunningham (left), an economist and senior fellow with the San Diego Institute for Policy Res~ch,
said several sectors, including high-tech, remain strong. (Luis Maizel, right.)
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Brent Wilsey (left), president ofWtlsey Asset Management, said local politicians should push for more concessions for businesses looking to locate in San Diego. (Kelly Cunningham, right.)

dollar for three years, it paid me 5
percent or 6 percent per year, and
my currency is up 18 percent, so I
ended up making nothing over
three years. I'm ~oing to start
diversifying my portfolio,'" Maizel
said.
Despite their many concerns,
most of the participants predicted an economic slowdown would
ensue instead of a recession.
"One of the definitions for a
recession is if we start losing
more jobs than we're adding,"
Cunningham said. "As of ,M\i-Y, ·t
that
looks like we're almo• t<)'JJ;to?':lflOl'.}
n , t", f/ () I' Trt , t<)?
porn wnere we re osmg as many
jobs as we're adding.
"If we continue on the negative
through the second half of the
year, that would put us into a
recession. We're still holding t hat
we're having slowdown , not a
recession."
Salim Janmohamed, senior
vice president of N orthern Trust
Bank in La Jolla, said it's really a
question of how much further
housing prices in San Diego will
fall, and how it will materially
impact consumption.
"In San Diego's economy, a lot
of wealth generation is in real
estate," he said. "We believe it's

Luis Maizel (left), a senior managing director with LM Capital Group in
La Jolla, and Salim Janmohamed, senior vice president of Northern
TrustBank.

possible the economy would slip
into a recession."
The participants said despite
the doom and gloom, San Diego
counts a number of blessings.
"Even in real estate it has limited land to grow, so values are
going to hold," Maizel said.
He also noted San Diego's geographic proximity to the Mexican
border, adding that families often
cross the border for weekly shop-

ping trips.
Others praised San Diego's military, in particular Camp
Pendleton, and its strong hospitality sector.
"I think San Diego is probably
an oasis, in. some ways, and, it's
just going to get more costly to
live here, but, basically, it will do
pretty good," Cunningham said.
heather.chambers @sddt.com
Source Code: 20070725crc
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Health of Housing Key to Regional Economy Thr
'Sagging Home Sales Will
Take Its Toll'
BY CANDICE REED

The San Diego Coun ty real estate market hit a peak in 2005 as the local economy
became extremely reliant on a housing
bubble. But now that dependency, say
economists, is bringing us down.
A recent report by the UCL A Anderson
Forecast stated that falling home sales and
an ever-rising inventory will weaken the
economy through late 2008, and possibly
into mid-2009.
"For the past three years San Diego has
seen the housing stock grow faster than
\ sales," said Ryan Ratcliff, an Anderson
Forecast economist. "Add the high amou nt
of defaults and foreclosures to the mix and
you have a real drag on the economy."
Although the report said that the unemployment rate will only rise from 5.2
percent to an average of 5.5 percent in

~

2008 and 5.4 percent in 2009, Ratcliff was
positive that San Diego, as well as the rest
of the state, would elude a recession.
"San Diego 's housing market and the
slowdowns in the construction industry
as well as industries connected to the real
estate market isn't enough to cause a recession," he said. "Usually you need both
manufacturing and real estate to botto m
out at the same time (for a recession) and
I don't see that happening. Manufacturing already had its day in San Diego and
never really recovered so that's not a part
of this problem."
Kelly Cunn ingha m, an econ omis t
with the San Diego Institute for Policy
Research, agrees with Ratcliff about the
count y avoiding a recession, but he is
worried that if the housing market doesn 't
improve, things could get ugly.
"San Diego isn't likely to have a recession, but we are having a slowdown," he
said. "At this point , our unemployment
numbers are still healthy but if we start
losing year after year we could start to see

some real problems."
Whatever the outcome,
signs point toward the real estate market
The Fallout
Housing starts and building permit
have steadily fallen over the past yea
- Ratcliff said that residential construction
permits in California overall have dropped
from 212,900 units in 2004 to 209,000 in
2005 and 163,300 units in 2006 - and the
fallout from the sub-prime mortgage mess
has hurried along the number defaults
and subsequent foreclosures in San Diego
County.
According to DataQuick Information
Systems, a record 532 dwellings were
reposed by lenders or sold at auction in
May.
Foreclosures for the first five months of
2007 totaled 2,239, compared with 336 for
the same period in 2006.
"The creative financing schemes that
helped people buy homes are now hurting
them ," Cunningham said. "And the fact
that creditors are now stricter with people

h Rest of '07
h poor credit is causing a ripple effect
causing employment related to the
struction industry to slowdown."
ccording to the Forecast, 6,900 conction workers have lost jobs in San
go Coun ty over the past 12 months.
'!;!niverj_ity of San Diego _econ omist
Alan Gm said that the cloud of foreclosures hanging over the county is casting
an uncertain economic shadow that won't
lift until at least late 2008.
"This (foreclosure) situation really needs
to work itself out," Gin said. "People who
took out these exotic loans to try and make
it big in the (real estate) market are hurting and the impact is great. At this point
I don't think we can predict how many
people are just barely hanging on to their
homes. We could see even higher foreclosure numbers later in the year."
He added that he is also concerned
about the Federal Reserve puttin g interest
rates on hold at 5.25 percent, the same as
it was last June.
Please turn to OVER VIEW on Page 18
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"That's the one big question on my
mind," he said. "If they raise the rate, it
could hold off inflation and if they lower
it, we could of course be in for a bigger set
of problems.
Default Rates
The Anderson Forecast shows that San
Diego has a higher default rate that Orange County, but not as high as Riverside
County and the Inland Empire.
Rick Hoffman, president and chief
operating officer of Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage in San Diego/Inland
Empire, challenges the industry claims
that home sales have come to a screeching halt and said that he's glad the subprime industry has put a stop to creative
financing .
"I think what we have here is a soft
landing, I'm not buying into the doom
and gloom atmosphere and neither are
our employees," Hoffman said . "Although

I agree that the market will stay soft until new jobs added in 2006 accounting for 37
2008, 2009, I think too much is being made percent of the job growth in the county,
although those jobs have the lowest annual
of the slowdown."
wages in any of the major employment
real
2,100
than
more
year,
past
Over the
estate brokers and 900 people with jobs in categories.
"The recovery of the hospitality industry
the mortgage industry have lost their jobs
in San Diego County, according to data in San Diego since 9/11 is very impressive,"
from the state Employment Development Cunningham said. "Although there seems
Department, although many in the indus- to be a big cutback on business travel (to
try are self-employed and aren't reflected San Diego) people are still driving here and
filling our hotels, which of course helps our
in the numbers.
Hoffman acknowledged those numbers local economy. I would say that it's the one
and stated that not all of Coldwell Bank- positive thing about San Diego's economy
ers' 2000 sales associates would weather at this juncture."
SDI reported strong gains in occupancy
the "soft landing."
"I've seen people jump into this industry and a record number of room nights sold.
in the past seven years who didn't know In San Diego, an all-time record 32.2
what they were doing and because sales million people visited San Diego County
were good, they were just order-takers," during the past year spending approxihe said. "There will be casualties in this mately $7.7 billion. Meanwhile occupancy
marketplace and those people will quickly levels rose to a very healthy 73 .3 percent,
one of the highest occupancy rates in the
become the dinosaurs of our industry. "
nation .
threatconstruction
and
With housing
Numbers Remain Steady
ening to tip the economic scales of San
With the leisure and hospi tality numbers
Diego County, the leisure and hospitality
industry is keep the balance with 6,600 remaining steady and hotel developments

continue to pop up around the county - 59
projects are in the works, up 25.5 percent
from 2006 - the economic forecasters all
seem to agree that the likelihood of an
imminent recession triggered by sagging
home sales remains remote, but it wiJI
take a toll.
Ratcliff points out that although the
foreclosure numbers are up and may con- ·
tinue to climb, the median price for a home
in San Diego has stabilized and he seems to
think that there are plenty of refinancing
solutions for homeowners who are facing
foreclosure, and refinancing solutions from
Fannie May are in the works.
"The interesting thing about it is that
San Diego was ahead of the curve during
the real estate boom and we expect the rest
of California to quickly catch up," Ratcliff
said. "I think it's going to be a rough year
or two for a lot of people but if they cari
work through this period of less building
and flat home prices I think they'll see
some improvements in mid-2008."
Candice Reel, is a f reelance writer based
in Vista.
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Milk Prices Give
Gas Prices Run For
Money
POSTED: 5:14 pm PDT July 18, 2007
UPDATED: 8:18 pm PDT July 18, 2007

SAN DIEGO -- On Tuesday, the Dow hit 14,000 for the first
time, but record highs on Wall Street don't translate to good
news at the supermarket, where many things are getting more
and more expensive.

Record highs on Wall Street aren't helping consumers
who are paying more for groceries.

o Watch Video

The dairy section is seeing a big jump . Higher corn and gas prices are being blamed for the spike in dairy
product prices.

(

"I've already been notified that cheese is going up and butter is going up," said Dirk Stump of Stump's Family
Marketplace on Point Loma. "Yogurt and cottage cheeses are going to be increased ."
Milk prices alone have gone up nearly a dollar a gallon in the past 12 months, reported NBC 7/39.
Supermarkets in California are not allowed to sell milk at a loss, which can bring customers into a store.
Instead, every increase is passed on to the consumer, which is not a pleasant task for market owners.
"I would rather sell it for 99 cents and sell a ton of it than sell it for $3.59 a gallon and have people eking by."
Consumers are being squeezed, said University of San Diego economist Alan Gig .
"We have a lot of weakness in the housing market, and that's beginning to spread to other sectors in the
economy," Gin told NBC 7/39 .
Gin said that when housing sales are in a slump , it's felt across the board.
"There's been a lot of job losses in areas like construction, in the real estate industry itself and lending
institutions," Gin said . "Not as many mortgages are being taken out."
According to Gin, every time gas prices increase a dime , our local economy loses about $7 million .
Copyright 2007 by NBCSandiego.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed.

http://www.nbcsandiego.com/print/13709332/detail.html
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Housing Market on a 'Precarious Perch'
Prices wobble, sales plunge again as the local housing market hits its 12th
consecutive month offalling prices.
By KELLY BENNETT Voice Staff Writer
Tuesday, July 17, 2007 j Last summer, year-over-year home prices dropped for the first time in a
decade. And new data released Monday marked the 12th straight month of such drops in San Diego
County's home prices.

Those 12 months have
driven a stake between
the current, slumping
market, and those
memories of extreme
price appreciation and
rapid sales rates enjoyed
by many in the region
for years at the start of
the decade.

Homes Sold in the First Six Months of
Each Year in San Diego County
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Now, parts of the
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changing real estate
landscape are starting to
look familiar as the
.....C
market continues to
20,000
■
slump from month to
month, tracked by
statistics from
DataQuick Information
15,000
Systems. The 19,184
homes sold in the first
six months of this year
mark the slowest first
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six months of any year
Year
in almost a decade. An
increase in sales is
sou rce: DataQuick rnrormation Systems
seasonally expected
between January and mid-year, and the first six months of 2007 followed that usual line. But this
year, home sales were down 45 percent from the same period three years ago.
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"At this point, you can kind of start saying, 'What's it going to mean for the whole year?"' said Peter
Dennehy, local real estate analyst with the Sullivan Group. "We're kind of bumping along, with
maybe a slight seasonal trend."
The overall median price, which bounded up by double digits for years, now wobbles from month to
month within a small range, landing at $495,500 last month among the 3,510 homes that sold. That
was about a 2 percent dip from June of last year.

http ://www.voiceofsandiego.org/articles/2007 /07 /17 /news/O1dqjune071707 .prt
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The median measures the midpoint in price among homes sold. Andrew LePage, analyst with
Data Quick, said increased activity in the sections of the market at the high and low ends kept the
median prices from falling more than they did. But he cautioned against using one indicator to
diagnose the market's vitality.
"When you add it all up, you've got a market that has hardly plunged off the price cliff as some have
long predicted," he said. "That might be coming, but [DataQuick is] not in the long-term prediction
market."
The county saw three times as much foreclosure activity in June as it did in the same month a year
ago, according to data from RealtyTrac. Last month, foreclosure filings in all stages of foreclosure
measured 2,564 in the county, compared to 842 in June 2006. And in June 2005, there were 317
such filings .
LePage said trouble with mortgages could continue to exacerbate the county's housing slump. The
two- or three-year introductory low-payment period on many mortgages is ending, or resetting, and
could be bad news if homeowners can't handle the adjustment.
"If foreclosures are going to stay at elevated levels -- and some people are saying the resets have only
just begun -- we'll know the problems are deeper than many ever thought," LePage said.

Analysts have said that much of the frenzy near the end of the boom was caused by first-time
homebuyers' desire to not miss their chance to get into the housing market.
"What this is largely about is a bunch of demand that's missing because it played out prematurely in
early 2005," LePage said. "People were worried about missing out, losing out. We stole demand
from the future back then."
The biggest chunk of the market is resale detached homes. The median for the 2,001 homes in that
category last month was $565,000, a slight increase from May but a 0.4 percent dip from June
2006. LePage said buyers of such homes paid $321 per square foot, 7.1 percent less than in June last
year. Because smaller homes usually sell for more per square foot, LePage concluded that fewer
smaller homes are selling.
Resale condos, with a median of $397,500, sold for nearly 3 percent more than they did in June
2006. Last month, 812 condos sold on the resale market, down about 15 percent from the same
month last year.
And nearly 42 percent fewer new homes -- including condo conversions -- sold last month as in
June 2006. Among those 697 sales, the median was $400,000, down 5 .2 percent from June a year
earlier.
Dennehy said the median and sales rates give a good picture of what's going on in the market -- in
general, feast-or-famine terms -- but the price indicators hide much of the actual state of the
market, where homes are selling for as much as 20 percent less than they once were.
"If there was a home bought in 2004, and you're seeing it sell again in 2007, you're going to see a
substantial decline," he said.

David Cabot, president of the San Diego Association of Realtors, said he doesn't see anything
dramatic in these data. If anything, he said, the low sales numbers are good for buyers, as sellers
must keep their prices competitive.
"It's one of the better times in the past 18 months for the buyer's market," Cabot said.
But LePage cautioned buyers against buying with hopes of a turnaround sooner rather than later.
"You wouldn't want to bank on appreciation, especially in the next year or two," he said. "You could
get lucky, and probably there are some people getting lucky right now, but those are the one-of-a-
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kind properties."
In several ways, the housing market's strife has starte
e rest of the economy, said
Universi of San Die o economics rofe
most recent economic index, he
notice signi cant drop-offs in job growth in such real estate-related industries as construction, real
estate and finance. As the market cools, the industry adjusts, he said.
"In the past, economists have viewed the economy as affecting the housing market," he said. "Now it
seems to be the other way around this time around."
Le Page said the bottom may be closer in San Diego than other parts of the state such as the Inland

Empire and the Central Valley, as long as the economy staves off a recession and mortgage rates
don't spike. But those are two major question marks, he said.
Even Gin, who has, until recently, dismissed any thought of a potential recession, said he's not
ruling it out. Rising interest rates are a "significant possibility," he said, as the Federal Reserve seeks
to curb inflation.
"Although I don't think that there is going to be a recession, it's not out of the realm of possibility,"
he said. "So that is a little more negative than I've been thinking."
Indeed, said LePage: "The San Diego market is on this real precarious perch right now."

Please contact Kelly Bennett directly with your thoughts, ideas, personal stories or tips. Or send~a
letter to the editor.
Close Window
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Sears Holding head to share experience and insight at USD
By TIFFANY STECKER
Friday, July 13, 2007

Events are exploding this week, demonstrating San Diegans don't slow down in the summer. Local earnings are
nonexistent this week, but will start rolling in at the end of the month.
A representative of two of the United States' best-known brands will speak Wednesday. Aylwin Lewis, CEO of
Sears Holding Co. (Nasdaq: SHLD} and board member for the Walt Disney Co. (NYSE: DIS}, will discuss
brand and competitiveness in American culture. The talk will begin 6 p.m. at the University of San Die o's
Manchester Conference Center. For information, visit sandiego.edu/business/mse .
Alicia Gwynn, wife of baseball hall-of-tamer Tony Gwynn , and Leslie Devaney, former San Diego Executive
Assistant City Attorney, will speak on the characteristics of success at the National Association of Women
Business Owners's board installation luncheon Wednesday. Judge Patricia Cowett of the San Diego Superior
Court will swear in the incoming board for 2007-08. The luncheon will begin 11 :30 a.m. at the Sheraton Hotel and
Marina on Shelter Island. For information, call (858) 342-3921 .
Douglas Holtz-Eakin, former chief economist for the White House Council of Economic Advisors, will discuss
steps toward American competitiveness at a breakfast event Wednesday. Registration begins 7:30 a.m. at the
University of California, San Diego, Faculty Club. For information, call (858) 534-1404.
The Greater San Diego Business Development Council will hold its annual awards ceremony Thursday ,
celebrating economic development in minority and underdeveloped communities. The dinner will begin 5 p.m.,
with jazz musician Jonathan Butler providing musical entertainment in Copley Symphony Hall. For information,
call Jim Hicks at (619) 293-0781 or visit gsdbdc.org .
USO professor Alan Gin will discuss the state of the local real estate market Thursday at an Institute of
Management Accountants meeting. The event will begin 5:30 p.m. at the Handlery Hotel. For information, visit
imasd.org.
With loss of productivity a top concern for construction professionals, the Construction Management Association
of America will discuss tools to avoiding inefficiency on the work site Thursday. The talk will begin 8 a.m. at the
Town & Country Convention Center. For information, call (562) 434-8409 or e-mail sdrcmaa@pavenet.net.
National outlook

With Wall Street coming off a record week that saw the Standard & Poor's 500 index and the Dow Jones
industrials barrel to record highs, investors will be waiting to see if earnings and economic reports justify the
market's huge advance.
Eleven of the 30 companies that make up the Dow release their quarterly results this week, while the
government will come out with key readings on inflation . The data will help investors determine if the solid
corporate growth amid moderating price pressures they're looking for is indeed in store for the second half of
2007.
Most analysts expect second-quarter earnings to rise between 4 percent and 5 percent, while Standard & Poor's
is anticipating growth of closer to 6 percent. Better-than-expected results could lead to a stock surge, but not
necessarily; if companies warn of problems going forward, Wall Street could give back its impressive gains.
The stock market, which had wobbled for a month on worries about interest rates and the subprime mortgage
market, rallied on scattered evidence that the consumer is still strong . The Dow rose 2.2 percent last week; the
S&P climbed 1.4 percent; and the Nasdaq composite index gained 1.5 percent.
Though the market seemed to set aside its interest rate fears last week, those jitters could arise again if
government inflation gauges are higher than expected.
The Labor Department releases the Producer Price Index and the Consumer Price Index Tuesday and
Wednesday, respectively. The June PPI is forecast to show a rise of 0.1 percent after a May jump of 0.9 percent.
The core PPI, which eliminates food and energy prices, is expected to have risen 0.2 percent, following a similar
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increase in May.
The market predicts the June CPI will post a 0.2 percent increase, down from May's rise of0.7 percent, and that
the core CPI will also rise 0.2 percent, higher than the 0.1 percent uptick in May.
Investors will also search for clues about future rate moves when Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke
speaks Wednesday to the House Financial Services panel , and when the Fed releases minutes Thursday from
its Open Market Committee's June meeting. At that meeting, the central bank held the benchmark rates steady
and reiterated that inflation is its prime concern.
Economic data
On Tuesday, the Federal Reserve reports on industrial production and capacity utilization, both of which are
expected to be a bit stronger in June than in May. Also Tuesday, the National Association of Home Builders
releases its housing market index, and analysts forecast a slight dip.
The Commerce Department on Wednesday reports on housing starts and building permits. Both are anticipated
to show slightly smaller rises in June than in May.
The Conference Board on Thursday releases its June index of leading indicators, which is expected to come in
flat following a 0.3 percent rise in May.
National earnings
This week's rush of second-quarter results will come from all corners of the economy - airlines , banks , chip
manufacturers, drug makers and more.
On Tuesday, Intel Corp. (Nasdaq: INTC) is expected to report a profit of 19 cents a share. The semiconductor
maker closed at $25.97 Friday, at the top of its 52-week range of $16.84 to $26.00.
On Wednesday, analysts predict International Business Machines Corp. (NYSE: IBM) will post a profit of
$1.47 a share. IBM closed at $108.60 Friday, at the upper end of its 52-week range of $72.73 to $109.66.
Google (Nasdaq: GOOG) and Microsoft Corp. (Nasdaq: MSFT) release their quarterly earnings Thursday .
Google, expected to report a profit of $3.59 a share, closed at $552.16 Friday, setting a fresh 52-week high. The
stock has traded as low as $363.36 this year.
Microsoft, whose profit is expected to be 31 cents per share , closed at $29.82 Friday, at the upper end of its 52week range of $22.23 to $31 .48.
On Friday, analysts forecast that Citigroup Inc. (NYSE: C) will post a profit of $1 .13 per share. The bank closed
at $52.52 Friday, in the middle of its 52-week range of $46.22 to $57.00.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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WEDNESDAY, JUL

18- FORUM

CEO OF SEARS HOLDINGS SPEAKS ON DESIGNING ORGANIZATIONAL CULTURE

Join the Executive Leadership Forum for an evening program featuring Aylwin
Lewis, CEO of Sears Holdings Company and Board of Directors member of the
Walt Disney Company, as he speaks on " Sowing the Seeds of Our Culture." He
will share his experiences in seeking to transform two of America's most well
known retail brands into renewed and updated competitive forces . Organization:
USO School of Business Administration Information: www.sandiego.edu/business/msel Cost: $15.00- $25.00 When: Hours: 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM Where: USO
Manchester Conference Center, 5998 Alcala Park, Linda Vista
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MONDAY, JUL

16 - CLASSES

CERTIFICATE IN REAL ESTATE FINANCE, INVESTMENTS

&

. .. .

DEVELOPMENT

Topics covered in the course will .include what a lease
r:1roperty leased, an overview of the various types o
I
tjtwe
Organization.· ~~ec~y gf Sap D~~~~s
en: our
.
ea state.com t
4872 www.U
Wh(!re: USD, 5998 Alcala Park, San Diego
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•

MONDAYS, JULY 9, 16, 23, 30
LEASI NG COURSE
Topics to be covered in Burnham Moores Center for Real Estate at the iv rsit of an o·
include lease types and marketing.
• 6to 9 p.m.
• The University of San Diego at 5998 Alcala
Park, in Sa n Diego
• Cost: $450
• Ca ll (619) 260-5986 or visit
www.usdrealestate.com
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International student body gathers to learn leadership I Program teaches conflict
resolution
[R,E,S,F Edition]
The San Diego Union - Tribune - San Diego, Calif.
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Document Text
Editions vary
SAN DIEGO -- Nadir Ozyukselen, a Turkish Cypriot, and Aristos Papaonisiforou, a Greek Cypriot, belong to opposing
communities in the conflict over the Mediterranean island of Cyprus. And neither has ever known a person from the
other side .
But they've met in America as part of the first program at San Diego State University designed to teach 21 young
people from a dozen countries about leadership and resolving conflicts.
The international university students come from nations such as Bosnia, Moldova, Morocco, Kazakhstan, India,
Romania, China and Nepal.
During the three-week program , which ends tomorrow, the visitors toured the border, visited the Maritime Museum,
celebrated the Fourth of July in Coronado and participated in seminars on anger and revenge, diplomacy and
nonviolent social change.
Sophary Noy, a 24-year-old student at the Royal University of Law and Economics in Cambodia, said the program gave
her hope for the future and skills to deal with political problems at home. This will be useful, she said, in her role as staff
writer for a magazine published by the Documentation Center of Cambodia, which has been gathering evidence of
Khmer Rouge atrocities.
The program has been funded through a five-year, $1. 7 million donation from the San
Foundation. The program, which has one student from the University of San Diego an
room and board, and activity costs .

o·
vel,

Students say most of the learning came from keeping company with peers from across the globe.
"I've built connections with people around the world," Noy said . Dilip Ghimire, 21, of the Republic of Kazakhstan, said
this was a rare opportunity to observe how the United States approaches conflict.
"We have different problems (in Kazakhstan)," said the student at Eurasian National University. "Some say we have a
democracy, but I don't think we do. I think we're on our way, but it's not one yet."
Ghimire, who plans to start a business in international construction or trade , said he's learned that these vastly different
countries have common problems such as gang and border issues. Kazakhstan, which declared independence in 1991 ,
is home to numerous ethnic groups, he said .
"We all want to establish peace," he said. "I've learned that to do that, we should learn to be tolerant."
Ron Bee, managing director of SDSU's Hansen Summer Institute on Leadership and International Cooperation, said the
foreign participants are university students or recent graduates who have demonstrated leadership ability in their
homelands. Noy, for example, coordinated 200 volunteers to help Cambodian villages rebuild many years after the
Khmer Rouge was overthrown.
The students are all on their first trip to the United States and have been affected by poverty or conflict at home.

(

Goran Dedovic, for example, fled Bosnia in 1993 to escape starvation and the danger of bombs and snipers. Dedovic,
26, immigrated to Sweden and is studying media and communications at Sdertrn University College.
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During a class this week on negotiations, SDSU lecturer Lisa Maxwell , a senior trainer for the National Conflict
Resolution Center in San Diego, used aikido to make a point. She asked the students to pair up face-to-face and put
their palms against one another and push.
"OK, who had control?" Maxwell asked. Nearly half raised their hands.
"Sometimes when we're negotiating we're trying to push our way to get what we want," she said .
Through another martial arts move, Maxwell demonstrated how to step aside but, at the same time, not give in,
enabling them to see the other person's perspective.
As SDSU's program winds down , many participants have formed friendships they plan to nurture when they leave.
Ozyukselen has discovered that despite their differences, she and Papaonisiforou crave the same things for Cyprus,
which has been split into a Greek Cypriot-controlled south and Turkish-occupied north since Turkey invaded in 1974.
"We've had lots of wars and fights about the territory, but (Papaonisiforou) said he wants peace ," said Ozyukselen, a
19-year- old student at Eastern Mediterranean University. "That's a surprise for me because that's what I want.
Ozyukselen said she's started to better understand the perspective of Greek Cypriots, who occupy about two-thirds of
the island. The two both want a unified state, and Ozyukselen believes the summer program offered tools to get there.
[Illustration]
3 PICS; Caption: 1. International students met at USD's Joan Kroc Institute for Peace and Justice for a workshop during
their three-week stay at San Diego State University. 2. SDSU student Greg Tate (left) and Tibi Posa of Romania
inspected their photograph together during a workshop at the Joan Kroc Institute for Peace and Justice at the University
of San Diego. (Ed. R) 3. International students gathered at the Joan Kroc Institute for Peace and Justice at the
University of San Diego for a workshop during their three-week stay at San Diego State University. (Ed. R) [1 ,2,3.
Earnie Grafton I Union- Tribune]
Credit: STAFF WRITER
Reproduced with permission of the copyrigtt owner. Further reproduction or distribution is prohibited without permission.

Abstract (Document Summary)
''We have different problems (in Kazakhstan) ," said the student at Eurasian National University. "Some say we have a
democracy, but I don't think we do. I think we're on our way, but it's not one yet."
"We all want to establish peace," he said. "I've learned that to do that, we should learn to be tolerant."
"We've had lots of wars and fights about the territory, but (Papaonisiforou) said he wants peace ," said Ozyukselen, a
19-year- old student at Eastern Mediterranean University. "That's a surprise for me because that's what I want.
Reproduced with permission of the copyrigtt owner. Further reproduction or distribution is prohibited without permission.
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Students eye peace
By: Amanda Strouse, Editorial Editor
Posted: 7/16/07
Most college students spend their summer earning extra cash, taking summer school classes or going
on short vacations. However, 31 international and San Diego-based college students are spending their
time off learning how to instigate peace for their countries' conflicts.
Students from various developing countries, such as Iran, Cyprus, Romania and Cambodia came to
San Diego State on their first trip to the United States to spend three weeks learning about leadership
and peaceful conflict resolution. Twenty-one ·
·
, nine SDSU students and one
student from the University of San Diego
n a unique, all-expense-paid
program called the Hansen Summer Institute on ea ership and International Cooperation, which
started on July 2.
The program's goal is to create an international community of young scholars who will use this
experience to form lasting friendships and build understanding for a more peaceful future.
A $1 .7 million donation from the Fred J. Hansen Foundation will fund the summer program for five
years and will pay for students' travel expenses, lodging in Cuicacalli suites and meals.
"The students learn about other cultures, individual leadership skills, their own limits, and that they
can enjoy learning and get credit for it," said Ron Bee, managing director of the Hansen Institute and a
political science professor at SDSU. "Also, probably most importantly, they've realized they can learn
more by being here rather than just reading a book from a syllabus."
While the students attend in-class seminars, they participate in several activities including trips to see
the Mexican-American border and meetings with non-governmental organizations (NGOs).
The students are learning about their countries' conflicts on a personal basis because they're living
together and talking about it over meals, on bus rides and in their suites, Bee said.
Michelle Hamilton, a former Marine and international security and conflict resolution junior at SDSU,
said she's learned that many of the problems Americans face, such as racism and poverty, are also
problems abroad.
"It's a good thing on some levels because ifwe all have the same problems, then maybe we can
collectively come up with a way to solve them," Hamilton said. "So that's a positive way to look at a
negative issue."
Bee said the program provides tools for international students to take home and build a more peaceful
future.
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"I want to be a positive player in politics," said Dao Xi, a second year graduate student at East China
Normal University. "I can learn many skills and approaches here, because the best way to figure out
how to solve problems is by going out of the country."
Transferring the focus from domestic to international is something important for all countries' futures,
Hamilton said.
"This program is also a way ofreaching out, rather than shutting out," Bee said. "It has the mentality
of 'Let's grow up as friends across borders rather than enemies."'
Dao said the program has changed his opinions about Americans.
"Americans are very friendly and great-hearted," Dao said. "One sentence can explain it: Americans
work hard and play hard, and that's really very fantastic to me."
Bee said once you leave the university, you don't use political science and social construct theories you use friendships and connections you've made in life to do what you're going to do.
"We'd like our students to make some connections overseas so they'll have international friendships
for their lifetime," Bee said.
Hamilton and Dao said that they'd keep in touch with the new friends they've made in the program.
"I'm looking forward to keeping in touch and going to these other countries and really truly
experiencing the other cultures," Hamilton said "We can take what we've learned here and use it in so
many different areas around the world."
© Copyright 2007 The Daily Aztec
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Retired U.S. S~preme Court
Justice Sandra Day O'Connor will
be speaking at noon, Saturday,
Aug. 25 at the Universi ' of Sa?
Diego School o Law. 0 Connor is
giving the keynote address at the
Southwest Region?,l Conference
of the National Association of
Women Judges.
Focusing on judicial diversity
and independence, the event will
be held Aug. 24-26 at the Joan B.
Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice
on the USD campus. NAWJ also
will present the Access to Justice
Scholarship to a USD school of
law student.
Attendance is open to all.
Conference registration and
Justice O'Connor luncheon ticket
information is available on the
NAWJ Web site at nawj.org.
California
Judicial
Appointments Secretary Sharon
Majors-Lewis and Arizona Chief
Justice Ruth McGregor also will
be participating in the confer- )
ence. A plenary presentation on
the relationship between judicial
diversity and judicial independence, led by California Associate
Supreme Court Justice Carlos
Moreno, will be moderated by
USD School of Law Professor
Mir,anda McGowan,and will featute ' Sa.ti Diegt1 'Di'stt'i'ct:· Att6rney
Bonnie Dumanis, California
Superior Court Judge Brenda
Harbin-Forte and California
Superior Court Judge Fumiko
Wasserman.
The conference also will feature a discussion focusing on the
impact on judicial diversity of
contrasting systems of judicial \
selection, retention and evaluation. This event will be led by
Cheryl Harris of the University
of California, Los Angeles
School of Law and Sherrilyn Ifill
of the University of Maryland
School of Law. Source Code:
200707241:ie
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A Famous Guest: Sandra Day
O'Connor plans to visit the University of San Diego School of :Lawnext
month during the National Association of Women Judges' Southwestern
conference. The conference, set for Aug.
24 through 26, will focus on judicial
diversity and independence at the Joan
B. Kroc Institute for Peace and Justice
on campus.
The National Association of Women
Judges' mission is to achieve diversity,
fairness and equality in the system of
justice.
O'Connor retired from the U.S.
Supreme Court as an associate justice in
2006 after 25 years of service. She was
the first woman to serve in such a role.
Send la w news to Michelle Mowad at
mmowad@sdbj.com. She may also be
reached at (858) 277-6359, ext. 3109.
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LENGTH: 577 words
HEADLINE: Prosecutor is tapped for federal post;
Thomas O'Brien, formerly with the L.A. County D.A.'s office, is the nominee for U.S. attorney. He
must be confirmed by Senate.
BYLINE: Joe Mozingo, Times Staff Writer
BODY:

President Bush on Thursday nominated Thomas O'Brien, a respected career prosecutor, to be U.S .
attorney in Los Angeles -- a choice that heartened legal observers disturbed by allegations that eight
U.S. attorneys across the nation were fired for political reasons.
"Probably one of the most intelligent things this administration has done," said retired U.S. District
Judge Dickran Tevrizian, a Reagan appointee to the bench. "I think he'll provide the leadership, the
maturity and energy. I think he'll revitalize one of the great prosecutorial agencies in the country."
O'Brien, 48, the chief of the office's criminal division, worked for five years in the Los Angeles County
district attorney's hard-core gang division before moving to the U.S . attorney's office.
"This office has always done great work, and I am pleased that I will now have the opportunity to lead
our efforts to continue this tradition," O'Brien said in a statement.
Loyola Law School professor Laurie Levenson said O'Brien should have no problems navigating
Senate confirmation hearings. O'Brien was recommended by a bipartisan committee headed by legal
power broker Gerald L. Parsky that was created with the support of California's two Democratic
senators, Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer, precisely to avoid drawn-out nomination fights.
"It would have been a showdown with Feinstein if they didn't go with the committee choice," Levenson
said.
(

"It's a good choice -- excellent lawyer, career prosecutor, respected in the office and doesn't have
Washington baggage," she added.
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Although some defense attorneys privately complained about O'Brien's handling of certain cases, they
were generally positive about the choice.
"Filings are down, there's low morale," defense attorney Dale Rubin said. "We're a major city, and we
should have a strong leader, and he satisfies these qualities."
As top prosecutor in the second-largest district in the nation, O'Brien would oversee all federal cases in
Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Ventura, Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo
counties.
Levenson said the controversy surrounding the firing of the eight U.S . attorneys undoubtedly played a
hand in pushing the administration to choose someone local.
O'Brien, if confirmed, would succeed Debra Wong Yang, who resigned in January. Congressional
investigators are looking into whether she too was pushed out for political reasons, although she has
vehemently denied it, and critics have presented no evidence to that effect.
As criminal chief, O'Brien has been a hands-on administrat
reputation for an aggressive approach to cases. His manag
who often traveled to Washington and did not have a stron

nerally liked by his staff, and with a
style is different from that of Yang,
ence within the office.

O'Brien was born in Massachusetts, graduated from the U.
as a radar intercept operator. He is a graduate of the Navy
overseas deployments on active duty.

al Academy in 1981 and flew in F-14s
r Weapons School and served on two

O'Brien attended the University of San Diego School of La
Diego before moving lo Los Angeles m 1994.

and was a deputy district attorney in San

He tried 65 cases with the L.A. County district attorney's office, including 35 murder cases before
Junes.
O'Brien moved to the U.S. attorney's office in October 2000 and was promoted to chief of the civil
rights division and then chief of the criminal division two years ago.
joe.mozingo@latimes.com
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Court ruling
authorizes
warrantless
Web snooping
By Grev Moran
STAFF WRITER

Federal agents do not need a search
warrant to find out the Web page addresses people visit or the e-mail addresses they correspond with, a federal appeals court has ruled in a case
involving an Escondido drug lab.
The decision by a three-judge panel
of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appealshands law enforcement a powerful surveillance tool that it can employ with
virtually no check or balance or juili-cial oversight, legal experts said.
It was the first time a federal court
has decided the constitutionality of
government surveillance techniques
that capture the "to" and "from" addresses of e-mails sent by individuals,
and the unique addresses of Web
pages that an individual visits.
Known as Internet Protocol, or IP,
addresses, they are a sequence of
numbers that serve as a kind of street
address for Web sites.
In their decision on Friday, the judgSEE

e

Internet, A8

Authorities can
only glean basic
information
es ruled that individuals have
no privacy expectation when
it comes to e-mail or IP addresses because they should
know that all of their communications are going through a
third party - the user's Internet service provider.
By voluntarily turning over
information to third parties,
Internet users are therefore
giving up any expectation of
privacy, the court said.
The court likened the tactic
to the use of a "pen register'!
- a device that records the
numbers dialed from a specific phone. The U.S. Supreme
Court in 1979 ruled that police
did not have to get a search
warrant for that activity.
But one legal expert said
that analogy ignores the fact
that more information can be
gleaned from an IP address
than from a phone number.
"It overlooks the important
differences between these
kinds of communications,"
said Shaun Martin, a law prer
fessor at the University of San
Diego School of Law.
Getting a list of IP addresses· reveals far, far more
information than a pen register ever would. And if it didn't,
the government wouldn't be
looking to get this information
in the first place," he said.
The 1979 decision said peer
pie should not expect privacy,
when it came to the numbers
they dialed because the numbers went through a third party - the phone company's
switching equipment that
completed a call.

The Supreme Court also
ruled the pen register tactic
was legal because police were
collecting just the phone number and not the content of the
communication.
In this case, the judges applied that logic to computer
users. Simply gathering the ,
electronic addresses is like
collecting phone numbers, or
reading addresses on envelopes and packages sent
through the mail, Judge Raymond Fisher wrote in his
opinion. Courts have held that
obtaining information from
the outside of mail without a
warrant is also allowable.
Fisher said that by using
the IP address tactic, the government is getting only basic
information. It can learn who
the person is e-mailing or
what Web sites are being
d out
s

n the
Web sites the person viewed."
The judge cautioned that
the ruling only goes so far,
"and does not imply that more
intrusive techniques or techniques that reveal more content information" are acceptable.
The ruling said surveillance
that tracks the Web pages a
person visits on a site "might
be more constitutionally problematic." So while the government is now free to know that

someone visited, for example,
signonsandiego.com, it might
be barred from knowing a user went to the Web page displaying this story.
Still, Martjn said, many peer
pie who send an e-mail or visit
a Web site probably expect
that they are doing so in private.
He said under the ruling,
the government can obtain
such information from Internet service companies about
anyone - not just those suspected of a crime - without a
warrant
The ruling opens the door
to wider government surveillance, Martin said.
·
"The reason this is a novel
issue is that up to now, police
don't do this that much," he
said. "One of the important
things about this decision isthat once you say it is OK to
do it, you are going to see
police do it a lot more."
The decision came in the
case of Dennis Alba, a former
Carlsbad man convicted in
2003 of leading a drug ring
that produced massive
amounts of the drug Ecstasy
at an Escondido lab.
At the time, authorities said
it was the largest Ecstasy op·

"One of the
important things
about this decision
is that once you
say it is OK to do it,
you are going to
see police do it a
lot more."
SHAUN MARTIN,
USD law professor

eration they had seen - pouring out 1.5 million pills a
month and netting an estimated $10 million in profit per
month.
In May 2001, authorities began to snoop on Alba's e-mail
and Internet activity. They later used the information to obtain a search warrant to further investigate the case.
Alba's lawyer, Michael
Crowley, objected to the tactics but was rebuffed by the
trial judge. Crowley said he
would seek a review of the
decision by a larger panel of
the appeals court
"It's too important a decision to be decided by a threejudge panel," he said. "It just
gives the government unbridied authority to do what they
want There is no judicial
oversight, no check or balance."
Alba's appeal was joined
with that of his cerleader of
the drug ring, Mark Forrester. While upholding Alba's
30.year sentence, the judges
reversed Forrester's identical
prison term b~use of errors
by the trial judge.
Todd Robinson, the federal
prosecutor on the case, said
the government will retry Forrester. Because Forrester's
retrial is pending, the prosecutor declined to comment on
the appeals court ruling on
Alba's case. .
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A San Diego public school has become part of a national debate over religion in schools ever since a
substitute teacher publicly condemned an Arabic language program that gives Muslim students time for
prayer during school hours.
Carver Elementary in Oak Park added Arabic to its curriculum in September when it suddenly absorbed
more than 100 students from a defunct charter school that had served mostly Somali Muslims.
After subbing at Carver, the teacher claimed that religious indoctrination was taking place and said that
a school aide had led Muslim students in prayer.
An investigation by the San Diego Unified School District failed to substantiate the allegations. But
critics continue to assail Carver for providing a 15-minute break in the classroom each afternoon to
accommodate Muslim students who wish to pray. (Those who don't pray can read or write during that
non-instructional time.)
Some say the arrangement at Carver constitutes special treatment for a specific religion that is not
extended to other faiths . Others believe it crosses the line into endorsement of religion.
Supporters of Carver say such an accommodation is legal, if not mandatory, under the law. They note
the district and others have been sued for not accommodating religious needs on the same level as nonreligious needs, such as a medical appointment.
Islam requires its adherents to pray at prescribed times, one of which falls during the school day.
While some parents say they care more about their children's education than a debate about religious
freedom, the allegations - made at a school board meeting in April - have made Carver the subject of
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heated discussions on conservative talk radio. District officials have been besieged by letters and phone
calls, some laced with invective.
The issue has drawn the attention of national groups concerned about civil rights and religious liberty.
The Council on American-Islamic Relations, Anti-Defamation League, American Civil Liberties Union
and the Pacific Justice Institute are some of the groups monitoring developments in California's secondlargest school district.
Among the critics is Richard Thompson, president and chief counsel with the nonprofit, Michiganbased Thomas More Law Center devoted to "defending the religious freedom of Christians."
He said he's "against double standards being used," such as when there is a specific period for Muslim
students to pray and not a similar arrangement for Christians.
Carver's supporters noted that Christianity and other religions, unlike Islam, do not require their
followers to pray at specific times that fall within school hours, when children by law must be in
school. Amid the controversy, the district is studying alternatives to the break to accommodate student
prayer.
Capitalizing on what it considers a precedent-setting opportunity created by the Carver situation, the
Sacramento-based Pacific Justice Institute has offered to help craft a districtwide "Daily Prayer Time
Policy."
In a letter, the religious-rights organization urged the district to broaden its accommodations to
Christians and Jews by setting aside separate classrooms for daily prayer and to permit rabbis, priests
and other religious figures to lead children in worship on campuses.
A lawyer representing the district said those ideas would violate the Constitution's prohibition against
government establishment of religion.
The uproar over Carver comes as schools across the country grapple with how to accommodate
growing Muslim populations. In recent weeks, the University of Michigan's Dearborn campus has been
divided over using student fees to install foot-washing stations on campus to make it easier for Muslim
students to cleanse themselves before prayer.
"These things are surfacing more and more in many places where large communities of Muslims are
coming in and trying to say this is our right," said Antoine Mefleh, a non-Muslim who is an Arabic
language instructor with the Minneapolis public schools.
His school allows Muslim students to organize an hour of prayer on Fridays - Muslims typically have
Friday congregational prayers - and make up class work they miss as a result. During the rest of the
week, students pray during lunch or recess.
The San Diego chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations supports the Carver program.
"Our country is transforming demographically, religiously," said Edgar Hopida, the chapter's public
relations director. "Our country has to now accommodate things that are not traditionally accounted for
before."
Carol Clipper, who is the guardian of two grandchildren enrolled in the school's Arabic program, said
she believes students should be "given the freedom" to pray. Clipper is Christian, and her grandchildren
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are being raised in both Islam and Christianity.
"I take them to the mosque and they go to church with me," she said.
Another parent, Tony Peregrino, whose son is not in the Arabic program, said he's OK with the Muslim
students praying. What he cares about, he said, is that teachers are doing their job, and his son's
education is not affected.
Courts have ruled on a series of school prayer cases over the past half-century, but legal scholars say a
lack of clarity remains.
"This is an area where the law is notoriously erratic," said Steven Smith, a constitutional law professor
at the University of San Diego .

•

Voluntary prayers by students are protected pnvate speech, the courts have said. That means students
can say grace before a meal and have Bible study clubs on campus, and several San Diego schools do.
Public school employees, however, cannot lead children in prayer on campus.
Students also can be excused for religious holidays, such as Yorn Kippur, the Jewish day of atonement,
and Good Friday during Holy Week.
The federal Equal Access Act requires that extracurricular school clubs, religious and non-religious, be
treated equally.
San Diego Unified was sued in 1993 when it denied a University City High School student's request to
hold lunchtime Bible fellowship. The court found the district discriminated against religion, because it
allowed secular clubs to meet during lunch.
Brent North, a lawyer retained by the district to address concerns related to the Carver program, said the
district learned from the University City High case to be "careful about restricting students' right to
their own private religious expression, including when it's on campus."
The district cites Department of Education guidelines on prayer:
"Where school officials have a practice of excusing students from class on the basis of parents' requests
for accommodation of non-religious needs, religiously motivated requests for excusal may not be
accorded less favorable treatment."
The midday prayer for Muslims here generally falls between 1 and 2 p.m., North said, and that is before
the school day ends.
"What is unique about this request is the specificity of the religious requirement that a prayer be offered
at a certain time on the clock," he said.
North went on to say, "The district's legal obligation in response to a request that a prayer must be
performed at a particular time is to treat that request the same as it would treat a student's request to
receive an insulin shot at a particular time."

(

Mefleh, the Minneapolis Arabic instructor, said he allows his Muslim students to pray at the end of
class during the monthlong observance of Ramadan, Islam's holiest period.
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"Some accommodation has to come from both sides," he said. "I just tell them prayer is good. Class is
good, too. Your time is precious. You have to come to an agreement with them without making a big
fuss. If you want to pray, I understand, but I don't want to interrupt the class too much."
LOAD-DATE: July 3, 2007

http://O-web.lexis-nexis.com.sally.sandiego.edu/universe/printdoc

8/15/2007 47

News: 'Good enough care' I miranda, social, children - OCRegister.com

http://www.ocregister.com/news/miranda-social-children-l 780936-..

A Juvenile Court judge sent 2-year-old Miranda Davila
back to parents with a history of drug use who said they
weren't ready for her. Critics say what happened next
wasn't a surprise.
By JENIFER B. McKIM
The Orange County Register
Miranda Davila's parents faced a painful choice.
The recovering drug addicts were told in early 2003 they needed to take their 22-month-old
daughter back to their cramped motel room or risk losing the girl to the child welfare system
forever.
Tonia Fernandez and Salvador Davila decided to take their little girl home, despite concerns
that the toddler - who'd been in foster care since birth - would add new stress when they
were already struggling to care for four other children in one small room.
They did so even though their social worker told the Orange County Juvenile Court that the
child would be at risk if returned to a family not ready for her.
Commissioner Gary Vincent said Miranda could go home.
Seven months later paramedics found her bruised and unconscious, her skull shattered, in a
motel room fouled with mold and infested with maggots. She died a few hours later.
Fernandez told police she accidentally hurt Miranda, then changed her story and blamed her
longtime boyfriend. Davila was convicted of second-degree murder and is now serving a
25-year-to life sentence. The couple's remaining children were taken by Social Services.
Davila didn't respond to a letter sent to him in prison. Fernandez could not be found.
But the little girl's story - detailed in hundreds of pages of confidential records obtained by
The Orange County Register - shows how the system meant to protect abused and
neglected children failed this little girl.
The family's story also opens a window into the growing toll of methamphetamine on local
families. Miranda was part of a spike in such births. The number of families in the child
welfare system with substance abuse problems jumped from 329 in 2000 to 498 in 2005.
Orange County social workers intervened in 181 cases where babies tested positive for
drugs last year.
The Register first learned about Miranda's case during an investigation of 23 abused and
neglected children who died since 2000 while under protection of the court. The Register
litigated for two years to force the Superior Court to release Miranda's records.
Miranda's foster mother and paternal grandmother said they tried to get help but were
ignored.
"They never should have given that baby back," said foster mother Nancy Perez, who cared
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for Miranda since infancy and testified in defense of the father, Davila. "Even when I told
(the social worker) the baby had signs of abuse, nothing was done."
Commissioner Vincent was the same judge who presided over the case of Darian Robinson,
a 10-month-old foster child who was murdered in 2001 after being returned to his mother. In
Darian's case, Vincent also dismissed a social worker's recommendations.
Vincent cut back his hours in March, after 17 years on the bench, and now works only part
time as a judge. He declined to be interviewed for this story.
In an interview last fall, Vincent said social workers often make incorrect recommendations
because they don't know the law. He said he can't keep families apart unless there is
convincing evidence of substantial risk of harm.
"We can't take children away because we don't like their parenting style, their cleanliness, or ·
(that) they are poor," he said. "It has to be foreseeable there is a problem."
Judge Robert Hutson, presiding judge of the Juvenile Court, also defended Vincent's
decision to return Miranda to the family, saying children need the stability of a permanent
home. "We can't let a child stay in limbo forever," Hutson said in an interview last year. "The
child had been in foster care for two years."
Social services officials said once the judge ordered Miranda's return, there wasn't enough
evidence to prove she was at serious risk of danger to remove her again.
But records show clearly that the situation had deteriorated . Senior social worker Daniel
Whitehurst wrote in a report he signed Oct. 9, the day Miranda died, that Miranda's affect
was flat and she lacked energy. The father had lost his job, the motel room was frequently
littered with trash and crumbs and the children were often holed up in the room, Whitehurst
wrote.
Whitehurst did not respond to requests for comment. Social services officials said he is on
leave and not available. But the agency defended him, saying he was honored in 2005 by a
nonprofit that fights child abuse. He was devastated, an agency spokesperson said, when
he heard about the little girl's death.
"The threshold of the law is good enough care. It is not the ideal home, it is good enough,"
said Social Services spokeswoman Terry Lynn Fisher. "There was no legal basis to remove
the child. (Whitehurst) went above and beyond."
Miranda's death while under the protection of the Juvenile Court ignites passionate debate
among child advocates. They disagree whether government did enough, or too much, to
reunite a family struggling with poverty and drug addiction.
Robert Fellmeth, executive director of the Children's Advocacy Institute in San Diego, said
the government leans too far on the side of reuniting fragile families.
"If you've got someone you attempted reunification and they relapse , you don't have to wait
for the third time," Fellmeth said. "Methamphetamines destroy maternal and paternal
instinct. It's a parental disqualifying feature."
DRUG BABY
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Tonia Fernandez rushed into Western Medical Center on May 2001, ready to give birth.
There was no record that the 26-year-old mother had any prenatal care, prompting
immediate suspicion among nurses. Salvador Davila, her 28-year-old boyfriend, appeared
drunk, nurses said.

r

Tests were ordered and Miranda was found positive for amphetamines, becoming one of
1,008 drug babies since 2000 referred to the Orange County Social Services Agency.
Fernandez, already the mother of three young boys, admitted she'd smoked
methamphetamine, a highly addictive stimulant that can create developmental delays in
children. Davila, a high school dropout who worked as a roofer, admitted to a five-year
history of drug use.
Yet the couple's other young children showed no signs of abuse and neglect, social workers
said. The parents said they wanted to take Miranda home and would do what was
necessary to get her back.
First they had to prove they were fit parents.
Miranda was made a dependent of the court and transferred to the three-bedroom home of
a Cypress foster parent, Nancy Perez, who specializes in babies born addicted to drugs.
Social workers deemed the three older brothers safe at their family's home.
The couple agreed to weekly parenting classes, counseling, and twice-weekly drug tests.
They struggled to stay sober. A week after Miranda was born, Davila showed up at a drug
test looking dirty and intoxicated, reports show. Within six months of her birth, both parents
failed three tests in a row, according to social services reports.

(

Recovering from a meth addiction is difficult. Less than a quarter of meth abusers complete
their treatment, according to a 2000 study published in the Journal of Psychoactive Drugs.
Relapses are common. But many family advocates argue that children do better with their
parents, even not-so-perfect ones.
"Children want to have a connection to their birth parents and they deserve to have a
connection to their birth parents," said Nancy Young, director of the National Center on
Substance Abuse and Child Welfare. "Just because they have a drug dependency doesn't
mean they don't love their child."
During that first year, Davila was arrested and jailed for resisting an officer. He lost his job.
The family was evicted from their mobile home and had to move in with relatives . The
mother got pregnant again .
The couple also showed strengths. They continued to attend drug counseling classes and
faithfully visited Miranda, social services reports said. The child reacted well to her parents
and Perez grew especially fond of the father, who never missed a visit.

FINDING A HOME
In a county where the median cost of a home is $645,000, finding adequate housing can be
daunting for even the affluent. For the working poor, with an eviction on their record, it can
be nearly impossible.
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In June of 2002 - when Miranda was a little more than 1 year old - the couple told
Whitehurst, the social worker, they wanted to postpone her return until they found a better
place to live than the home they shared with relatives.
By the time Miranda turned 18 months, the family was living in a small room in the Grand
Inn in Fullerton with their three sons and baby daughter. The room had two queen-size
beds, a refrigerator and an electric wok.
Whitehurst urged the family to take Miranda but Davila continued to resist, citing their living
situation. He told the judge Miranda would be at risk if returned.
"It is preferable to allow the child to return to her parents' care when the parents feel
comfortable with the idea," he said in his report.
Commissioner Vincent postponed a decision four times in nine months, waiting for the
family to find better housing .
Whitehurst tried to help. But Fisher noted that social workers can't provide housing for their
clients. Social workers like Whitehurst average 18 cases, with some carrying as many as 38.
"It was up to them to follow through," she said.
When Miranda was nearly 2 years old, the parents were told by their attorneys they couldn't
put off Miranda's return any longer, Perez said .
"He told me that the lawyer said either you take her now or they are going to put her up for
adoption," Perez said.
Yana Kennedy, the attorney appointed by the court to represent Miranda, defended
Vincent's decision. She said she would have opposed any plan to put Miranda into
long-term foster care.
"This is just a social worker's recommendation. They don't know the law," she said. "They
wanted to get a better place. That doesn't mean someone is going to kill their child."
Richard Wexler, executive director of the National Coalition for Child Protection Reform, said the
judge should have listened to the parents' concern.
"When parents say we are not ready you have to listen to that. It was a remarkably responsible of
them,'' Wexler said. "What judges are hearing is (they need to create) permanence .. . in a situation
like this I would have waited another 18 years."

Bill Grimm, a senior attorney for the National Center for Youth Law, examined Miranda's
case records for The Register. Grimm said he didn't see any changes that showed Miranda
would be safe at home.
"To me it (was) a powder keg ready to explode," he said. "Nothing changed to make it
reasonable to believe it was a safe environment."
'PLEASE TAKE THE BABY'

On March 14, 2003, Perez carried Miranda up the stairs to the Grand Inn. The little girl ran
into her father's arms, she said.
6 of 8
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At first, the family seemed able to care for Miranda, Whitehurst reported.
But as spring turned to summer, the family seemed to be slipping . The parents had lost the
will to improve their housing situation, Whitehurst found. Neither could show proof they were
attending 12-step meetings.
In August and September, Whitehurst found Miranda with multiple bruises. The mother said
the girl had fallen from her playpen . He wrote that Miranda appeared "marginally cared for."
Davila's mother, Angela, visited later that month and found her granddaughter weak and
lacking patches of hair. The motel was filthy.
She begged the couple to let her take Miranda with her, she said. She called Whitehurst
and left a message.
"I said I visited them and the baby looks sick, looks terrible, please take the baby away from
them. I need to talk to you," the grandmother said. "He never called me back."
On Sept. 25, Whitehurst took Davila to visit an apartment complex in Anaheim. Whitehurst
realized, after months of working with the family, that the father hadn't completed any of the
apartment applications at all.
What happened on Miranda's last night remains unclear. The couple's stories changed over
time. Davila told police he was frustrated and had a painful toothache. He pushed his
3-year-old son, he said, the boy collided with Miranda and she "cracked herself."
Later, he testified that Miranda tripped after he pulled her away from Fernandez, who was
biting the little girl on the cheek.
Whatever the scenario, paramedics arrived late Oct. 8 to find Miranda lying on the ground
unconscious. She had a 4-inch fracture running down the back of her skull - a serious injury
that couldn't have come from an accident, a pathologist later explained.
She had bruises or abrasions on her forehead, the bridge of her nose, both cheeks, the right
side of her mouth, her back and on both legs, according to court documents. She had
scarring from earlier injuries.
The bathtub was filled with shrimp and covered with ants and bugs, police reported. Raw
pork was found by the dresser. The refrigerator was filled with maggot-covered food.
The next morning, Whitehurst was called at home. Miranda was in the hospital with a
fractured skull. Her siblings had been taken to Orangewood Children's home.
Whitehurst went to his office and signed a report detailing the deteriorating situation over the
previous months. His recommendation: Miranda should remain with her parents.
He did not mention she was already dead .
Kennedy received the document a few days later. She wishes she'd been made aware of
the problems. But she said that knowledge might not have changed anything .
"Social workers will often pick up the phone and call us. He didn't. Maybe he didn't think it

7 of 8

7/23/200

52

.JM

News: 'Good enough care' I miranda, social, children - OCRegister.com

http://www.ocregister.com/news/miranda-social-children-1780936-..

was bad enough," she said. "There are a lot of situations like this where conditions will go
downhill in a home. It is extremely unusual to have a child killed."
Perez, the foster mother, still is haunted by the death of the brown-haired girl who danced in
her home like a princess.
"Why didn't (the social worker) see what was going on?" she said. "Why didn't they see the
baby was so skinny, she looked like a skeleton? ... Her death could have been prevented."
Child protective services agencies were created to remove minors from unsafe homes. In
the 1980s, the federal government began to focus efforts on helping at-risk families stay
together.
The debate over the balance between protecting children and keeping unstable families
together continues today.
Tragic deaths like Miranda Davila's can swing the pendulum toward pulling children out of
unsafe homes. But a recent study by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology found that
children who aren't obvious candidates for removal do better in life when they remain at
home.
Richard Wexler, executive director of the National Coalition for Child Protection Reform,
said social workers need to limit the number of children they remove so they can
concentrate on the families with bigger problems.
"They do leave children in dangerous homes even as they take more children from homes
that are safe or could be made safe with the right kinds of help." Wexler said . "The two
problems are directly linked."

Contact the writer: 714-796-2295 or jmckim@ocregister.com
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Two businessmen with extensive local government connections made more than half a million dollars
in nine months by scooping up and then reselling downtown property the San Diego Community
College District wanted to use to expand.
Mike Madigan, a consultant who coordinated San Diego's $1 billion ballpark redevelopment project
when Petco Park was being built, and Paul Nieto, former president of the EastLake Co., made $534,375
on a duplex on 15th Street that they bought in January 2006 and sold to the college district in
September 2006.
The involvement of Madigan and Nieto might have brought public attention to the land deal, but their
names are nowhere on the deed because they sold the property to the college through a private trust
held by Nieto's father-in-law.
The San Diego Union-Tribune discovered the complicated transaction during a review of county,
college district and city of San Diego records.
The district decided it wanted the property in 2005, when Madigan and Nieto were negotiating with
college officials over a different development downtown.
Those negotiations went nowhere. But five months after the talks ended, the men bought the duplex at
1025-27 15th St. for $750,000. They transferred it to a trust controlled by Nieto's father-in-law at no
cost, then sold it to the district for $1,284,375. The gross profit was $534,375.
District officials said they knew Madigan and Nieto had bought the property and offered to buy it from
the pair Jan. 18, 2006, for $1 ,125,000, the amount the land was appraised at in December 2005. The
men declined the offer.
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District officials later "saw a new name on the parcel" -- James Shillady -- and bought it from him,
Damon Schamu, the college district's vice chancellor for facilities management, said Friday.
In a May 22 interview, Schamu refused to acknowledge dealing with Madigan and Nieto on the 15th
Street property. When asked whether the college knew it was buying the property from Madigan and
Nieto, he said, "I don't believe that's the name ofrecord," and added that Shillady "is the name we dealt
with."
Schamu also said he didn't know that Shillady is Nieto's father-in-law . But he isn't concerned.
"It's just like any market situation," he said in the earlier interview. "If someone wants to go in and
make a deal with someone else, profit's profit. I can't control that."

[] [] []
No one is calling the transaction illegal. But the situation has prompted at least one government
watchdog to question how the college district conducts business, while another suggests the prope
turnover was a savvy move by private individuals who know the market in which they do busines
Robert C. Fellmeth, director of the Center for Public Interest Law at the University of San Diego
School of Law, said he sees problems on both sides of the transaction.
"My first criticism is of the college," Fellmeth said. "The college should have acted in a timely fashion
to acquire the land before it became publicly known that they wanted it."
Fellmeth noted that California's open-meetings law specifically allows a board of directors to meet in
closed session to discuss the purchase of real estate.
He said the second problem is that Madigan and Nieto had a "very strong fiduciary duty" to the college
district because of their exclusive negotiations. It would be unethical to use that relationship to profit at
the district's expense, he said.
"If Madigan and Nieto learned of the college's intent to buy this property through their fiduciary role in
the redevelopment project, they have a problem, in my opinion," Fellmeth said.
Madigan and Nieto didn't respond to interview requests.
Chancellor Constance Carroll said that while a college district board can meet privately to negotiate a
price for property, it develops its facilities master plan through a public process involving thousands of
employees and stakeholders.
"That's one of the difficulties we have in the public sector. Everything we plan to do is known," Carroll
said. "The result may be a higher cost, but my concern and the board's concern is that our process be
legal and ethical."
District board President Marty Block agreed.
"It does put us at a disadvantage in the marketplace, but it's worth it to ensure the public's business is
done in public," he said.
Board member Peter Zschiesche said the district's policy is to pay fair market value, and that it was
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clear that Madigan and Nieto bought their property well under the market value.
"Madigan and Nieto are big guys, big players," he said. "I don't know how they bought a property under
market value, but this is what they do for a living -- they do deals."
Lani Lutar, president and CEO of the San Diego County Taxpayers Association, said the large profit
"certainly raises an eyebrow" but noted that speculating on property involves risk.

"If these are savvy real estate investors following the college's development plans, you could say they
are being entrepreneurial," she said. "Are they taking advantage of taxpayers? I can't go so far as to say
that."
[] [] []
Before they bought the 15th Street property, Madigan and Nieto were in exclusive negotiations with the
college district for about a year to develop two East Village blocks, most of which the district owns.
The blocks are bounded by 12th, 14th, E and F streets.
The area is home to an old skills center where students learn electronics and auto repair. The college
district wanted the skills center demolished and replaced with housing, retail and parking as a revenue
generator.
Madigan and Nieto listed themselves as principals in TMG, a San Francisco company, and applied for
the job.
Schamu said that in the negotiations with TMG, "we didn't talk about the other developments" in the
district's facilities master plan, which was then being finalized.
The facilities master plan was developed by architectural firm Carrier Johnson and unanimously
approved by the college district board in a public vote in April 2005. Anyone who attended that
meeting or who requested the meeting minutes would have known the board's decision. College
officials also discussed the plan with the Centre City Development Corp. several times in the years
before it was approved, Schamu and Carroll said.
However, the plan wasn't available on the college district's Web site until August 2006.
The college district bought the 15th Street duplex with money from a 2002 taxpayer bond issue for land
acquisition and capital projects. Last year, the district asked taxpayers for more money, saying the first
bond was only enough to complete about 70 percent of the projects that voters were promised four
years earlier.
Schamu said the college district couldn't foresee the dramatic jump in local property values when it
developed the original plan in 2000.
Proposition S, the 2002 measure, approved $685 million in bonds. Proposition N, the one approved in
November, authorized an additional $870 million.
In letters to bond supporters, the college district cited "the escalating inflation in construction costs"
among reasons it needed more money.
The San Diego Tax Fighters group opposed the bond measure. The San Diego County Taxpayers

http://O-web.lexis-nexis.com.sally.sandiego.edu/universe/printdoc

8/15/ 56

LexisNexis(TM) Academic - Document

Page 4 of 5

Association endorsed it.
Schamu said the $342.87 cost per square foot for the duplex was less than what the district paid for
other properties on the same block. He provided examples:
* On Friday, the district closed on the purchase of 1528 Broadway at a price of $410. 77 a square foot.

* The district paid $600 a square foot for 1544-48 E. Broadway in October 2006. The price was higher
because the property had a number of income-producing units, Schamu said.
One purchase price was similar to that paid for the 15th Street property, he said: $320 a square foot for
1529 C St., bought in February.

[] [] []
Madigan and Nieto are well-known in San Diego County government circles, and both have been
involved in numerous local development projects.
Nieto is on the San Diego County Regional Airport Authority board and in the 1990s was president of
the EastLake Co., a Chula Vista home builder.
Madigan has worked as a consultant on public and private development projects. He was known as the
"ballpark czar" for his work on Petco Park.
Recently, he and his wife, former Chula Vista Assistant City Manager Laurie Madigan, were the
subject of conflict-of-interest allegations.
In March, she resigned under pressure after Chula Vista officials learned she had not disclosed that her
husband was working for Lankford & Associates, a company that was talking with her office about a
bayfront project. As part of a negotiated settlement, the city later released a statement clearing Laurie
Madigan of any conflict of interest.
In return for her resignation, she received a $155,000 severance package and lifetime retirement
benefits. The city also paid her legal bills.
The Madigans have drawn attention before for their government dealings -- including a separate
situation involving TMG.
The Union-Tribune reported in October 2006 that Laurie Madigan had worked to bring in TMG to
redevelop an old theater in Chula Vista when she was the city's community development director. The
City Attorney's Office investigated the matter and concluded that her involvement "tainted the process"
because her husband worked for the company. As a result, the deal was canceled.
In 2003, the San Diego Ethics Commission fined Mike Madigan $1,000 for six violations stemming
from failures to properly report his financial interests or those of his wife, which he was required to do
as a city consultant.
Among other violations, he didn't report his wife's stake in her consulting company, which represented
the Padres and the Centre City Development Corp. on the Petco ballpark and redevelopment project.
Zschiesche, the college board member, said he would like to prevent speculators from profiting off the
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college district's expansion plans, but doesn't see how.
"In the world of private enterprise, I sort of accept some things I can't change," he said. "It's an
interesting discussion, and ifthere are some better ways to do it, I would like to know."
FACTS LIST
SAN DIEGO COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
* The district has three colleges -- San Diego City, Mesa and Miramar -- that offer associate degrees
and certificates, and six Continuing Education Centers.

* The college district is publicly funded, with a fiscal 2007 budget of $615 million.
* Since 2002, taxpayers have voted to approve two bond measures for the college to buy land, renovate
and build new facilities. The bond measures total nearly $1.56 billion.
* About 100,000 students a year take academic courses or get job training at district campuses.

CORRECTION-DATE: July 4, 2007
CORRECTION:

A story Sunday about a real estate deal involving land near San Diego City College indicated that the
blocks involved are bounded by 12th, 14th, E and F streets. What used to be 12th Street is now Park
Boulevard, as indicated on the accompanying map.

GRAPHIC: 2 PICS; 1 CHART; 1 MAP; CAPTIONS : 1. Mike Madigan 2. Paul Nieto 3. FACTS LIST
I SAN DIEGO COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 4. San Diego Community College -- Duplex
LOAD-DATE: July 7, 2007
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SOUTH COUNTY

School employees' dual roles in districts raise questions
Governance ethicists raise ing raises for Sandoval, Ricasa president of the independent,
questions about appearances, and 19 other administrators. nonprofit Center for Govern- President Althea Jones works
though, especially when the The amount of the raise will be mental Studies in Los Angeles, for the San Diego Unified
crossover
School employees commonvotes occur as close calculated later based on state said Dominguez deserves School District.
But the Southwestern-Sweetly serve on the governing together as they have recently.
funding.
praise if he recuses himself, water overlap creates an apHow close?
boards-of school districts that
When asked whether he had even if it's after the fact.
don't · employ them. What
In May, Sandoval joined the :considered recusing himself · There's no inherent conflict pearance of possible conflict,
makes a case in South County majority in a 3-2 vote rejecting from the vote on the raises, of interest in being a board Stem said.
"You can't have two masters,
different is three administra- $500,000 for Dominguez's de- Dominguez said he thought he member one place and an emso the question is, 'Where is
tors' dual roles at Southwestern partment.
had done so. It had been his ployee in another, Fellmeth your loyalty?' " he said. "I really
College and the Sweetwater
Sweetwater Superintendent intent to recuse himself, he said.
think that they need to re-evaluUnion High School District, be- Jesus Gandara said he was said, but he may have inadver"If anything, you're probably
cause they're in positions to shocked by the vote because tently cast a vote because he more qualified than most to sit ate whether they should be on
each other's boards."
vote on each other's budgets he considers training educators was distracted by a controversy on the other board," he said.
Sandoval said he saw no conin technology essential to the at the same meeting over
and salaries.
South County is replete with flict of interest in his two votes
Greg Sandoval is · interim district's success.
whether to extend a vice examples.
on funding for Dominguez's deGandara brought the item president's contract and whethpresident of Southwestern and
Chula Vista school t111stee partment. Sandoval said he
a member of the Sweetwater back for reconsideration in er to give-that vice president a Bertha Lopez teaches at an~le· votes on recommendations that
board. Arlie Rlcasa is director June. Sandoval changed his raise that split the board 3-2.
mentary school in National come from the Sweetwater suof student activities at South- mind - and the outcome of the
Domi!}_g:uez said that if he City·. Mountain Empire Unified
western and is on the Sweet- vote. The $500,000 was re- voted for Sandoval's raise, "I School District Superintendent perintendent, not from Dominguez. Gandara made · a better
water board. Jorge Dominguez . stored on a 3-2 vote. Ricasa vot- will definitely look at changing Patrick Judd serves on the Chucase for the funding and providis director of the Educational ed for the funding both times.
my vote on that."
la Vista school board. Sweet- ed more specifics the second
Technology Department at
Nine days after his departRobert Fellmeth, director of water trustee Pearl Quinones time around, Sandoval said.
Sweetwater and a member of ment's funding was restored, . the Center for Public Interest . works for the San Ysidro
He said he's conscientious
Dominguez joined a unani- and the University of San Diego School · District. South Bay
the Southwestern board.
about consulting with SweetThe arrangement is legal. mous college board in approv- _School of Law, and Bob Stern, Union School District board
water's attorneys to steer clear
By Chris Moran
STAF"f WRITER

u,

"'°

of improper votes. He said,
however, that he may have to
go one step further and seek
legal counsel on how to avoid
even appearances of impropriety.
Dominguez and Sandoval
both denied making any deal to
swap votes. The two must regularly communicate about
Southwestern College issues,
but both said they haven't discussed Sandoval's. Sweetwater
votes.
The biggest problem of appearance with overlapping jurisdictions is the potential for a
deal for personal gain, Fellmeth
said. But without evidence of
that, nothing is amiss, he said.
"One could only hope that
decisions are made on the merits," Fellmeth said.
Chris Moran: (619) 498·6637;
chris.moran@uniontrib.com
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College trustees to debate donation cap
By Eleanor Yang Su
STAFF WRITER

July 13, 2007

San Diego Community College District trustees considered an unusual proposal yesterday to repeal a
campaign contribution limit that already exceeds those of San Diego city and county races.
Individuals and groups are capped at giving $3,500 per election to candidates running for the San Diego
Community College District. The limit, passed in a 3-2 vote by the board in 1999, is the only campaign
contribution limit for any community college district in the county.
Yesterday trustees heard the first reading of the proposal, which will be voted on Aug. 30. Though no
trustees commented on the repeal during the meeting, several said in interviews that they support doing
away with the limit.
"It hinders our campaigning," trustee William Schwandt said.

Trustee Rich Grosch, who introduced the proposal, called the limit "unnecessary and reactionary."
The district's policy was passed by trustees after an unsuccessful candidate, Bobby Glaser, received more
than $30,000 in contributions from a wealthy real estate investor. His opponent, former trustee Ken Moser,
introduced the policy, "so one individual wouldn't be able to buy an election."
Campaign contribution limits vary across the state because they are set by different jurisdictions. Californi
voters approved limiting contributions for legislative races to $3,600 per individual in both the primary an
general elections. San Diego City Council candidates can only accept contributions of $270 per individual p
election. Candidates for mayor and city attorney can accept up to $320 from an individual. San Diego
Unified School District set $500 as its limit.
Some observers said they have not heard of entities repealing campaign contribution limits.
"The college district is going in the wrong direction," said Robert Fellmeth director
ter for Public
Interest Law at the University of San Diegp. "It should be setting an examp e by setting reasonable limits certainly no more than $500 a contributor per election. That way they can have an even playing field."
Andy Hollingworth, an unsuccessful candidate in last year's district election, said he believes repealing the
limit would discourage challengers from running for office.
Even if the repeal passes, it's unclear how much impact it will have.
The vast majority of campaign dollars for recent district races have been spent by the district's teachers
union through independent expenditures, which are not limited.
In district races in 2002 and 2004, the union spent more than $330,000 on signs, mailers and other
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campaign materials on behalf of incumbents. In comparison, each of the incumbents raised between $5,000
and $10,000 in last fall's election, mostly from businesses and the union, the American Federation of
Teachers.

(

"(Repealing the limit) will have no affect on us," said Jim Mahler, president of the AFT.

•Eleanor Yang Su: (619) 542-4564; eleanor.su@uniontrib.com
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Attorney Privilege; The state bar is supposed to punish dishonest attorneys. Instead, it too often
coddles them. SF Weekly (California) July 18, 2007 Wednesday

Copyright 2007 New Times, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
SF Weekly (California)
July 18, 2007 Wednesday

LENGTH: 3522 words
HEADLINE: Attorney Privilege;
The state bar is supposed to punish dishonest attorneys. Instead, it too often coddles them.
BODY:

Paul Weakland needed a lawyer. His girlfriend had obtained a restraining order against him after
they quarreled. In Weakland's telling, upset over his reluctance to marry her, she claimed he posed
a physical threat to her; he countered that she lied to authorities to retaliate against him. Whatever
the precise truth, he found himself unable to return to their Sunset District apartment, and sought
an attorney to help him fight the order.
A call to a lawyer referral service led him to Kathleen McCasey, a San Francisco family law attorney
with a small practice in the Fillmore. Weakland recalls that at their first meeting, in August 2003,
she told him, "I'm going to take care of you." He paid her $3,500 to represent him .
Weakland arrived in family court in early September for a motion hearing to rescind the restraining
order. McCasey was nowhere to be seen . The judge continued the hearing to October, but over the
next three weeks, court records show, McCasey ignored Weakland's repeated phone messages and
missed two meetings with him.
She chose the wrong client to snub. A former Army Ranger who survived the cauldron of Vietnam,
the 53-year-old Weakland, a commercial diver by trade, isn't the acquiescent type. He submitted a
complaint against McCasey to the State Bar of California, the regulatory agency that licenses
attorneys. For good measure, he also filed a fraud report with the San Francisco Police Department.
A state bar complaint analyst sent McCasey notice of Weakland's grievance and requested a written
response. She never replied. In December 2003, looking to recoup his $3,500, he prevailed in a feearbitration proceeding before the San Francisco Bar Association . McCasey, again a no-show,
disregarded the ruling.
Weakland sold iered on. Five months later, he won a judgment against McCasey in small claims court
for the amount of the arbitration award. Soon after, perhaps fearing the judge would sanction her if
she defied the order, McCasey mailed Weakland a $3,500 check. It bounced, prompting him to file a
second police report.
McCasey eventually sent him a cashier's check in June 2004. But when she blew off a subsequent
court hearing -- Weakland had discovered he could collect interest from her -- the judge awarded
him an additional $1,000. McCasey obliged by writing him another bad check. She finally settled the
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debt in August, a full year after he hired her.
The payment failed to pacify Weakland. Still bound by his ex-girlfriend's restraining order, thanks to
McCasey's vanishing act, he had to live for a time on his boat docked in Bodega Bay. He pressed the
state bar to crack down on McCasey, convinced he wasn't the sole casualty among her clients. His
instinct proved true.
Court records reveal McCasey bungled three other cases during a 17-month span going back to April
2003. One involved Raymond Wong, who retained her in February 2004, five months after Weakland
first complained about her to-the state bar. Wong wanted to appeal a no-contact order obtained
against him by his ex-wife that prevented him from visiting their two children, who lived with her.
Before departing on a trip to China, he asked McCasey to call him with updates on the case. She
neither phoned him nor filed his appeal.
Wong complained to the state bar in August 2004. Despite his and Weakland's grievances, however;
more than two years elapsed before McCasey faced formal discipline. Last December, the California
Supreme Court suspended her right to practice for 60 days. Weakland greeted the news with bitter
disbelief.
"She's ruining people's lives and she gets a slap on the wrist," he says. "She should be disbarred."
McCasey declined to comment to SF Weekly.
Weakland's lament could double as the motto for clients across California who believe the state bar ·
coddles wayward lawyers at the public's expense. Indeed, the penalties imposed on McCasey almost
qualify as draconian when compared to the free pass given to the vast majority of lawyers accused
of misconduct.
From 2004 to 2006, while receiving written complaints against 41,635 California attorneys, the state
bar deemed less than one-fourth worthy of investigation, according to agency statistics. During the
same period, 1,468 lawyers were punished for wrongdoing, a figure that represents less than 1
percent of the practicing attorneys statewide. Aggrieved clients and consumer advocates disparage
that prosecution rate as a paltry return on the $43 million the state bar spends annually on its
attorney discipline program.
Beyond the modest number of penalties meted out, critics assail the system as perilously slow. On
average, cases that yield sanctions take 18 months to move from the complaint stage to the state
Supreme Court for final approval, with delays of two to three years not unusual. In the interim, a
lawyer bears no obligation to notify current or prospective clients of the bar's investigation -potentially putting multiple cases at risk, as McCasey showed .
State bar officials, while conceding the agency has its flaws, contradict the allegations of leniency.
So do defense attorneys who handle discipline disputes, contending that bar prosecutors have
pursued harsher sanctions since the state Supreme Court's ruling in a recent disbarment case. But
severity remains a matter of perspective. To those already deceived by a lawyer, the discipline
system can leave them feeling cheated twice. "The bar isn't looking after us," Weakland says. "It's
protecting dirty attorneys."

San Francisco attorney Jagdip Sekhon botched seven immigration cases between 1996 and 2001. In
four political asylum hearings, court records state, he neglected to submit the required written
briefs, resulting in deportation orders against his clients. For his misdeeds, the state Supreme Court
handed Sekhon a one-year suspension in 2004 -- with the entire term stayed, enabling him to keep
working as long as he heeded the bar's ethics code .
Around the same time, the court suspended Oakland attorney Deborah Duggan for 13 months for
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fumbling 20 cases. In three of them, after collecting retainers from clients, she never filed their
lawsuits. A few months ago, the court extended Duggan 's suspension to three years, but only after
she failed to reimburse ex-clients or attend legal ethics classes, as required by her probation.
Sekhon and Duggan did not respond to interview requests. But their respective cases raise
questions about why attorney malfeasance that might appear to warrant long suspensions or
outright disbarment -- at least in the view of victimized clients, if not most non-lawyers -- instead
draws milder sanctions.
Legal observers fault an inbred discipline system.
"That's what happens when attorneys are pol.icing other attorneys," says Suzanne Blonder, senior
counsel for HALT, a nonprofit legal reform advocacy group in Washington, D.C. "You end up with a
system that forgets about clients."
California ranks as one of only six states in which non-lawyers play no role in the discipline process
from the adjudication side. In most states, bar panels that review discipline decisions have at least
one public member to give voice to client concerns . In California, the duty falls to judges. "If a jury
of laypeople can decide a death penalty case or a multimillion-dollar civil case," Blonder says,
"they're certainly able to decide about whether attorney misconduct occurred."
Last year, in its nationwide survey of lawyer discipline, HALT rated California's system fifth worst.
(Utah claimed the bottom spot; Connecticut ranked first.) The study knocked the state bar for the
sluggish pace of its prosecutions and for imposing inadequate penalties.
Headquartered in San Francisco, the State Bar of California, in its role as the state Supreme Court's
administrative arm, acts as the sieve for complaints against lawyers. Allegations flow through the
Office of the Chief Trial Counsel, where complaint analysts assess whether a grievance merits
deeper investigation, a review generally completed within 60 days.
A complaint advances if facts suggest an attorney breached the bar's Rules of Professional Conduct
or the state's Business and Professions Code . An agency investigator then probes whether violations
occurred, an inquiry that tends to run six to 12 months, depending on a case's complexity. Those
findings pass to a bar prosecutor, who decides whether to bring charges in State Bar Court, the
adjunct of the state Supreme Court that deals with attorney discipline cases .
A case sits on the Bar Court's docket for an average of six months, and if it later goes to the court's
review panel, another two to three months may pass before the Supreme Court receives it. (The
Supreme Court adopts the Bar Court's decision as the final judgment, with rare exceptions.)
In 2006, out of 14,230 complaints filed with the bar, more than 11,000 were closed after the initial
evaluation, primarily owing to what analysts judged as a lack of validity or evidence . Bar officials say
the lion's share of grievances -- chief among them, clients grousing that their lawyer lost a case -fall shy of ethics and business code violations.
The 3,200 cases forwarded to investigators included some left over from late 2005; nearly twothirds wound up dismissed. Another 400 ended upon an attorney's death, or a lawyer's resignation
or disbarment in a preexisting discipline matter. Almost 300 cases culminated with warning letters
and written agreements in lieu of discipline.

(

By year's end, prosecutors had brought charges against SOS lawyers, most often alleging dereliction
of cases or mishandling of client funds. That's less than 4 percent of the total number of compla ints
filed with the bar last year.
"There's no question that the bar's discipline system is just skimming the surface of bad lawyer
conduct," says San Francisco attorney Richard Zitrin, an expert on legal ethics. "Too many lawyers
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get away with bad behavior." Zitrin has written his share of letters on behalf of attorneys facing
penalties, attesting to their good character. Nonetheless, he says, "Lawyers who get disciplined by
the state bar deserve the discipline -- and deserve harsher consequences."
The State Bar Court decided 417 disciplinary cases in 2006, disbarring 71 lawyers and suspending
250. Judges slapped 96 lawyers with public or private reprovals -- essentially, written
admonishments. In addition, 84 lawyers resigned with charges pending.
The Bar Court weighs mitigating factors before imposing sanctions, ranging from an attorney's
discipline record and mental health to how much time has passed since the misconduct. Such
considerations can produce rulings that read like misprints.
During a monthlong stretch in 1999, attorney Julie Wolff dumped 39 cases referred to her through
an indigent litigant program in Sacramento County, deserting 300 clients . Yet in 2004, a Bar Court
judge let her off with a public reproval, citing Wolff's clean discipline history and the four-year gap ·
between her file purge and the Bar's investigation. Last December, the Bar Court's appellate review
panel applied a degree of corrective logic, hitting Wolff with an 18-month suspension.
The state bar's annual reports on lawyer discipline omit details on the average length of suspensions
approved by the court. But an SF Weekly review of cases since 2004 involving Bay Area attorneys
indicates that most run six months or less. McCasey's lasted 60 days, ending in February.
The Bar Court's discipline order states that McCasey suffered from unspecified "extreme emotional
difficulties or physical disabilities" at the time of her offenses.
A frustrated Weakland meted out his own justice: He placed copies of the court's ruling in the
mailboxes of her neighbors in Alamo. "If the bar wasn't going to give her what she deserved,"
Weakland says, "I figured I could try to embarrass her a little bit."
Disciplinary action taken against California attorneys enters the public record unless a lawyer agrees
to a private reproval before the bar files charges. (The agency posts the discipline history of its
members at www.calbar.ca.gov.) But unlike in Oregon and West Virginia, where every written
grievance against an attorney is disclosed, complaints against California lawyers stay under wraps if
dismissed by the bar.

Robert Hawley, the agency's deputy executive director, asserts that California's policy cleaves the
middle ground between the public's right to know and shielding lawyers from gratuitous character
attacks . "An attorney's reputation is sort of their stock in trade," he says . "Their reputation shouldn't
be dinged unless the complaints are found to have validity."
HALT's Blonder agrees -- to a point. She might fully endorse California's approach if the bar brought
charges and imposed sanctions more quickly. But given the delays, she says, "You're leaving people
vulnerable . You're not shedding enough sunlight on the process."
The bar requires a lawyer, if suspended for 90 days or longer, to notify clients, opposing counsel,
and the courts, but unsuspecting clients can still remain in the dark. Two years ago, South San
Francisco attorney Justin Dahlz received an 18-month suspension for pocketing more than $20,000
in settlement funds intended for five clients. The sanction marked his fourth since 1996.
The suspension took effect in January 2005. Yet the 70-year-old Dahlz continued working, filing
motions in at least two cases. He stopped only when Victoria Townsend, the opposing counsel in one
case, learned of his suspension and informed his client and the judge. Early last year, facing charges
of practicing while on suspension, Dahlz resigned from the bar. He couldn't be reached by SF Weekly
for comment.
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To Townsend, however, his actions typify a dysfunctional discipline system. "You're putting the
responsibility on the person accused of egregious conduct to then tell everyone about it," she says.
"That's insane."

Lissa Jacobson suspected Robert Cram of abducting a pair of feral cats that lived in the backyard of
her Sherwood Forest home. The two neighbors had recently tangled in court after Cram trimmed
four trees along their shared property line, with Jacobson obtaining a small settlement from him. As
revenge, she alleged, he trapped and disappeared Persia and Mittens, the strays she had watched
over for years .

Jacobson wanted to sue -- if an attorney would take the case. A succession of lawyers turned her
down. Christine Garcia, however, sensed a cause celebre in the offing.

A member of the city's animal control and welfare commission, Garcia advertises her "vegan-owned"
Presidio practice as "The Animal Law Office." She filed Jacobson's suit in Superior Court in 2002
without interviewing anyone besides her client, court records show. Her sprawling, 14-count
complaint alleged that Cram inflicted emotional distress, violated the Food and Agriculture Code,
and committed "trespass to chattel." She asked for damages of $876,000, or about 35 times what
Jacobson says she planned to seek.
Court documents also show that Garcia mailed letters to Cram's neighbors accusing him of
"malicious actions"; her Web site referred to the suit as a "wrongful death case."
Cram had legally trapped feral cats on his property and delivered them to the Society of Prevention
for Cruelty to Animals so that they could be fixed and released back into the neighborhood . An SPCA
worker affirmed that claim in a defense deposition. (Cram declined to comment to SF Weekly .)
In November 2003, the suit was tossed at trial, and Garcia and Jacobson were ordered to pay
$77,000 to cover Cram's attorney's fees. The judge blasted Garcia for exploiting a meritless case "to
vent her political and philosophical beriefs regarding animal rights," and for preying on Jacobson's
"one-sided vendetta" against Cram.
Garcia took the unusual step of adding her name as a plaintiff when she appealed the case in 2004.
The move set up a complicated three-way standoff among her, Jacobson, and Cram that led to the
appeal's demise. Jacobson, who had hired a new attorney, was forced to cover the $77,000.
Cram's lawyer and Jacobson complained to the State Bar, and last October, the Supreme Court
ordered Garcia to serve a four-month suspension, ruling that she "failed to perform legal services
competently." The court also found she had added her name to the appeal knowing Jacobson might
be stuck paying the entire sanction award as a result.
And yet, to listen to the 32-year-old attorney, she's the victim. "I've been treated so unfairly. I don't
really think I deserve what I've been put through," Garcia told SF Weekly before declining to
comment further.
San Francisco attorney Jonathan Arons, who represented Garcia before the bar, said even less about
her case. But as a member of the small fraternity of lawyers who defend their brethren in discipline
cases, he contends the bar has of late taken a tougher approach . He traces the trend to a state
Supreme Court ruling in 2005 in the case of a Pacific Palisades lawyer.
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The court disbarred Ron Silverton in 1975 following his conviction on fraud and conspiracy charges
in an insurance scam. Unlike other states, California lacks a permanent disbarment statute;
attorneys who lose their license can apply for reinstatement after five years. Silverton gained reentry to the bar in 1992, but new allegations of misconduct surfaced in 2003, with clients alleging
that he had charged exorbitant fees and siphoned settlement money. In disbarring him a second
time, the Supreme Court chastised the bar for straying too far from sanctioning guidelines.
Arons accuses bar prosecutors of reacting to the ruling in the extreme, pushing for the harshest
sanctions possible without regard for an individual's circumstance. "The resolution -needs to fit -the offense," he says. "It shouldn't be cookie-cutter justice."
Likewise, Walnut Creek lawyer Jerome Fishkin charges that bar prosecutors "have become lazy.
They just check a box and ask for the maximum [penalty]."
A former bar prosecutor who moved into private practice 15 years ago, Fishkin o
an attorney disciplined for neglecting a client's case. When the Bar Court impose
suspension, prosecutors appealed, demanding the time be doubled. The court ob
questions the rationale. "They probably spent an extra $100,000 to get 30 more
"What's the point? Who's really served by that?"

he example of
-day
but Fishkin
" he says.

ere has to be
To which Robert Fellmeth says, "People depend on attorneys. When they screw
consequences." Fellmeth, head of the Center for Public Interest Law in San Diego, ormerly served
as the bar's discipline monitor. In that role, he audited the system's performance, and he dismisses
defense attorney arguments as so much whining.
"Practicing law is a privilege, not a right," he says. "People -- clients -- are relying on you. You don't
want to see lawyers have their reputations needlessly sullied, but there has to be a safeguarding of
consumer interests."
In fact, the California Supreme Court has written that "the purpose of disciplinary proceedings is not
to punish the attorney, but to protect the public, to preserve public confidence in the profession and
to maintain the highest possible professional standards for attorneys."
Robert Hawley, the bar's deputy executive director, admits to the awkwardness of both shielding
consumers and ~cting as a buffer between lawyers and vindictive ex-clients.
At the same time, he quips, "As long as everyone's complaining, you must be on the right track."
Hawley and Scott Drexel, who heads the chief trial counsel office, deny the bar goes easy on its
members. That criticism, if still persistent, has quieted since the agency switched in 1988 from a
discipline system filled by volunteers to one staffed by full-salaried professionals. But they concede
that, like any bureaucratic body, the agency is limited by budget.
The bar spends $43 million a year on its discipline system, with most of the funds generated
through annual membership dues. The money, however, goes to more than investigating and
prosecuting cases, covering the costs of the State Bar Court, substance abuse counseling for
attorneys, and fee arbitration, among other programs.
As a result, Drexel says, "We're not necessarily interested in prosecuting every tiny technical
violation or ethics lapse." But, he quickly adds, "It's a legitimate concern whether attorneys are
treated more lightly than they should be."
Lissa Jacobson, angry about her cats, looks back at her legal fiasco and blames herself for sticking
with her young attorney. But she also faults Garcia for attempting to turn a lawsuit into an advocacy
campaign, and for the $77,000 in sanctions she had to pay. The Supreme Court eventually ordered
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Garcia to make restitutions to Jacobson, who earns a living as a day trader, but the total will amount
to only a few thousand dollars.
Not long after finally extricating herself from Garcia, Jacobson left California. But her financial and
psychological wounds remain all too fresh. "I was completely betrayed by the very person who was
supposed to be representing me. It's devastating."
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Kids Drop Out of Picture for Many Married Couples
By Ben Arnoldy
The Christian Science Monitor

OAKLAND, CALIF. -- Kids just aren't as big a part of American life
as they used to be .

Jacalyn Blume had her first son when
she was 40 years old . After take a year
off, she has returned to work . She and
her husband have decided that William
will be an only child .

Americans' child-free years are expanding as empty-nest seniors
live longer and more young adults delay - or skip - childbearing .
In 1960, nearly half of all households had children under 18. By
2000, the portion had fallen to less than a third, and in a few
short years it's projected to drop to a quarter, according to a
report from the National Marriage Project.

Children are also taking a back seat in perceptions of marriage's purpose . Since 1990, the
percentage of people who said children were very important to a successful marriage tumbled
from 65 percent to 41 percent. The findings were released in a Pew Research report last week .
For some child-free Americans, their growing numbers argue for greater equality with parents in
government benefits, the workplace, and social esteem. That worries family researchers and child
advocates who see in the same trends a move to a more "adult-centered culture" - one that
threatens the strength of families and the social compact to provide for the next generation.
"We are getting much more of an adult-oriented culture than has ever existed arguably, and that
could prove problematic," says David Popenoe, codirector of the National Marriage Project at
Rutgers University in New Jersey. "You can envision a society in which children are kind of an
afterthought and not in the interests of society as a whole."
He sees the priorities reflected on television: Almost gone are family sitcoms in favor of a
generation of programs following the model of "Friends" and "Sex and the City."
And he worries about a shift at the ballot box. In New Jersey, voters rejected nearly
school budgets in the state last year - the lowest passage rate in more than a decad
to a report from Mr. Popenoe's center.

rding

Harder for child advocates

With parents a smaller presence at the polls - just under 40 percent in the 2004 pre
election, some child advocates say it's getting harder to win empathy on issues.
"It's not : Do people love children? It's : Are they thinking about them?" says Robert Fellmetb,
director of the Children's Advocacy Institute at the University of California San Diego School of
Law.
In California, older adults are not passing along opportunities to the next generation, Dr.
Fellmeth argues. He decries the lack of universal health coverage for children, low funding for
foster-child families, and skyrocketing university tuitions .
Fellmeth also sees children being jammed into extreme poverty by the growing trend of out-ofwedlock births - which now stand at 37 percent. The Pew report found growing acceptance
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among younger people for childbearing outside marriage.
"Conservatives in rural areas have basically formed a contract with urban liberals [in California]
at the expense of my clients," says Fellmeth. Conservatives, he explains, have tacitly agreed to
stop criticizing out-of-wedlock births in exchange for an agreement from liberals to scale back
spending on child welfare services.
When child-free adults and their advocates look at the political and cultural landscape, however,
they still see inequalities that favor married families and children despite the demographic shifts
away from Ozzie and Harriet's day .
A major flash point: workplace benefits. Family-friendly policies such as flex leave and day-care
options not only allocate more of the benefits pie to workers with children, but child-free workers
also can be left picking up the slack for co-workers on family leave, says Thomas Coleman with
Unmarried America, a nonprofit information service about unmarried adults based in Glendale,
Calif.
Myriad government policies, he says, leave the child-free feeling like second-class citizens everything from the exclusion of siblings under the federal Family and Medical Leave Act to
greater death benefits given to families by Social Security and the U.S. military.
But with only 35 percent of the U.S. workforce having a child under 18 at home, businesses have
begun shifting to more neutral work-life programs. They include the same amount of paid time
off for all workers, cafeteria-style benefits, and generic benefits like gym memberships that all
workers can utilize.
"No one is advocating ignoring the needs of children or those who are raising children. That's
important to everyone in society whether you have children or not, but things have to be more
balanced," says Mr. Coleman .
Part of that balancing act, he says, is taking into account the 19 percent of women in their early
40s who are childless. That's up from 9.5 percent 26 years ago.
Women are marrying later, devoting more attention to careers, and waiting longer to have
children, which sometimes results in them not having children at all.
Other times the choice is deliberate. According to the National Center for Health Statistics, 6.2
percent of women in 2002 between ages 15 and 44 reported that they don't expect to have
children in their lifetime - up from 4.9 percent in 1982.
It's not a widely respected choice.
"There is a social stigma, [but] I think it's not equally applied across the country and not equally
applied to both genders," says Vincent Ciaccio, a spokesman for No Kidding!, an international
group for people without children based in Vancouver, British Columbia. "I am aware of [some
women] who just don't mention they are child-free in mixed company."
Poll of the child-free
For a master's thesis, Mr. Ciaccio conducted one of the few surveys of the child-free in the United
States, involving 450 individuals. The more common motivations included concerns for personal
space and time, and no feeling of a compelling reason to have kids.
Among married couples in Ciaccio's survey, 62 percent said they were concerned children would
undermine their relationship with their spouse .
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Preserving spousal companionship ranked high in another survey of 171 child-free individuals
that was conducted by Laura Scott, who is working on a documentary about being childless by
choice. In dozens of sit-down interviews with childless individuals, Ms. Scott also found generally
high support for public education and community programs for children.
Ciaccio's survey highlighted certain causes among the childless, including government subsidies
for birth control, holding parents responsible for their children, and the establishment of childfree areas in restaurants, movie theaters, and apartments . Also of great importance : simple
respect for their decision.
"People who don't have children and parents have a lot in common. They are not natural
antagonists," says Ciaccio. "If parents respect the choices of people who have not had kids, and
people who have not had kids respect the choices of parents, then we can all move forward
together for mutual benefit

'M:>rldNow
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state program that allows doctors with drug, alcohol or mental problems to continue practicing while
dergoing confidential rehabilitation will be scrapped after a fifth report said it fails to protect patients.
he program simply does not monitor these drug- or alcohol-abusing doctors adequately, thus
posing patients to unacceptable risks," said Julianne D'Angelo Fellmeth, an attorney with the
niversity of San Diego's Center for Public Interest Law.
She called the Physician Diversion Program "a sham and a travesty."
For example, the five reports all criticized the program's drug-testing component because doctors often
could anticipate when they would be tested, said Fellmeth, who wrote one of those audits in 2005.
The Medical Board of California, the agency that licenses and disciplines doctors, voted last week to
end the diversion system by June. The board took action after a parade of patients and others called out
the program's numerous failings during a hearing in San Francisco.
"We realized it's inconsistent with the board's mission for public protection to have a rehabilitation
program that's been subpar," said Dave Thornton, the board's executive director. "This is a program that
has no margin for error."
It was unclear what will happen to the roughly 250 doctors in the program or those who enroll between
now and June. The board members agreed to soon discuss whether any regulatory agency can operate a
diversion program effectively or whether an outside group should handle that task.
The board had spent $500,000 recently to fix problems cited in the first four reports. But in June, the
state auditor found that many deficiencies remained.
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"The medical board ... has not provided consistently effective oversight," the auditor, Elaine Howle,
wrote in her report.
Physicians enrolled in the program are supposed to meet requirements such as submitting to urine tests,
attending group therapy sessions and undergoing psychotherapy. In addition, designated monitors are
required to oversee these doctors' practices.
The state auditor said case managers don't always require enrolled physicians to immediately stop
practicing medicine after testing positive for alcohol or a banned or nonprescribed drug.
Also, program supervisors often relaxed physicians' work restrictions and other orders without evidence
that the doctors actually attended the therapy sessions.
And more than one-fourth of the drug tests weren't performed randomly, as they were supposed to be.
"Some participants could relapse and then request an unplanned vacation to avoid detection," the state
auditor's report said. "These deficiencies caused one participant to comment (in a survey) ... 'Mine
wasn't very random - I was able to "game" it for several years and almost "graduated" while still
using."'
Beyond drug testing, Fellrneth also noted failures with the program's requirement that physicians be
regularly observed by independent, nonimpaired monitors .
"We found that nothing could be further from the truth," she said. "Often the monitors are the doctors'
own office managers, who the doctors ordered to lie."
Physicians groups are opposing the board's decision to shelve the program.
The diversion option has encouraged doctors to come forward about problems that might otherwise stay
hidden until a patient is harmed, said Dr. James Hay of Encinitas. At last week's hearing, he spoke on
behalf of the California Medical Association, the Society of Addiction Medicine and Kaiser
Permanente.
Hay predicted that once the program ends, its participants will be routed into disciplinary procedures.
"I'll tell you, no physician will voluntarily come into the diversion program now," he said. "The board
would like to have any physician with a drug or alcohol problem automatically lose their license."
As a result, he said, problems will come to light only after a doctor has done something so bad that
"someone would have to report them." Getting those physicians to stop practicing will take months to
years because of legal and regulatory obstacles, Hay added .
The board doesn't understand addiction, he said.
"It's a relapsing disease by its very nature," Hay said. "If we assume zero tolerance, you'll say (the
doctor) must lose his license the minute he has any problem."
But at the same hearing, 10 people spoke about being harmed by physicians while the doctors were
enrolled in the diversion program.
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One of them was Tina Minasian of Sacramento. Monday, Minasian said she was deformed by a plastic
surgeon who removed excess skin caused by weight loss from her gastric-bypass surgery. The surgeon
was in the diversion program at the time.
She not only learned afterward that the procedure wasn't appropriate for her, but that her surgeon had
drunken-driving arrests while she was under his care.
Steve Alexander, the board's immediate past president, said his colleagues were convinced about the
need for change.
"To achieve zero tolerance ... required a wealth of monitoring resources. In our government structure,
(that is) just not readily available," he said.
The diversion program has enrolled 1,500 doctors since it began in 1980. It was established to
encourage practitioners with substance or mental health issues to voluntarily seek help .
The board allowed them to keep their license if they completed the five-year course.
Of the 249 doctors in the program as of July, 99 were prompted to enroll by their friends, spouses or
fellow health providers. An additional 108 were referred by the board's enforcement unit - typically
after an incident involving abuse of alcohol or drugs that didn't cause harm to a patient.
In these two categories, the physicians' participation is kept confidential.
Additionally, 32 doctors were ordered into diversion by the medical board as part of a public
disciplinary proceeding.
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O.C. doctor caught up in diversion program
Doctor's lawyer says drug rehab program rules were too
harsh while others say he got too many chances.
BRIAN JOSEPH
Register columnist
CAPITOL WATCHDOG

· ·, SACRAMENTO - For four years, John Hatherley of Huntington Beach used his
position as an emergency room doctor to prescribe himself Vicodin and feed his addiction .
But when he was found out in April 2002, Hatherley didn't lose his license. He entered a statesponsored diversion program .
The program sends doctors to rehab instead of making them go through with disciplinary
proceedings. This allowed Hatherley to continue practicing medicine while he kicked the habit.
But Hatherley couldn't abide by the rules of the program . Five times he tested positive for
alcohol use. Twice his license was suspended. Three times he was diagnosed with alcohol
problems.
Eventually, he was kicked out of the program, ordered to re
kicked out a second time.
Today, Hatherley is on probation but legally may continue tr

and then in June 2006 was

patients.

"This is astounding to me," says Julianne D'Angelo Fellmeth
inistrative director of the
Center for Public Interest Law at the University of San Dieg,.o
the leader of a 2004 audit of
the diversion program. "This is a physician whose license shou d have been revoked years
ago."
Last week, I introduced you to diversion, a Medical Board of California program that's received
five critical audits in its 27-year history. The program is confidential, so patients typically don't
know their doctors have a substance abuse problem until they fail out.
The program is highly controversial - the medical board's executive committee debated ending
the program last month, and the board is expected to address the issue again when it meets
Thursday. But as I explained, the California Medical Association, which represents 35,000
California doctors and is led by former Orange County senator Joe Dunn, is fighting to save
the program, which it calls safe and beneficial.
Diversion has served hundreds of doctors, but the poster boy for its troubles has been Dr.
Brian West, a Los Angeles County plastic surgeon who has been convicted of drunk driving
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twice and who has been accused of horribly disfiguring several of his former patients in
Northern California. After I wrote about West last week, I learned of Hatherley's participation in
the program.
To be fair, records show Hatherley has not used Vicodin since April 23, 2002, and the medical
board has no evidence that he was ever drunk while seeing patients.
In fact, Dr. David Glaser, who is described in board documents as having "extensive
experience in the diagnosis and treatment (of) physicians and other patients with substance
abuse problems ," testified that Hatherley does not have an alcohol problem. According to
board documents, he said Hatherley's alcohol use is a "passive-aggressive response" to the
"frustration and resentment" about having to abide by the program's rule of no drinking even
though he didn't enter the program for alcohol abuse.
Glaser's belief that Hatherley doesn't have a problem, however, contradicts opinions of the
Betty Ford Center; Dr. Charles Kuttner, who performed a psychiatric evaluation of Hatherley;
and the staff of a treatment center in Oregon , who according to documents were concerned
that Hatherley "appeared unwilling or unable to alter behavior to maintain an alcohol-free life."
Attorney Peter Osinoff, who represented Hatherley before the medical board, said those who
concluded Hatherley had an alcohol problem based it on the notion that anyone who faces
severe consequences for drinking but chooses to drink anyway must have a drinking problem.
But he said that's just not so.
"Dr. Hatherley, I'm sure, has had less to drink than both of us," Osinoff told me. "However, he
refused to be a total teetotaler."
The way Osinoff describes it, Hatherley is a victim of the diversion program. The doctor
entered the program and successfully kicked his Vicodin addiction, but kept getting sent to 30day inpatient treatment for drinking a glass or two of wine.
What's worse, Osinoff said, is it's now much harder for Hatherley to find a job after he was
kicked out of diversion and his program history became public. Osinoff said he didn't know
whether Hatherley was currently working.
"It's a shame because he's ... a very, very good ER physician," Osinoff said . He said diversion
serves a "useful purpose," but "it doesn't encourage participation when it's so penalty-driven."
I contacted two hospitals where Hatherley used to split his time, Good Samaritan in Los
Angeles and Queen of the Valley in West Covina , but I didn't find evidence he is still working at
either. I also called Hatherley's Huntington Beach home to find out if he's working and where,
but I got the answering machine. Twice when I tried to leave a message I was cut off midsentence, as though someone were listening and ended the call.
I'm not aware of any evidence that Hatherley's drug or alcohol use ever affected his
performance as a doctor, but Fellmeth, the administrative director of the Center for Public
Interest Law, said that shouldn't matter. The measure of the diversion program shouldn't be
patient injuries, she said, it should be patient endangerment.
"We shouldn't have to wait for people to die," she said . "Unfortunately, that seems to be the
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M.O. in that big white building in Sacramento."
Brian Joseph's Capitol Watchdog column focuses on government practices. To reach him, call
916-449-6046 or e-mail bjoseph@ocregister.com .
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Secret doctor rehab in California to end
MEDICAL BOARD FINDS PROGRAM WAS ABUSED
By Julie Sevrens Lyons
Mercury News
San Jose Mercury News
•\rt ;,:; ,, Lr, un chc:d . 07.' 2 7/ 200 7 0 I : 3<1· 27 AM PDT

For nearly three decades, many drug- and alcohol-addicted doctors in California have been able to continue practicing
medicine while secretly undergoing rehabilitation .
No longer.
The state medical board, meeting in South San Francisco on Thursday, decided to abolish its controversial "diversion"
program - a physician monitoring system which critics say has p
d irresponsible doctors at the cost of patients.
Stating that the primary mission of the board is consumer prote
was "inconsistent" with its policies.

e members decided that operating such a program

By this time next year, physicians will likely face immediate sus
have a substance abuse problem . And the onus will likely be on
won't jeopardize patient care if they want to get their licenses b

of their medical licenses if they are determined to
o complete a treatment program and prove they

"The board did something which very few agencies ever do: It g
properly protecting the public," said Julianne D'Angelo Fellmeth,
courageous step forward ."

part of its turf because they recognized this isn't
of a 2004 audit of the program . "They took a

There are typically from 250 to 300 doctors in the program at any given time, but their participation is confidential and
patients have had no way of knowing whether their doctor or prospective doctor may be battling an addiction.
Physicians relapsed
But several high-profile cases of doctors who relapsed while participating in the program spurred calls for its elimination .
Redwood City Dr. Timothy Trompeter had his license revoked in 2005 after he was arrested for possession of crystal
methamphetamine. He had previously participated in the diversion program for five years .
The program was created in 1980 to give physicians with substance abuse problems a second chance .
"A lot of doctors who came before us in discipline had hurt no one but themselves ," Dr. Gene Feldman, the medical board
president at that time, said in a 1994 presentation . "They were being disciplined at an average cost of $30,000 per case,
and most had already gone into rehabilitation programs and were clean and sober. But we were required to discipline them
and ruin their lives."
Monitoring provided
Supporters of the program say it has protected the public by providing impaired doctors with immediate access to
treatment services and then monitoring them for several years to ensure they have recovered and are capable of treating
patients safely.
"Now that there will be penalty automatically associated with the knowledge they have a problem, no physician is going to
willingly say that they do, " said Dr. Jim Hay, officer of the California Medical Association , a lobbying group which
represents 35,000 physicians in the state. "So the only physicians that will be known to have a problem are the ones who
get drunk driving arrests or come to work intoxicated, where they already created a problem ."
Despite such support, five separate audits of the program have found that early intervention hasn't always kept physicians
from harming their patients. And the public has been left vulnerable because there has been no way to find out whether a
doctor has a chemical dependency issue.
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"The diversion program allows doctors to kill silently," said Janet Lynn Mitchell , a former patient of a Southern Californ ia
physician who was found guilty of fraud . The doctor, she said , helped an anesthesiologist in the diversion program cover
up the death of a patient that occurred after the anesthesiologist left the operating room to get high .
"The doctors haven't suffered ," said Mitchell , "it's the citizens of Cal ifornia who have suffered ."
Horror stories
In her 2004 audit Fellmeth found some physicians in the program have collapsed while on duty due to substance abuse.
And the horror stories are rampant, she said , with some doctors admitting to "gaming" the system so that they could
continue practicing while continuing their drug use. One nearly graduated from the five-year program even though he had
continued to use drugs all along .
"Most of the public would be horrified to know that the Medical Board, whose job it is to protect patients, runs this program
- which protects doctors who have substance abuse problems ," Fellmeth said .
Auditors have determined that random drug tests weren't so random ; that tests often failed to catch illicit substances ; and
that "work site monitors" - unimpaired people who shadowed doctors in the program at work - at times lied to cover up the
extent of the doctor's addiction problems. One monitor was a doctor's own office manager, who feared that if she didn 't do
as he said, she could lose her job.
In more than a handful of cases , doctors had relapsed at least four times before even being considered for termination
from the program .
"These doctors were allowed to practice," Fellmeth said , "while not being adequately monitored."
Contact Julie Sevrens Lyons at jlyons@mercurynews.com or (408) 920-5989.
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Drug-alcohol help for doctors gets review
today
By Aurelio Rojas - Bee Capitol Bureau
Published 12:00 am PDT Thursday, July 26, 2007
The Medical Board of California meets today to discuss its drug and alcohol diversion
program for doctors, which has been criticized in several audits for being ineffective and
endangering patients.
Stung by adverse publicity, the California Medical Association has taken the unusual step of
publicly criticizing the board that licenses its 35,000 physicians for lax enforcement of the
program .
The 27-year program, which treats up to 400 doctors at a time with funding from physician
fees, is scheduled to be terminated on July 1, 2008, unless the Legislature extends it.
The CMA, which helped to establish the program, believes it still serves a useful function and
should be allowed to continue.
"We think (the medical board) should support reauthorization and get to fixing the
problems," said Sandra Bressler, the CMA's vice president for medical and regulatory policy.
administrative director of the Center for Public Interest Law

"It is an untenable conflict of interest for the medical board," said Fellmeth, the author of a
critical 2004 audit. "It cannot have this program, whereby (it) conceals from the public
physicians who they know are substance abusers."
Among others expected to testify at the hea,ring in South San Francisco are three patients,
including Tina Minasian of Sacramento, who say they were injured by impaired doctors.
Minasian said she was "physically deformed" by a plastic surgeon who the medical board
allowed to continue practicing despite two drunken driving convictions and several patient
complaints of negligence .
"The board's performance in administering the program over the last 27 years -- as
documented in five audits - - proves that this program does not work," Minasian said in a
statement.
An audit released in June by the California state auditor found the board does not always
require physicians in the program to stop practicing immediately after testing positive.
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It also concluded the program inconsistently monitors participants, with more than one in
four urine tests not performed as randomly scheduled .
In response to the audit, the medical board's executive committee met and entertained, but
defeated, a motion to eliminate the program.
Today, the full board will meet to consider "how to best protect the public with respect to the
future of the diversion program," said board spokeswoman Candis Cohen. Among the
options, she said, are abolishing the program and hiring a vendor to run it. That proposal is
opposed by both the CMA and Fellmeth, who contend it would not ensure the problems are
addressed .
Sen . Mark Ridley-Thomas, chairman of the Senate Public Safety Committee, has threatened
to work to discontinue funding for the program unless it is strengthened.
In a statement, the Los Angeles Democrat said that, regardless of the medical board's
decision, his support for continuing the program depends on three guiding principles.
The program, he said, must ensure that participants "are sufficiently monitored under all
circumstances."
Ridley-Thomas said the program also must also ensure that doctors who test positive will not
be allowed to practice, and there must be some measurement of outcomes .
The senator said his Senate Bill 761 addresses some of those issues, including "suspending
from practice any physician who tests positive for alcohol or drugs."
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This story is taken from Sacbee / Politics.

School oversight measure advances
With watchdog agency for for-profit colleges gone,
legislators argue about path to reform.
By Judy Lin - Bee Capitol Bureau
Published 12:00 am PDT Friday, July 6, 2007
Democrats in an Assembly committee advanced a bill Thursday that would revive oversight
of California's career-oriented schools despite the Schwarzenegger administration's continued
criticism that it's too heavy-handed.
The Assembly Higher Education Committee approved Senate Bill 823 by Senate President Pro
Tern Don Perata on a partisan vote of 5-2. Assemblyman Anthony Portantino, who chairs the
committee, stressed the urgent need to restore oversight after a state law requiring review
of 1,500 for-profit postsecondary and vocational schools expired Saturday.
"If we don't let this bill out, we're in an even more precarious situation , " said the Democrat
.
.
.
from la Carfada Flintridge .
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and lawmakers have been unable to agree on how best to
reform the California Bureau for Private Postsecondary and Vocational Education . The bureau
had been criticized for being ineffective at protecting students from so-called diploma mills
and for being choked with red tape that made it difficult for schools to comply with state
regulations .
State leaders had tried to push through a stopgap measure to prevent the bureau from being
dismantled, but that bill didn 't make it to the governor's desk in time.
Assembly Bill 1525 by Assemblyman Paul Cook, R-Yucca Valley, was administrationsponsored legislation that would have extended the bureau's life for seven months during
work on a permanent overhaul bill. However, AB 1525 has suffered much of the same
criticism as Perata 's bill and isn 't expected to come up for a vote in the Senate until Monday.
"There is an urgency to get AB 1525 down to the governor's office, so he can sign it as
quickly as possible while we continue to work diligently with the Legislature on a larger
reform measure," said gubernatorial spokeswoman Gena Grebitus .
On Thursday, Perata's SB 823 advanced -- despite being criticized from all sides -- because
lawmakers worried that doing nothing would be worse. Currently, there is no state oversight
of an industry serving some 400,000 students .
Students owing as much as $160,000 told lawmakers how they enrolled in schools believing
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they could easily get high-paying jobs upon graduation.
Sara Bachman-Williams, 27 , and Michelle Freeman, 29, both attended a Career Education
Corp. school in Los Angeles .
"When we met the admissions officer, we were told lie after lie about the schools, including
two of the most important reasons to attend: job placement and short graduation time,"
Bachman-Williams said.
After completing her course work in interior design, Bachman-Williams said, she was unable
to find a job and now owes $50,000 in loans, one of which carries an 18 percent interest
rate .
Freeman, who also studied interior design, said she too was unsuccessful at finding a job and
owes $70,000 in school loans .
"We were all under the impression that we would graduate with businesses fighting for us to
work for them," she said . "We would be making so much money that our loans would be paid
off . ... We were lied to, and now we are terrified, jobless and in a scary amount of debt."
The state Consumer Affairs Department has issued a reminder to potential students to do
their homework before spending thousands of dollars on professional training and education .
Student advocates accused schools of inflating career placement and graduation rates . Some
schools, they say, fail to inform students that their course work would not transfer to other
institutions.
"We need this bill," said Ed Howard of the Center for Public Interest Law at the Upjyersjty of
s...q Diego. He said no regulation would leave students without any protection .
Representatives of schools countered that Perata's bill was crafted by lawyers who make a
career out of suing schools . Robert Johnson, executive director of the California Association
of Private Postsecondary Schools, said the 128-page bill is unreadable, full of errors and
meant to pun ish schools .
"We're getting to the end where someone needs to stand up and say this bill needs to read
right," Johnson said.
Cook, who also serves on the Assembly Higher Education Committee, suggested breaking up
the bill into pieces because it's so cumbersome.
But Portantino said the Legislature is running out of time on the leg islative calendar. He said
the committee had to let the bill out despite it not being veto-proof.
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Correction Appended
SECTION: LOCAL; Pg. B-1
LENGTH: 861 words
HEADLINE: Family buries toddler;
He had massive brain injuries; foster mother has been arrested;
DEATH SHINES LIGHT ON FOSTER CARE CONFIDENTIALITY
BYLINE: Joe Hughes and Greg Moran, STAFF WRITERS
DATELINE: SAN DIEGO
BODY:

SAN DIEGO -- Malachi Jermaine McBride-Roberts' life was brief and difficult.
He was born to a teenage mother living in foster care. After she ran away, he was sent to live with
another foster family.
Malachi would have turned 2 on Thursday. But he died eight days ago from massive brain injuries. His
foster mother, Linda Coleman, has been arrested in connection with his death.
The incident sheds light on a confidential foster care system, one that critics say doesn't track deaths.
Malachi's biological parents -- Keshia Roberts, 18, and Stefon McBride, 23 -- weren't talking about the
foster system yesterday when they buried their son.
"I just want a proper burial for my son," Keshia Roberts said as tears streamed down.
McBride leaned on her shoulders and sobbed during services at Anderson-Ragsdale Mortuary Chapel in
the San Diego community of Webster. About 75 family members and friends -- some wearing white Tshirts that pictured Malachi -- attended.
"This would not have happened had he been in my care," McBride said afterward. "The last time I saw
Malachi alive was a month ago. I got to take him to McDonald's and buy him a hamburger."
Malachi lived with Coleman, two of her grandchildren and another foster child in a two-bedroom
apartment in the Mountain View neighborhood of San Diego, police said. The other children, ages 2, 9
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Deaths in foster care
Since 2000, according to data collected by
hildren's Advocacy Institute at the University of San
Diego School of Law and by The San Diego Union-Tribune, 30 children died in foster care in the
county.
The deaths are from all manner of causes, not just abuse. The Medical Examiner's Office ruled at least
seven as sudden infant death syndrome.
Last year, three children died in foster care in the county.
Oceanside police are still investigating the death in November of a 4-year-old girl who was in foster
care.
The Medical Examiner's Office determined Angelina Espalin died of blunt-force head trauma and was a
homicide victim. She was unconscious when her foster parents took her to a hospital, said police, who
have not made any arrests.
All is confidential
Foster care is a massive statewide system administered by counties.
Broad confidentiality laws shield everyone, including foster parents, meaning the number of children
who die in foster care in the county -- or statewide for that matter -- is not readily known.
"The state does not have any centralized tracking system of kids who die in foster care," said Christina
Riehl, an attorney with The Children's Advocacy Institute. "They absolutely should be tracking them -these are children of the state."
The institute had to query each of the state's 58 counties to compile statewide fatality data.
The institute reported that 65 deaths of children in foster care occurred statewide in 2006. In 2005, 48
deaths occurred statewide.
The total number of children in foster care in the county has fluctuated in recent years, from a high of
7,136 in 2000 to a low or 5,783 in 2006. Statewide, about 75,000 are in the system.
Malachi's parents said they reluctantly relied on foster care, unprepared to provide for their son.
Keshia Roberts, raised in foster care from the time she was 9 months old, was 16 when she gave birth to
Malachi.
Despite being born with a hole in his heart, Malachi lived with the verve of a healthier toddler.
"He was always running and jumping around, smiling and laughing, as if nothing was wrong," said
Tina Roberts, the boy's grandmother. "He didn't deserve this."
Questions remain
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Homicide investigators are still trying to determine what happened to Malachi.
State and county foster care officials either could not be reached or declined to comment yesterday.
Coleman, 47, surrendered to San Diego police Tuesday evening after autopsy results revealed Malachi
died of blunt force trauma to the head. Coleman, who is being held without bail, is scheduled to be
charged with murder Monday.
Police said Coleman called 911 from her Mountain View residence June 27 and said the boy -- who had
been in her care for less than three months -- was having seizures and difficulty breathing.
Paramedics rushed him to a hospital, where he died two days later. Coleman has told authorities he fell
from his crib.
Besides his heart problems, Malachi suffered from asthma and a skin disorder. Despite open-heart
surgery last year, he seemed healthy and happy in recent months, family members said.
For the first 16 months of Malachi's life, Eddtwanna Starks was his foster mother. She also cared for the
boy's mother, Keshia Roberts.
But the living arrangements fell apart earlier this year.
"Keshia suddenly ran away ... and left the boy with me," said Starks, 32.
Without the mother to help, Starks said that she couldn't give the boy the care he needed. She had other
children living with her in her east San Diego home.
So Malachi was turned over to Coleman three months ago.
Everything seemed fine to those who knew Malachi.
"We were able to visit," Malachi's father said. "I didn't see any problems or I would have done
something."
Malachi was buried in Mount Hope Cemetery yesterday.

CORRECTION-DATE: July 10, 2007
CORRECTION:

A story Saturday about the death of Malachi Jermaine McBride-Roberts incorrectly said that after his
teenage mom ran away, their foster-care mother, Eddtwanna Starks, turned the toddler over to another
caregiver because Starks had other children living with her and could not give the boy the care he
needed. In fact, Starks has no other children living with her. Her decision was made for financial
reasons. The Union-Tribune regrets the error.

GRAPHIC: 3 PICS; CAPTIONS: 1. Three friends joined Stefon McBride as pallbearers for McBride's
son yesterday at Mount Hope Cemetery. The boy, not yet 2, died June 29 with massive head injuries. 2.
A photograph of Malachi Jermaine McBride-Roberts was on the cover of the program for his funeral
service yesterday. 3. Among family and friends grieving at Malachi Jermaine McBride-Roberts' casket
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yesterday were his parents, Keshia Roberts and Stefan McBride. (Ed. S); PHOTOBY: 1,2,3. Nelvin C.
Cepeda / Union-Tribune
LOAD-DATE: July 16, 2007
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Roun dtabl e discussion

1

-\jorporate governance' per me ate s all typ es
By DOUG SHERWIN
The Daily Transcript

The two words uttered most
often in boardro oms around the
country today are "corpor ate
governance."
You can't escape a meeting
withou t being exposed to the
trendy catch phrase.
The high profile scandal s of
Enron and Worldc om at the start
of the decade, followe d by
Congre ss' legislat ive respons e,
have made account ability a top
priority among busines ses, both
big and small, public and private.
Even nonpro fit organiz ations
have felt the aftershocks.
"It has become an expecte d
topic that you discuss at busines s
meeting s and confere nces;' said
Susan Snow, chief financia l officer for Maxim Systems , a private
,mpany headqu artered in San
..,iego. "And you get educate d."
The ensuing dialogu e has
helped raised the level of expectations and increase d the qualifications required for those wanting to join a company's board of
directors.
"If you can't read a balance
sheet and an income stateme nt,
you should not be sitting on a
board, even if you're not head of
the finance commi ttee; Snow
said. "You have to underst and
that you're overseeing the strategic directio n of a business."
Snow and others gathere d at
the Daily Transcr ipt offices
recently for a roundta ble discussion on the topic. The roundta ble
was modera ted by Executi ve
Editor George Chambe rlin and
include d
The
Corpor ate
Directo rs Forum, a nonpro fit
organiz ation in San Diego
designe d to build better director s
through educati on and network mg, has seen its respons~tjilities
·ow in the past decade.
'We see our role in the community is differen t;' said Janice
Kasseb aum,
a
Corpor ate
Directo rs Forum board membe r
and preside nt of San Diego
Private Bank. "We have the
respons ibility of bringin g in

of bu sin ess - public or no t

Eric Loumeau, a busines s and finance attorney for Mintz Levin Cohn
Ferris Glovsky and Popeo P.C., says costs related to SOX complia nce
should start to decreas e over the next few years.

speaker s. We have the respons ibility to make sure people that
doing the right thing in the
boardro om are recogni zed properly.
"It's in helping these companies be more success ful and
bring in more shareho lder value."
When discuss ing corpora te
governa nce, the topic that
inevitab ly comes up is the
Sarbane s-Oxley Act. Passed by
Congress in 2002, SOX, as it's
commo nly referred to, established strict disclosu re policies
and audit practice s for companies while placing more account ability on 7ompany o:ffici~s .
But the mcrease d scrutiny and
responsibility placed on executives and boards of director s has
made it difficult for compan ies to
obtain top ~ier talent, accordi ng
to local_ busmes sman and fo:1'Iller
San Diego mayora l candida te
Steve Francis .
"You really have to be very
careful about joining a board
because of the liability," said

Francis , co-foun der and chairman of AMN Healthc are (NYSE:
AHS).
An attracti ve compen sation
package isn't enough for many
quality candida tes,
who've
already achieve d success.
Those who are still willing to
serve, meanwh ile, will limit the
I number of boards they'll join,
I which can be an uninten ded
benefit.
"That means your director s are
more engaged with what's going
on," Francis said. "They have a
greater interest in the company,
and they're asking the tough
question s."
Becaus e of the increas ed
account ability placed on companies, more is expecte d of directors now, accordi ng to C. Hug
Friedma n, Frofess or oflaw at the
Univers ity of San Diego. They
simply can't plead ignoran ce.

81

Susa n Snow, chief financial officer for Maxim Systems, says corporate governance has beco me an

expected topic at all business
meet ings and conferences.

The dutie s of direc tors for
char itabl e orga niza tions has
incre ased as well.
"It used to be that nonp rofit
boar ds were just expe cted to
said
money,"
som e
raise
Fried man , calli ng them "trop hy
direc tors." "It was all staff driven."
Now they 're expected to mak e
the toug h decisions.
''Non profi ts have also focu sed
on best prac tices and gove rnan ce
com plian ce as a whole," said
Ann alisa Barr ett, senio r resea rch
assis tant with The Corp orate
Library.
Ano ther tren d that's emer ged
in the past five year s is the use of
com mitte es, which the priva te
secto r and nonp rofit s impl emen ted with effec tiven ess,
acco rding to Max im's Snow. The
mos t help ful grou ps for com panies inclu de audi t, finan ce and
executive com mitte es.
"Instead of havi)lg ever ythin g
vette d fully at a big, draw n out
boar d mee ting," issue s can be
discu ssed at smal ler gath ering s,
Snow said.
The bigg est com plain t abou t
the Sarb anes -Oxl ey regu latio ns
is that they are copi plex and have
drive n up the costs of oper ation s.
The incre ased expe nses have
prev ente d com pani es from goin g
publ ic and even drive n publ ic
compan_ies back into the priva te
sector.
Eric Loum el u, a busi ness a~d
finan ce attor ney for Mintz Levin
Cohn Ferris Glovsky and Pope o
P.C., said thos e costs shou ld start
to decr ease duri ng the next three
year s as officials beco me more
fami liar with the guid eline s.
"Wh at happ ened was the
acco unta nts were spen ding an
inor dina te amo unt of hour s
beca use they didn't know wha t
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All photos by J. Kat W oronowicz

C. Hugh Fried.man, professor oflaw at the University of San Diego, talks about companies' accountability in
the era of SOX, while Janice Kassebaum, a Corporate Directors Forum board member and president of San
Diego Private Bank, listens.

they were looking for;' he said.
"They were delving in areas that
they just were not familiar with.
They're used to numbers, and
they were now working in IT,
asking about controls they had
no education about."
While the heightened accounting controls have driven up costs,
most local analysts agree that the
Sarbanes-Ox.ley Act has had a
positive effect. .
"I think that investors have a
lot more confidence in our market than others;' Francis said.
USD's Friedman agreed.
has)
"(Sarbanes-Oxley

achieved a good deal of what
Congress hoped it would, and
what the SEC is seeking,"
Friedman said, "and that is, it's
restored a certain sense of credibility and integrity to the markets. You look at how robust our
markets are now despite the debt
that we're incurring as a nation
and the weakness of the dollar.
"I think a part of that fairly
could be credited to the
increased transparency and reliability and therefore investor
confidence in the markets, particularly in the accounting standards."

Loumeau, the attorney for
Mintz Levin, said everyone realizes the importance of having
good internal controls and SOX
is just the vehicle t o do it.
"It does put infrastructure in
place in these companies, where
they have procedures they need
to follow;' he said. "They're going
to know where things are and •
what's being done in (their company)."
doug.sherwin@sddt.com
Source Code: 20070722crb

More roundtable photos
available online
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Shaun Martin
]
University of San Diego(
,.-------·
SchoolofL aw
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110
smartin@s andiego.ed u
(619) 260-2347

Education
Law School/Year: Harvard Law
School, 1991
Dartmouth
College/Year:
College, 1988
Bar Admissions
California, 1992
Practice Areas
Appellate, Business Litigation,
Civil Litigation, Legal Malpractice
Major Cases
In 2006, I participated in
Sereboff v. MAMSI, 126 S. Ct.
1869 (2006) and Evans v. Chavis,
546 U.S. 189
(2006) in the
U.S. Supreme
Court, as well
as in multiple
cases both the
Ninth Circuit
and California
of
Court
Appeal. During
past
the
Martin
decade, as a law
professor, I have participated in a
wide variety of trial and appellate
cases on matters of public and private interest.
Professional Background
I graduated from Harvard Law
School in 1991, clerked on the 1
Ninth Circuit from 1991 to 1992,
worked in Los Angeles for Quinn
Emanuel Urquhart & Oliver from
1992 to 1995, and have been a
full-time professor at the
University of San Diego School of
Law since 1995.
Personal Background
I'm married to Professor
Sandra Rierson, who teaches at
Thomas Jefferson School of Law,
and have three children: Sierra
(5), Jack (3) and Charlie (7
months).
I write a blog called the
California Appellate Report,
www.calapp.blogspot.com, which
discusses interesting appellate
cases from the Ninth Circuit and
California Court of Appeal.
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SchoolofLaw
~·--------·
"It takes a while for the quality of the school to
be reflected in
its reputation," says University of San Qi egg School of Law Dean
Kevin Cole. And he believes that reputation is on the rise.
Cole took over as dean in
April 2006, having been with
the faculty since 1987. He is
proud of the school's development and the rising quality of both students - the
average LSAT score is now in
the 89th percentile - and
staff.
"Our success as a school
depends on our ability to
give students a solid academic foundation, preparing
them for the varied challenges they'll face in the
work force so that they may
one day be recognized by
their peers as a top attorney
Kevin Cole
in their field."
He says USD does this by bringing in legal experts ranging
from Ralph Nader and Iranian Nobel Laureate Shirin Ebadi to
Supreme Court Justices Sandra Day O'Conner and Antonin
Scalia. Students also have the opportunity to gain real-world
experience through legal clinics that help low-income San
Diegans.
Cole credits good entry-level hiring decisions made a decade
ago for laying the foundation for the school's current position
and enabling recent high-profile lateral hires. In 2002, USD
recruited Professor Yale Kamisar from the University of
Michigan. He is known as the "Father of Miranda," and is one of
the nation's foremost authorities on criminal procedure. That
same year USD also recruited Professor Steven Smith, a law and
religion scholar, from Notre Dame.
The combination of shrewd base hires and high-profile transfers has begun to have a measurable effect. USD School of Law
graduates consistently score higher than the state average on the
California Bar Exam and go on to successful practices throughout the country and around the world, according to Cole. In the
2005 Leiter law-school faculty rankings study, which measures
per capita citations to faculty scholarship, the school was ranked
23rd in the nation, up from 30th in the previous 2003 study.
What makes a good attorney?
"The ability to adapt to changing circumstances is critical.
Neither law nor the environments in which attorneys work are
static. So students need to understand the reasons that law
develops as it does, so they can recognize the conditions that
might lead to change. And they need to be comfortable with the
ide;:i. that they won't stop learning just because they've graduated from law school," Cole says.
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Karen Burke
University of San Diego
School of Law
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110
burkek@sandiego.edu
· (619) 260-7717

,,

Education
Law School/Year: J.D., Stanford University, 1982
Other Graduate School/Year:
M.A., Harvard University, 1975;
Ph.D., Harvard University, 1979;
L.M., Boston University, 1985
College/Year: B.A., Smith
College, 1972
Bar Admwions
Massachusetts
Practice Areas
Taxation
Professional Background
Prior to joining the faculty at
USD, Burke was the Dorsey &
Whitney Professor of Law at the
University of Minnesota Law
School, where she taught for 14
years. After graduating from
Stanford Law School, she clerked
for Judge Robert E. Keeton of the
U.S. District Court for the District

of Massachusetts and practiced law with
Sullivan
&
Worcester in
Boston. Burke
teaches
and
writes primarily in the area of
federal income
Burke
taxation. She
has published
several books in the area of corporate and partnership taxation.
Professional Affiliations
Burke is a member of the
American Law Institute, and
served as a consultant to the
American Law Institute Federal
Income Tax Project-Taxation of
Private Business Enterprises.
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Richard "Corky'' Wharton
University of San Diego
School of Law
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110
rwharton@acusd.edu
(619) 260-6800
Education

Law School/Year: University of
San Diego, 1973
College/Year: University of
Dayton, 1966

Bar Admissions
California; U.S. District Court,
Southern District of California;
U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia
Practice Areas
Appellate, Civil Litigation,
Environmental
Major Cases
As
Director
of
the
Environmental Clinic (ELC), I
have represented clients in over
100 cases. The following are
examples of the cases:
• The ELC sued and prevented
. conversion of 1,100 low- and
moderate-income apartments to
condominiums in Buena Vista
Tenants Association v. City ofSan
Diego.
·
• The ELC successfully sued to
prevent the building of an off~

Sufrider
Corps of
represented Friends
of The Earth in opposition to the
-operation of San Onofre nuclear
power plants. The case resulted in
shutdown of unit one for
upgrades. ELC
successfully
• The
brought an environmental justice
case to prevent a refuse station
from being operated in Barrio
Logan in Save Our Barrio v.
EDCO.
.

Professional Background
After graduation from law
school in 1973, I practiced civil litigation
and
.,
environmental
law. In 1980, I
was appointed
Director of the
Environmental
't'. ..
'
Law · Clinic at
\
'
USD, and have
been a ~rofessor there ever
since. I have
Wharton
t a u g h t
Environmental
Law,
International Environmental Law,
Civil Practice and developed and
taught two new practice courses:
Lawyering Skills II and the Civil
Practicum.
In 1987, I started and still coach

1i:·
. · . •··t

~

the USD National Mock Trial
Team, which has risen to national
prominence by being selected as
the best team in the Ninth Circuit
seven times.
I am the co-author of the
"California Civil Trial Bot>k."

Professional Affiliations
Professor, University of San
Diego School of Law; Director,
NITA Tournament orChampions;
Life Member, National Sierra
Club; Member, ACLU; Member
and past President, Burlingame
Homeowners Association

Personal Background
As an Irish Catholic kid from
Philadelphia, I went to Catholic
grade school, high school and
college. Drafted in 1966, I went
to Army Officer Candidate
School. I was sent to Vietnam as
a 2nd Lieutenant and served
during 1968-69 as a field
Communications Officer and
was later appointed Battery
Commander. I was awarded the
Bronze Star Medal for my service
in 1969. ·
I returned home to my wife
Joyce in 1969, and in 1970 we
moved to San Diego so that I
could attend USD Law School. It
was the best move of our lives.

. . .
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Mary Jo Wiggins
The University of San Diego
School of Law
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92129

Education
Law School/Year: The University of Michigan Law School,
1987
College/Year: Smith College,
1984
Bar Admissions
Indiana
Practice Areas
Bankruptcy
Professional Background
Mary Jo Wiggins is Associate
Dean and Professor of Law at
The Unive;:sity of San Diego
School of Law and Of Counsel to
the law firm of
Procopio, Cory,
Hargreaves,
and
Savitch
LLP. A member of the USD
law
faculty
since
1990,
Dean Wiggins
writes
and
teaches in the
Wiggins
areas of property, bankruptcy, debtor-creditor law, race,
gender and legal theory. She is

thor of numerous articles
and book chapters on these topics and she is a frequent speaker
at professional conferences.
Dean Wiggins is an elected
member of the American Law
Institute. Prior to joining the
USD faculty, Dean Wiggins practiced law in Indianapolis, with
the law firm of Ice, Miller,
Donadio and Ryan. She specialized in commercial litigation and
bankruptcy law.
Professional Affiliations
In 1998, Wiggins was appointed by U.S. Supreme Court
Justice William H . Rehnquist to
the U.S. Judicial Conference
Advisory Committee on the
Federal Rules of Bankruptcy
Procedure, where she served two
terms. She is a contributing editor to Collier on Bankruptcy and
a former chair of the American
Association of Law Schools
("AALS")
Debtor-Creditor
Section. In 2004, Wiggins was
appointed to the Advisory Board
of the American Bankruptcy
Institute Law Review and to the
Insolvency Law Committee of
the State Bar of California. In
1995, she was named a "Woman
of Vision in Law" by the San
Diego Chapter of the League of
Women Voters.
Source Code: 20070'718crl
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C. Hugh Friedman
University of San Diego
School of Law •
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110
chf@sandiego.edu
(619) 260-2354

Education
Law School/Year: Stanford,
1956
College/Year:
Yale, 1953
Bar Adinis-

Friedman
(

sions
California ;
California
Supreme
Court;
U.S.
Court
of
Appeal, Ninth
Circuit;
U.S.

Supreme Court; U.S. Tax Court
Practice Areas
Civil Litigation, Corporate
Business
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Robe rt Fellm eth
Center for Public Interest La
Univ ersit y of San Dies, o
Scho ol of Law
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110
cpil@sandiego.edu
(619) 260- 4806
Education

Law School/Year: J.D., Harva rd
University, 1970
College/Year: A.B., Stanf ord
University, 1967

Bar Admissions
California
Practice Areas
Envir onme ntal,
Appe llate,
Juvenile
Major Cases
Coun sel as deput y distri ct
attorn ey or assist ant U.S. attorn ey
in 22 antitr ust
cases, includ ing
v.
People
National Assoof
ciation
Realtors, 120
Cal.App.3d 459
(1981). Counsel
-Iitilate
in appel
r
•
gat10n repre sentin g party or
amicu s in 35
F~e th
cases, includ ing Troxel v. (?ranville, 530 U.S. 57 (2000 ), et al.'

Public Intere st Law
1990 to present: Direc tor of the
Childre ' dvocacy Instit ute
sent: Direc tor of
1979
lie Intere st Law
Cent
14 books and treatis ing "Chil,d Rights and
es" (Cl : , 2003, 2006)

essional Affiliations

airma n of the board, Public
tizen Foundation, Washington,
D.C.; Vice Chair man of the board,
National Association of Counsel
for Child ren; memb er of the
board , First Star Found ation;
board memb er, Mater nal and
Child Healt h Access Foundation in
Los Angeles; former Board member, Califo rnia Comm on Cause
and Consumers Union of the U.S.

Personal Background

Has two children, Michael and
Aaron, from a previous marriage.
Michael is publications direct or
for Dram atists Inc. in New York;
Aaron is a professor of intern ational law at Arizona State School
of Law. Marri ed to Julian ne
D'Angelo Fellmeth, who directs
CPIL. Raise s macaw s, collects
native American historical art. A
fan of the St. Louis Cardinals, the
world cham pions - for now.

Professional Background

1968-1972: Assoc iate of the
C~nter for Study of Responsive
Law in Washington, D.C., working with Ralph Nade r
1973-1982: Depu ty DA (and
U.S.
Assis tant
1980- 1982
lizspecia
Diego
San
in
ey)
Attorn
ing in white collar crime
1980 to presen t: Professor of
Law, University of San Diego Law
School
1992 to presen t: Price Chair in
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Donald Dripps
University of San Diego
School of Law
•
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110
dripps@sandiego. edu
(619) 260-4895
Education
Law
School/Year:

J.D.,

University of Michigan, 1983
College/Year: B.A., Northwestern University, 1980
Bar Admissions
Illinois
Practice Areas
Criminal Law

Professional Background
Dripps is a recognized scholar
of criminal procedure, evidence
and criminal
law, and also
teaches a<lministrative law. He
was editor-inchief of the
Michigan Law
Review and is a
member of the
Order of the
Coif.
After
Dripps
rece1vmg his
law degree, Dripps worked as a
law clerk for Judge Amalya Kears
of the Second Circuit Court of
Appeals in New York City. Since
then he has been an assistant professor at the University of Illinois
College of Law, a visiting professor at Duke University School of I
Law, a visiting professor at
Cornell University Law School
and the James Annenberg Levee
Professor of Criminal Procedure
at the University of Minnesota
Law School.
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Frank Partnoy
University of San Diego
School of Law
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110-2492
fpartnoy @SanD iego.edu
(619) 260-235 2

Education
Law
School/Year:
Yale
University, 1992
College/Year: Universi ty of
Kansas, 1989
Bar Admissions
New York, Washington, D.C.
Practice Areas
Business Litigation, Corporat e
Business
Major Cases
As a lawyer at Covingto n &
Burling during the 1990s, I
worked on several major whitecollar cases and
corporate deals,
includin g
a
seven- week
environm ental
criminal trial
and the Union
Paci ficSouth ern
Pacific railroad
merger. Since I
Partnoy
came to the
University of San Diego in 1997, I
have testified on numerou s occasions as an expert on various corporate and securitie s issues in
state and federal court, in arbitration, and before both houses of
Congress. I testified before the
first Senate committ ee to hold
hearings about Enron, and my /
research has been cited in both

the Enron and WorldCom cases,
among others.
Professional Background
I graduate d from Yale Law
School and clerked for the
Honorab le Michael B. Mukasey of
the Southern District of New
Yorjc I then worked as an investment banker at CS First Boston
and Morga Stanley, where I
structur
sold financial
that I practiced
gton & Burling in
n, D.C., and then came
niversity of San Diego. My
arch is primarily in law and
nance, and I have written several books and book chapters and
several dozen articles in these
areas. I was named the San Diego
Union-T ribune Author of the
Year in 1997.
Professional Affiliations
I am a board member and chair
elect of the Associat ion of
American Law Schools, Business
Law Committee. I am co-chair of
the America n Bar Associat ion,
Futures
and · Derivatives
Litigation Subcommittee. I have
served on several other boards
and
nonprofi t · com~itte es,
including the board of the Futures
and Derivatives Law Report. I
have done hundred s of media
interview s, includin g several
appearan ces on the NewsHo ur
and NPR, and I write frequently
for the Financial Times.
Personal Background
I grew up in Kansas, and
attended public schools there until
I left for law school. I remain an
avid (albeit disappointed) fan of
University of Kansas basketball.
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• Maimon
Schwarzschild
University of San Dieg
School of Law
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110
maimons@sandiego.edu
(619) 260-2343
Education
Law

School/Year:

J.D.,

Columbia University, 1976
College/Year: B.A., Columbia
University, 1973
Practice Areas
International, Constitutional

Professional Background
Schwanschild served in the U.S.
Department
of Justice
in
Washington, D.C., during the Carter
administration and joined the USD
faculty in 1982. A specialist in constitutional law,
he also teaches
public international law, evidence and criminal procedure.
Among
his
recent publications
are
"Popular
Schwar73Child Initiatives and
American
Federalism," Journal of Contemporary Legal Issues; "Pluralism,
Conversation,
and
Judicial
Restraint," Northwestern University
Law Review; "Subversive Thoughts
on Freedom and the Common
Good," Michigan Law Review; and j
"Equality,"
in
Blackwell's
Companion to the Philosophy ot
Law a.nd Social Theozy. He also has
written for the Supreme Court
Review, the Harvard Law Review,
the Duke Law Journal and numerous other journals.

Professional Affiliations
An English barrister as well as

an American 'lawyer, Schwarzschild was called to the English
Bar at Lincoln's Inn and is a member of barristers' chambers at
Four Breams Buildings, London.
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Allen Snyder
University of San Diegq
School of Law
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110
asnyde r@sand iego.ed u
(619) 260-43 80 .
Education
Law
School/Year:
J.D.,
Northw estern University, 1974
College /Year: B.A., Washington and Jefferso n College,
1968
Practice Areas
Alternative Dispute Resolution,
Civil Litigation
Professional Background
Snyder practice d commer cial
law with a private law firm and
poverty
law
with the San
Diego
Legal
Aid
Society
before Jommg
the faculty at
. USD in 1978.
Over the past
decade, he has
focused
on
alternative disSnyder
pute resolution
training s and classes, teaching in
various interna tional venues,
including, Hong Kong, Beijing,
Bulgaria, Austral ia and numero us
places in Western and Eastern
Europe. In addition , he directs
and teaches in advocacy program s
. with the Nationa l Institut e for
Trial Advocacy.
Personal Background
Snyder is married to Lynne
Lasry. They have two grown children, Charles and Rachelle.
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e Corporate Directors Forum will sponsor a July 26 debate on the role of corporate governance
een Nell Minow, editor and co-founder of The Corporate Library, and Yaron Brook, president
executive director of the Ayn Rand Institute. It will be at the Hyatt Regency La Jolla, 3777 La
la Village Drive, starting at 5:30 p.m. The debate will be moderated by Frank Partnoy, professor
of law at USD. The speakers will address such questions as: should shareholders have a say on pay?;
for whose benefit should the corporation be run?; and is corporate governance worth the cost? To
attend, members pay $55 , nonmembers $75 . Payment must be made by July 24. For information and
to register, call (858) 455-7930 or visit directorsforum.org.
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Hombre: Jan Joseph Bejar
Lugar de naclmlento: Mexico, D. F.
Edad: 52 arios
Ocupacl6n: Abogado en inmigraci6n y
profesor de derecho en la University of San

~Eaucaci6n: Licenciaturc\ en cine y televlsi6n
en la University of California, San Diego.
Maestrla en antropologla en la University of
Southern California en Los Angeles y leyes en la
Universit of San Di o.
Persona : u suerio era ser antrop61ogo pero
alguien cercano a el lo desanim6. Trabaj6
como periodista en una empresa de televisi6n
mexicana, pero pronto se percat6 de que ese
trabajo no era para el, y slgui6 estudiando para
convertirse en abogado.
Lo que mas le gusta: Le encanta la
antropologla y visitar las ruinas hist 6ricas de
Mexico. Su lugar favorito es Palenque, "porque
es un sitio magico•.
Consejo: "Enf6cate en tus metas y no permitas
que alguien te dlga que no lo lograras. Hay
obstaculos muy grandes, sobre todo para
los indocumentados y por eso me dedico a
esto. Yo le dirla a la gente que tenga cuidado
cuando alguien dice que le ayudara a arreglar
su estatus migratorio. Hay que ser realistas y
cuando algo suena muy bonito es porque a lo
mejor nos estan tomando el pelo. En asuntos
de inmigraci6n siempre es mejor buscar una
segunda opini6n."
[Enlace)

El abogado Jan Joseph Bejar recomlenda tener culdado al contratar servlclos en
materla de lnmlgracl6n.
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Governor Names Four to Fair Board
By - 7/25/2007
San Diego Business Journal Staff
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's office announced several appointments on July 24 to the 22nd
District Agricultural Association Board of Directors. The nine-member board manages and
operates the Del Mar Fairgrounds and equestrian facilities, which hosts 350 events each year
including the San Diego County Fair.
Appointees include Ruben Barrales, Kim Fletcher, Vivian Hardage and Barry Nussbaum .
Barrales, 45, of Del Mar, is the president and chief executive officer of the San Diego Regional
Chamber of Commerce. He previously served as a deputy assistant to President George W .
Bush from 2001 to 2006.
Fletcher, 79, of Rancho Santa Fe, served as president of Investors Le ·ng Corp. He previously
m 1950 to 1992. He is
served as a trainee and chair of the HomeFed B
air of the United Way,
director emeritus of the University of San Diego
ec ors and is active in the San Dieguito
past member of the Sharp Memorial Hospital boar
Boys and Girls Club.
Hardage, 53, of Rancho Santa Fe, has served on the fair board of directors since 2005. She
serves as the cofounder and board member of Vision of Children Foundation . She is also a
member off the Fairbanks Republican Women Federated and member of the Rancho Santa Fe
Women's Fund and Country Friends .
Nussbaum, of Rancho Santa Fe, has served on the fair board since 1999 including four terms as
president. He currently serves as chair of fair operations. Nussbaum , 52, has also served as chief
executive officer for BNC Real Estate since 1977. He is actively involved in the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee, Jewish National Fund and the Anti-Defamation League.
These positions do not require Senate confirmation and there is no salary, according to the
governor's office. Each will serve a four-year term.
-

Michelle Mowad

San Diego Business Journal, Copyright© 2007, All Rights Reserved.
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HOUSES OF WORSHIP

Close Encounters of the Engaged Kind
By CHRISTINE B. WHELAN
July 6. 2fJ/1 7; />age WY

From rings to registries and videographers to wedding planners,
getting married is an estimated $161 billion industry in the U.S. But
preparing for lifelong commitment often seems to fall by the
wayside when couples are presented with the pressing concerns of
party planning: Should the candy-coating on the dessert almonds be
the same color as the dinner-menu cardstock?

(

DOW JONES REPRINTS

~R, This copy is for your personal ,
non-commercial use only. To order
presentation-ready copies for
distribution to your colleagues,
clients or customers, use the Order
Reprints tool at the bottom of any
article or visit:
www.djrepri nts.com.
• See a sample reprint in PDF
format.
• Order a reprint of th is article now.

This week, Hollywood takes the focus off of "bridezillas" and puts it on marriage preparation
courses. In "License to Wed," which opened Wednesday, Robin Williams plays the "Reverend
Frank," a clergyman of unspecified denomination who puts his charges through a series of tests -including an exercise in the diapering of urinating robotic twins -- to earn the right to marry. Off
the silver screen, marriage preparation courses are about shared values rather than simulated
disaster drills, and are increasingly popular.
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For a couple to marry in the Catholic Church, marriage
preparation -- also called Pre-Cana, referring to the
wedding in Cana, where Jesus turned the water into wine
-- is mandatory in most parishes. One-on-one meetings
with a priest or lay minister are standard, but intense
retreat weekends run by groups like Catholic Engaged
Encounter, which served nearly 16,000 Catholic couples
nationwide in 2006, are encouraged by some parishes as
an extra measure of introspection.

t

On a Catholic Engaged Encounter weekend, discussions
on self-awareness, openness in communication and
Wi"'H ~
-o, decision-making in marriage begin the weekend,
followed by conversations about sexuality and intimacy
(including the Church's teachings on reproduction), forgiveness and the practical issues of
finances, careers and responsibilities.
r

.

r'
·jli _

Engaged Encounter -- an outgrowth of Marriage Encounter, which provided similar counseling to
married couples -- was founded in 197 4 and is now an international program offered by many
churches, including Assemblies of God, Episcopal, United Methodist and Lutheran groups. Its
Web site mentions the still-high divorce rates in the U.S . and the need for good communication
skills to ensure a strong union from the start. But there's limited research on the success of
marriage preparation as divorce prevention. According to a 1999 Center for Applied Research for

http://online.wsj .com/article_print/SB 11836868833385 8796.html
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the Apostolate report, nine in 10 couples who attended a Catholic Engaged Encounter weekend
said they learned important skills for their marriage, and in a one-year-anniversary follow-up,
more than three-quarters reported that they felt prepared for the challenges they faced.
Still, there is an element of self-selection here: The type of person who would participate in a
marriage course, or who is practicing the faith enough to meet with a religious counselor before
marriage, would probably be less likely to divorce regardless of the extra preparation.
It certainly can't hurt, argues Sue Edwards, who, together with her husband, Dave, served as
president of Lutheran Engaged Encounter International for 23 years. "It gives couples permission
to talk about difficult subjects. On this weekend you'll open new doors."

Marriage preparation is not mandatory in Judaism, although individual rabbis may organize
several discussion sessions before the ceremony. Rabbi Richard F. Address, director of the
Department of Jewish Family Concerns at the Union for Reform Judaism, advises couples to
spend five or more sessions engaging in conversations with their rabbi. In addition to discussing
what role Judaism will play in couples' marriage and family life, he also encourages them to get
tested for genetic diseases common among people of Ashkenazi Jewish descent, including Tay
Sachs. "Being armed with knowledge helps making decisions later easier."
While most courses encourage the soon-to-be-weds to get to know each other on a deeper level,
other classes focus on the how-to's of marriage: Orthodox Jews may learn how a woman should
purify herself after she has menstruated and before resuming sexual activity, while "natural family
planning" courses explain birth control methods approved by the Catholic Church.
Within the Muslim community, formal marriage preparation is practically nonexistent, according
to Munira Ezzeldine, author of "Before the Wedding: 150 Questions for Muslims to Ask Before
Getting Married." Traditionally, a marriage was arranged by the parents, and while the young
couple would get to know each other well only after the fact, close family ties and community
networks held most couples together for life. Today, as those networks loosen and second- and
third-generation American Muslims become culturally assimilated, divorce rates are on the rise.
Ms. Ezzeldine is working with imams nationwide to encourage premarital investigations.
"Marriage is not always easy and it's OK to talk about it in advance."
Written surveys are popular ways for celebrants of all denominations to assess a couples'
compatibility before they take lifelong vows. For instance, the FOCCUS inventory, an acronym
that stands for Facilitating Open Couple Communication, Understanding and Study, compares a

coup !es' relative rate ofagreement on topics.important to rel'.~:• :
'
s I

of mantal and family therapy at the University of San Diego,
marital success after five years in nearly three-quarters of the c

:::Jr }:.

a professor
can predict

.

"License to Wed" paints a terrifying picture of marriage preparation courses as bizarre rituals that
a couple must endure to prove their worthiness. Certainly rabbis, pastors and priests have the right
to refuse to marry a couple they don't believe is ready for marriage, but most courses simply
reinforce a couple's commitment to marriage.
"Up until you break that glass, you can walk away," said Rabbi Address, citing a symbolic part of
Jewish marriage ceremonies. "But once you are married, there's a whole new universe. The
challenge is to translate the blush of love into to the little things of real life years later."
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-Instilling character

in today's work force
Regarding Ruben Navarrette'sJuly
16 column about skills for the workplace, ("Cheating our kids"):
Some of San Diego's top executives
identified 10 behaviors that they were
looking for in their employees: honesty, responsibility, enthusiasm, commitment, accountability, initiative,
cooperation, punctuality, self-worth
and courtesy.
Teens should not have to wait to
learn these skills on the job. Behaviors such as those listed are learned
in the home and at school at an early
age.
Children and youth have to see
these behaviors modeled by adults.
They have to learn these skills and
practice them long before they go
to work. To be honest, to be responsible, to be accountable, to be courteous and so on are skills that apply
to what the young do at home, in
school, on the playground, in s~rts
and with their peers.
EDDeROCHE
Qirector
Character Development CenJer/
University of San

Die$."-.,.. _______-J]
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LENGTH: 563 words
HEADLINE: Veto in order;
Bill's 'savings' costly to students, taxpayers
BODY:

Seventy percent of students who borrow money for college get it from private lenders, such as banks,
that participate in the Federal Family Education Loan Program. They were understandably provoked by
recent reports of lenders providing perks to college aid officers to steer business the lenders' way .
That presented an opportunity for the Democrats who lead both houses to steer student-loan business
away from private lenders and to the party's historic preference, the federal Direct Loan Program,
managed by the U.S. Department of Education. Shades of 1994, when a new Republican Congress
boosted its preference, the private federally guaranteed student loan.
The Senate and the House voted this month to cut $18 billion to $19 billion in subsidies to private
lenders and use those "savings" five ways: to increase the value and number of Pell grants, the federal
program for lowest-income students; to halve the interest rates on federally guaranteed bank loans; to
limit payments on loans to a maximum 15 percent of the borrower's "discretionary" income; to forgive
any balance left on loans not paid off within 20 years; and to give credits, even forgi veness, to students
who become various "public servants."
Only the federal government has the resources -- federal taxpayers -- to long survive those rules. The
Direct Loan Program is an entitlement; that is, its annual funding from the U.S . Treasury is however
much students borrow, even if a hefty percentage of its loans are in arrears or default.
According to the Government Accountability Office, the Education Department consistently
underestimates what it must pay in interest and overestimates by some $10. 7 billion so far what it
expects to receive annually in loan repayments and fees annually . Because taxpayers make up whatever
the difference is, the department has no incentive to be more exact or efficient.
President Bush is expected to veto this legislation. He should, if only to erase the loan forgiveness.
Borrowers should repay their loans, plus interest. The average debt accumulated over four years at a
public university is $19,237. For that, you can buy a car with speakers the size of Dallas or a college
education. Guess which will last longer and pay off more.
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Bush wants to spend more of the "savings" from subsidies to banks on Pell grants, which allow the
poorest students access to higher education. Whether they graduate is another story, but expanding Pell
grants is worthwhile.
As for the subsidies, Bush himself cut them by $12 billion last year. They have at times been too high,
and lenders cry wolf at any cuts. But another multibillion-dollar cut would put a number of lenders out
of the student-loan business.
Worse, halving the interest rate would so cut into remaining lenders' profits that they would stop
discounting the rate or waiving fees . Middle-class students would pay thousands more for their loans.
Both those provisions would reduce competition among private lenders and between
and the federal program. Yet, as Dr. Fred Galloway of the University of San Dieg
of ORC Macro International have argued, competition between the two programs spur
e mnovatlons that keep federal taxpayers' costs from soaring. If Bush vetoes this legislation and Democrats revive it
in some form, the role of competition, not partisan preference, should guide them.
LOAD-DATE: July 28, 2007
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SECTION: B; Pg. 5
LENGTH: 532 words
HEADLINE: Carrie Pyfer: Happy she's home, teaching at McCaskey
SERIES: IN THE SPOTLIGHT
BYLINE: Michael Schwartz
DATELINE: Lancaster, PA
BODY:

In The Spotlight
Michael Schwartz
A 1900 photo caption from the San Diego Union newspaper described that city's La Jolla neighborhood
as the "finest seaside resort on the American Continent, having all that the heart can wish to amuse
one's self."
A fair assessment, according to Carrie Pyfer.
Pyfer, a 28-year-old teacher at McCaskey High School, lived in La Jolla for four years after graduatin
from Lancaster Country Day School and Hobart and William Smith Colleges in New York.
After receiving her teaching certification and master's degree in education from the University of San
Diego, the decision of where to teach was easy.

-

The Lancaster County native was living in the easy warmth of Southern California after enduring New
York's frigid blizzards and Pennsylvania's sweltering humidity.
But "it wasn't home," she said.
"It is a paradise, but I couldn't afford it, and I really missed seasons and my family."
And so Pyfer moved back to Lancaster in the fall of 2005 and took a job at McCaskey, teaching ninthand 10th-graders in the school's Public Service and Leadership Small Learning Community.
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"It was terrifying," she said. "I was hired two weeks into the school year and was given a new class
with essentially no set curriculum."
What began as a daunting lack of direction soon became liberating for Pyfer, who used the flexibility of
her interdisciplinary course to emphasize the importance of civic service, social accountability and
tolerance.
"You hear horror stories about the first year of teaching," Pyfer said. "For me, the whole thing got
awesome within the first semester."
At the end of her second year, Pyfer and her students turned classroom ideas into real world
accomplishment by building a playground at the Duke Manor apartments.
In partnership with the Housing Development Corp. of Lancaster and with a grant from State Farm
Insurance, more than 20 of Pyfer's ninth-grade students showed up June 5, volunteering one day of their
summer vacation to improve a neighborhood.
"My goal is to give students the power to become proactive citizens in their own community.
"Mccaskey is a good place and that's what I enjoy," Pyfer said. "The pride there is contagious."
Full name: CarolLee Pyfer.
Family: Parents, Carol and John Pyfer; older brother, Trey and his dog, Otis.
Pets: 1-year-old Pomeranian and Shih Tzu mix, Lulu.
My best friend: Melanie Mc Williams.
What Lancaster County offers that Southern California can't: Distinct seasons, affordable mortgages
and a house built in 1840.
Most rewarding aspect of teaching: Engaging students and building relationships with them.
What about teaching was I least prepared for : Its multitasking nature; there is so much more to teaching
than just presenting curricula.
The most important thing I've learned: Strive to keep an open mind.
My favorite authors: J.D. Salinger, Shakespeare.
My favorite musicians : Prince, Stevie Wonder.
What scares me: Possums in my backyard.
In 10 years I want to be: A mom.
Favorite quote: "We are more alike, my friends, than we are unalike." - Maya Angelou.
I want my tombstone to read : "So long as men can breathe or eyes can see, So long lives this and this
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gives life to thee." - William Shakespeare, Sonnet 18.
GRAPHIC: Carrie Pyfer leans against a slide at the Duke Manor apartments playground a project
conceived and built by her students at Mccaskey High School. Blaine T. Shahan, Sunday News
LOAD-DATE: July 2, 2007
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Sum mer autism con jere nee
slat ed for Jul y 9-11
A conference at the Universi- riences of those living with
of San Diego features state-of- autism.
ge-art
The conference takes place
ideas trom national and
international experts on how to
better support and understa nd
individuals living with autism.
Topics include the role of movement differences in communication and behavior, rhythm and
relationships, and sensitivity training to better unde_rstand the expe-

July 9-11 at USD's Joan B. Kroc
Institute for Peace & Justice.
For fees and registration
to
go
information,
www.sa ndiego.edu/aut isrninst itute or call 619-200-7705.
USJ;)'s Autism Institute is the
host of the conference.
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DEGREE PROGRAMS

Please call (619) 260-4548 or visit our Web site at
www.sandiego.edu/academics/nursing/ regarding
our programs and financial aid opportu nities scholarships, grants and forgivab le loans.

• Doctor of Phil~sophy In Nursing

.,

• Master of Science in Nursing
• Clinical Nursing
• Adult Clinical Nurse Specialist
• Executive Nurse Leader
• Family, Adult and Pediatric
Nurse Practitione r

!I

• Master's Entry Program In
Nursing (for non-RNs)

II
I{

• Accelerated RN to MSN
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and care for the vulnerable
Research
Nurses:
USD
.--

''Releva· .

force behind n ~
care education at the
University of San QieqoHahn School of
~ursing and Health Scienc,e. Graduate
nurse students study and treat the most
vulnerable populations both internationally
and within the United States. This "world
immersion"approach has had a profound
effect on USO nurses and the people they
serve.
Dudley G. Elmore, a nurse for 14 years
and a former nurse corps officer in Afghanistan, is enrolled now as a master's student
in the Family Nurse ~ractitioner Program
at USO. As a veteran in "real world" health,
Dudley insists that the diverse faculty and
student backgrounds, curricu lum , research
and clinical projects available at USO
are essential training for even the most
experienced nurses. Dudley now participates in a USO Nursing Project in Uganda,
which supports the development of the first
pediatric hospital in that area.
Joanne Ruth Gribble, who recently
graduated with her master's in nursing , has
similar perceptions of the School. Gribble
already had her Ph.D. in communications when she enrolled in USD 's unique
Nursing Master's Program, which accepts
students who have degrees in other fields.
She believes that the Nursing School is
exceptional because of the diversity of
backgrounds of students, the real world
experience of the faculty, and the clinical
project opportunities with the underserved.
SEE USD O N PAGE 14

Dr. Patricia Roth (second from left) discusses community research projects with Ph.D. students (from left to right) Laurie
Ecoff, Darlene Finnachario, and Jeanne Maiden.

.i

USD
CONTIN UED FROM PAGE 6

Also a member of_the Uganda Project Team,
Joanne cites her experience in Uganda as a
critical part-of her education.
South of the border, USO Nursing School
faculty and students travel to Cuernavaca
and Miacatlan, Mexico to provide health
screening, treatment, and education to
200 adolescents at the "Nuestro Pequenos
Hermanos" (My Little Brothers) Orphanage.
Nursing clinics also are provided to La
Morita, an extremely poor community of
Mexico, and Bani, Dominican Republic .
These health excursions are beneficial to
residents and nurses alike. All projects
emphasize local health care self-sufficiency through education. And, both
faculty and students are convinced that
their immersion in Third World health care
significantly has improved their empathy
and clinical skills.
Matthew Simone, who recently received
his master's degree as a family nurse practitioner, intends to serve the rural poor in
the United States, starting with the Aleutian

people of Alaska. Simone contends that his
worldwide USO Nursing missions taught him
how to provide health care under extremely
difficult situations, in addition to strength ening his cultural sensitivity, adaptability,
resourcefulness and interpersonal relations.
San Diego has its own vulnerable populations, including the military, elderly and
minority communities. USO educates many
Nurse Leaders for the military in San Diego.
Recently, Patricia Hanes, a Ph.D. student,
completed her dissertation on the readiness
of nurses for dealing with combat casualties
and methods to improve nurses' skills.
USO faculty and graduate students provide
health care services and education to the
Vietnamese, particularly the elderly, in Linda
Vista. In City Heights, Latino and African
immigrants are served by USO nurses who
work with the local schools to enhance
nutrition and alleviate childhood obesity.
For those who want a ·real world"
nursing education, the Hahn School of
Nursing and Health Science welcomes
you. For more information, please contact
the Hahn School of Nursing and H~alth
Science office at (619) 260-4549 or view
the school's Web site at www.sandiego.
edu/academics/nursing/index.php .
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School for Debtors
Business
RICH ACELLO

Credit-card use, on top of student loans, can saddle
grads with years of debt. But a San Diego nonprofit and a
California financial-responsibility program are taking aim
at the ever-growing pile of payments.
YOU ALWAYS REMEMBER graduation day. The pomp. The pageantry.
And the debt--which can run $20,000 or more for today's college grads.
Last year, for the first time since the Great Depression, the average
savings rate for Americans went negative, meaning many of us are using
savings, credit cards and home-equity loans just to maintain our standard
of living. The trend toward debt also affects the futures of college
students, whose main source of funding comes from grants and loans.
In San Diego, the high cost ofliving means students graduate into an even longer stretch of indebtedness. To
enhance their worth as employees, they rack up even more debt during years of graduate school. The debt isn't
just confined to tuition and books. As credit cards have come to be regarded as a necessity of modern living,
students are swiping plastic right along with the rest of us.
Students have become the fastest-rising client group for Debt Free America (clebtfreea merica. co m), a Kearny
Mesa-based nonprofit that helps consumers reduce debt by acting as an intermediary between debtors and
their creditors.
"We've seen a 22 percent increase in student clients over the past year," says Gary Symington, president of
Debt Free America. "That's our largest increasing client group, along with the elderly, which has grown by 16
percent."
Though taking out loans for college is widely regarded as "good debt"--and responsible credit-card use is a
prerequisite to participating in adult life--Symington says he's seen how the road to the debtor's life is paved
with good intentions.
"When student loans don't cover everything, students can live beyond their means, and it's really easy to rack
up debt," he says. "Some get caught up in the balance-transfer game. They'll run a card up to the limit, then
they'll get an offer of zero percent for six months [with a higher maximum], so they roll it over, and they just
keep spending. Now they might have $5,000 on which they're paying just the minimum, and they'll put more
money on the zero account, so it's easy to get into trouble."
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Symington says students typically ask for help when they are as much as $12,000 in debt, only slightly less
than his clients' overall average of $15,000. The consequences of student debt range from dropping out of
school to taking longer to finish--or even suicide.
"It used to be students graduated with about $5,000 in student loans," he notes. "Now it's about $20,000, and

I've seen as high as $62,000." Debt can extend the student's college career past four years, which means he or
she will have to borrow more. "It just puts them in a terrible hole," Symington says. He points to the case of an
Iowa student who hung herself and left a note saying 'Sorry I racked up all these credit cards.' "
California universities have taken notice of the student-debt surge and formed the California Student Debt
Resource and Awareness Project (studentdebth elp.org). CASDRAP's development was spurred by the 2002
implementation of California Assembly Bill 521, the Student Financial Responsibility Act, which mandates that
financial education programs be provided at California campuses as part of student orientation. The CASDRAP
Web site contains advice for students on topics ranging from "financing your education" to a section titled
"Help, I'm in trouble."
"When CASDRAP started, all campuses were experiencing the same problems of students dropping out, taking
second jobs, not being able to keep up academically or defaulting on their student loans," says Dorothy Lerma,
a San Diego-based administrator for CASDRAP. Without financial education, Lerma adds, students were
using credit cards they were offered on campus to pay for tuition, or in some cases using student-loan funds to
pay off credit-card balances.
Last year, the Project on Student Debt, a nonprofit supported by the Pew Charitable Trust, among others,
released its analysis of student-debt levels for the class of 2005, based on data received by more than 1,400
four-year colleges and universities across the United States. The study produced some surprising conclusions.
For example, states with a high cost of living, such as California, New York, Hawaii and Alaska, did not have
the highest student-debt levels. None of those states was in the top 10 for student debt, and only New York
placed in the top 20. The five states with the highest level of student debt for the class of 2005 were New
Hampshire ($22,793), Iowa ($22,727), North Dakota ($22,682), Rhode Island ($20,798) and Pennsylvania
($20,775).
Factors that might lead a student to accumulate more debt in North Dakota than San Diego include less access
to state aid and the lower income profile of students. At schools such as North Carolina A&T, with low in-state
tuition and low-income students, students frequently had debt of more than $20,000; students at colleges
with high tuition and student debt of $15,000 or less included Princeton and the California Institute of
Technology. In fact, California turned out to be a student-debt bargain, relatively speaking, ranking 46th with
an overall average graduation debt of $15,203 . The state ranked 49th for four-year public institutions at
$12,542, and 14th for private four-year schools at $21,596.
SAN DIEGO SCHOOLS were generally on par with the California averages. The average debt of San Diego
State students for the class of 2005 was $14,500, up from $13,000 in 2001. At UCSD, debt was $14,689, up
from $13,275 in 2001. At the private, nonprofit University of San Diego, average debt rose to $27,722, up from
$23,800 in 2001.
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Local financial-aid administrators say they are intent on keeping student debt to a minimum.
"The big problem is living expenses, which continue to increase," says Chris Collins, associate director in the
Office of Financial Aid and Scholarship at SDSU. "Financial aid has not increased at the same rate as
expenses."
Financial education is a key to keeping down student debt, says Judith Lewis Logue, director of financial aid
services at USD.
"In 1995, I started doing money-management education for students entering the university to explain to them
that when we do the eligibility for loans, we give them the figure that's the most they can borrow," says Logue.
"But they shouldn't borrow that until they figure out how much of that they really need.
"We have two guides for money management: one for when you are a student and one for when you graduate
and you're paying back the loans," she says. Logue pays particular attention to indebtedness for USD students
who are the first in their families to attend a university.
Another factor, say some administrators and students, is student lifestyle, which has gone from shabby-chic to
upscale in less than a generation.
"There's peer pressure to fit in, and more electronic gadgetry than there ever was," Collins says. "You have to
have the cell phone and the MP3 player and the latest gear, which particularly affects financial-aid students,
because their budgets don't allow for many extras."
Asked if students are under social pressure to have the latest fashions and gadgetry while they're in school,
Ursula Tran, a junior at USD, says, "Oh, definitely. Everyone has to have designer jeans and Louis Vuitton
bags."
Tran says she's resisting the temptation to join the debtor generation. "I don't have any credit cards," she says.
"I have a debit card; I don't want to get into more debt than I need to. It's not a good thing at all."
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Covarrubias
graduates fro m USD

(

Courtesy photo
Irma Maria Covarrubias
On May 27, Irma Maria Covarrubias, the daughter of Elfego and
ty of San
Sara Covarrubias of Fallbroo,k, graduated from the Univffli
Diego. She earned a Bachelor of Science in business aaiiiiiiistratton
and a Bachelor of Arts and Sciences in communicatjon studies with an
emphasis in media studies.
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-Carlsbad resident
is college grad
CARLSBAD - Nicole Loeffler of Carlsbad recently
graduated from the Universi~ of San Diego. She earned a
acheior's degree in applied
mathematics with a minor in
economics.
Loeffler was honored for
outstanding
scholastic
achievement in mathematics
and was a member of the
USD Founders Club.
She is a 2003 graduate of
Carlsbad High School and is
the daughter of Kathleen and
Tony Loeffler.
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Colleges/Universities
Ranked by 2006/20 07 Enrollment
School Name
Address
Phone, Fax
E-mail, URL

I

2

3

4

5

6

7
u,

ITT Technical Institute
9680 Granite Ridge Drive
San Diego CA 92123
(858) 571-8500, (858) 571-1277
staylor@itt-tech.edu, www.itt-tech.edu
San Diego State University
5500 Campanile _Drive _
"
SaJl Diego CA 92182
(619) 594-5200, (619) 594-1792
webmaster@sdsu.edu, www.sdsu.edu
Palomar College
1140 W. Mission Road
San Marcos CA 92069
(760) 744-1150, ext 2167, (760) 761-3592
www.paloinar.edu
University of California, San Diego
9500 Gillman Drive
La Jolla CA 92093
(858) 534-3135, (858) 534-2220
admissionsinfo@ucsd.edu, www.ucsd.edu
National University
11355 N. Torrey Pines Road
La Jolla CA 92037
(619) 563-7100, (619) 563-7299
advising@nu.edu, www.nu.edu
Southwestern College
900 Otay Lakes Road
Chula Vista CA 91910
(619) 421-6700, (619) 482-6413
www.swc.cc.ca.us
Grossmont College
8800 Grossmont College Drive
El Cajon CA 92020
(619) 644-7010, (619) 644-7932
www.grossmontedu

2006/2007 Enrollment

# of Faculty

# of Local Campuses
# of Schoolwide Campuses

Institution Type

40,000

n/a

2
n/a

85
38,576
- '

1
n/a
30,000

.

1,795
4,283
1.198

1 main campus, 9 satellite
9
26,247
1
10

26,000

3,070

19,206

209
1.100
950

1
n/a
17,500

1,500
n/a

2
2

Degrees Offered

Annual Resident Fee

Business, criminal justice, drafting, genPrivate technical
Bachelor Degrees,
eral electrical engineering technolocollege/online proAssociate
Degrees,
$10,820
gies/technicians, health and hospitality
grams
Certificate programs
services management
$888 per semester full
Fourl~~ahJ1ibl1c •1 ~fb~rM a'ffi(st'iehce, applled'nrelds and 76 ~ .' 5Ef~1's, ifl 1' ijme ($1,77p 1a1Jrwal) rr ,1111
undergraduate; $927 per
university
professionals
doctorates
semester full time ($1,854
annual) • graduate
Two-year public
Vocational, transfer programs, science, Associate in arts,
$20 per unit
community college technology, arts
vocational certificates

24,790 (including staff)
Four-year public
university
24,790

13
380

Major Disciplines of Study

# of Employees

2,271

A full spectrum of majors

BA, BS, MS, PhD, MD $3,847.50

Education, MBA, t:omputer Science,
Four-year private, Health and Human Services, Media
nonprofit universi- Communication, College of Letters and
ty
Sciences, School of Engineering and
Technology

82 degree programs,
18 credential programs 24 certificate
programs, AA, BS,
BA, MA, MS,
Associate degree
Transfer studies, general studies, pscy- nursing, dental
Community college chology, child development. nursing
hygiene program,
associate
EMT Paramedics, policy academy training
Two-year public
General educt ion, transfer and occ~paAA, AS, certificates
community college tional programs
-

Undergraduate: $270 4.5
credit hours, $1215 per
course; Graduate: $306
per 4.5 credit hours,
$1377 per course

$20 per unit

$20 per unit
-

1

'Juy· 1

i

Annual
Operating
Budget

wnd

l

Z.. Ot.r(

Executlve(s) & Tltle(s)

Year

Established

,,

Jackie Parma, President; Cornell
Hoke, Director of Admissions

r, 1 ,,r "' Stephen I.; Weber, Rr~dent; Carofyp,
I
$464,200,000 Marland, Interim Director of
Admissions; Nancy Marlin, Provost

1969

, 1111 11 F'i

1897

Robert P. Deegan,
Superintendent/President; Berta
Cuaron, Assistant Superintendent/VP
Instruction; Joseph L Madrigal,
Assistant/VP, Student Services

1946

Robert Dynes, President; Marye Anne
$870,200,000 Fox, Chancellor

1959

Dr. Dana Gibson, President; Dr. Jerry
C. Lee, Chancellor

1971

$78,700,000

wnd

Dr. Raj Chopra.
$84,000,000 Superintendent/President

1961

$41,200,000 Dr. Sunita Cooke, President

1961

-

0-

I

-

)-

Q" 0L..4- ?. I /J.o51

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

MiraCosta College
One Barnard Drive
Oceanside CA 92056
(760) 757-2121, (760) 795-6609
pio@miracosta.edu, www.miracosta.edu

14,000

San Diego c~ College
1313 Park Blv .
San Diego CA 92101
(619) 388-3400, (619) 388-3063
webmaster@cc-web-hosting.com,
www.sdcity.edu
San Diego Miramar College
10440 Black Mountain Road
San Diego CA 92126
(619) 388-7800, (858) 536-7929
www.sdmiramar.edu
California State University, San Marcos
333 S. Twin Oaks Valley Road
San Marcos CA 92096
(760) 750-4000
gcagala@csusm.edu, www.csusm.edu

14,000

Cuyamaca College
900 Rancho San Diego Parkway
El Cajon CA 92019-4304
(619) 660-4000, (619) 660-4393
www.cuyamaca.net
UniversltV nf c,.n no...... " - - - I:J':l':lt! Alcala Park
San Diego CA 92110-2492
(619) 260-4600, (619) 260-4200
publicrelations@sandieg.edu
www.sandiego.edu
University of Redlands
9040 Friars Road, Suite 310
San Diego CA 92108
(619) 284-9292, (619) 284-9525
judy_myers@redlands.edu, www.redlands.edu

--

Alliant University
10455 Pomerado Road
San Diego CA 92131
(858) 635-4772, (858) 635-4739
admissions@mail.cspp.edu,
www.webcom.com/cspp or www.cspp.edu
Point Loma Nazarene University
3900 Lomaland Drive
San Diego CA 92106-2899
(619) 849-2200, (619) 849-2579
admissions@ptloma.edu, www.ptloma.edu

529

3

General education, transfer programs,
Two-year public
community college career certificate programs

798

3

206

1
198

1
12,000

350

1
490

1
8,734

530

1
n/a
8,Q35

583
100

1
1
--,3

4,400

723
2,000
n/a

1
8
3,508

3,000

ll5
n/a
168

1
5

Comprehensive arts and sciences, basic AA, AS, 40 different
· Two-year public
$310
skills, career and vocational technicial certificates
community college training programs
Transfer studies and vocational certificate
and associate degree program, i.e., pubic
Two-year public
$20 per credit unit
safety, transportation, business, computer AA, AS, Certificate
community college skills, ASA-approved paralegal, digital
music, child development and more
Undergraduate: biochemistry, biological
Business, arts and sciences, education, sciences, biotechnolo- $1,546
Public four-year
school of nursing
university
gy, business administration, chemistry

Two-year public
college

Liberal arts, business, engineering,
transfer programs, fine arts

AA and AS

$20 per unit

Four-year nonprof- Arts, sciences, business, nursing, educa- Bachelor's, master's,
JD, LLM, doctoral and n/a
it private universi- tion, law
PhD
ty

Nonprofit liberal
arts university

n/a

2
6

$39,000,000

$23,800,000

$24,411,768

$88,552,994

$20,500,000

200

__J
1

Associate of arts and
certificates of compe- $20 pe~ unit
tence/achievement

n/a

Business management, information sys- BS, BSIS, BA, MBA
terns, MBA, MS in interactive telecom- and MSTT
munications

Clinical counseling psychology, organiNonprofit graduate zational studies, education, cultural
school
studies

Four-year private,
nonprofit, liberal
arts university

PhD, PsyD, MA, MS,
MAOB

Accounting, art, chemistry, computer
science, journalism, media communica- BA, BS, BSN, MA,
tion, nursing, psychology, theater, soci- MMin, EdS
ology, physics, history, management and
organizational communication

N/A

$264,700,000

wnd

$600 per unit doctoral,
$618 per unit master's,
$455 per unit M.A.O.B.

$59,000,000

$19,106 (tuition, room
and board, fees)

$51,000,000

Colleges/Universities list continued on Page 13A
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Dr. Richard Robertson, Acting
Superintendent/President

1934

Terrence Burgess, President; carol
Dexheimer, VP, Aministrative Services

1914

Patricia Hsieh, Ed.D, President; Dr.
William Vincent. VP, Instruction; Dr.
Peter White, VP, Student Services;
Peggy Manges, VP. Administrative
Services

1969

Dr. Karen S. Haynes, President;
Nathan Evans, Director of Admissions;
Emily Cutrer, ProvosWP for
Academic Affairs; Patricia Worden,
VP, Student Affairs

1989

Geraldine Perri, Ph.D., President

1978

Mary Lyons, Ph.D, President; Julie
Sullivan, Ph.D, VP and Provost for
Academic Affairs; Kevin Cole, Dean,
School of Law

1949

Robert Denham, Dean

1907

Geoffrey M. Cox, Ph.D., President;
Jean Bartlett. Director of Admissions

1972

Dr. Bob Brower, President; Scott
Shoemaker, Director of Admissions

1902
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Aruba Networks Provides Campus-Wide
Secure Mobility to the University of San Diego
SUNNYVALE, CA -- (MARKET WIRE) -- 07/11/07 -- Aruba Networks, Inc. (NASDAQ:
ARUN), a global leader in secure mobility solutions, today announced that the University of San
Diego (USDl is deploying Aruba's wireless LAN and client-to-core security solutions for campuswide mobile access to the Internet, business and administrative data, teaching materials, and
research projects. The network will serve the university's 7,000 students, 700 faculty, and 1,300
staff members.
"Our legacy wireless network was very difficult to manage and didn't deliver the level of security,
performance, or coverage we required to provide comprehensive mobile access," said Doug Burke,
USD's director of network and systems operations. "Aruba provided a campus-wide, centrally
managed mobile network that protects against unauthorized access points, provides user access
control, and enables us to have a single point-of-contact for customer service. The network
integrated seamlessly with our existing wired networking infrastructure, but also provides a
platform for future mobile voice and video applications."
The first phase of the deployment covered residential halls, classrooms, and offices. The next phase
will include the campus mall and outdoor areas. Upon completion of the network USD intends to
stream video and podcasts, as well as offer wireless support for PD As and mobile handheld devices.
"Aruba's platform integrates wireless LAN and wireless intrusion protection into a single network,
instead of requiring a parallel, overlaid system," said Keerti Melkote, Aruba's founder and head of
products and partnerships. "This results in a centrally managed system that is less expensive to
install, easier to manage, and more secure. Wireless intrusion protection, in combination with rolebased access control, gives the university total control over wireless access to the main trusted
network."
About Aruba Networks, Inc.
Aruba's user-centric architecture provides access to enterprise data, voice and video applications
across wired and wireless LAN, WAN, and carrier networks without compromising security or
mobility. Follow-me security and access policies are centrally managed and associated with users,
not ports, and are enforced regardless of where users roam within or outside of the enterprise.
Aruba's solution suite encompasses ArubaOS software running on a range of Mobility Controller
hardware platforms, value-added application software modules including an enterprise FMC option,
network management software, wired and wireless access points, and valued-added access point
software modules including a secure enterprise mesh option for wire-free networking. Based in
Sunnyvale, California, Aruba has operations throughout the Americas, Europe, the Middle East,
and the Asia Pacific region. To learn more, visit Aruba at http ://www.arubanetworks.com.
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Aruba Networks is a registered trademark, and Aruba The Mobile Edge Company and Mobile Edge
Architecture are trademarks of Aruba Networks, Inc. All other trademarks or registered trademarks
are the property of their respective holders. Portions© 2007 Aruba Networks, Inc. All rights
reserved. Specifications are subject to change without notice.
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Aruba Networks, Inc.
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Sterling Communications, Inc.
415-392-2300
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San Dlec,o Men Coll... Art Gallery - 0104. 7250 Mesa College Drive.
(619) 388-2829 or www.sdmesa.sdccd.cc.ca.us

Slmayspace Arts College International, 840 G St., downtown. (619) 231-3900
or www.simayspace.com
USD: Founders Gpllu,y/Hoehn Family Gallery Founders Hall. (619) 260-4261.
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year round on Mission Bay and the
Colorado River. www.sdwaterski.org

Tlie Hewtland Muten Swim team.
Grossmont High School in La Mesa.
(619) 464-8680
Maiten 5wlm Tum Loma Verde Family Aquatic Center, 1420 Loma Lane,
Chula Vista. (619) 691-5081 or WWW.
chulavistaca.gov/rec
Mission Bay Aquatic Center
Waterskiing, wakeboarding, surfing,
sa iling, rowing, kayaking and windsurfing. (858) 488-1000 or www.mbac. nu
Mission Bay Sportcenter Rentals
including sailboats, catama rans, wave
runners and more. Personal and class
instruction. (858) 488-1004 or
www.missionbaysportcenter.com
Polaris Sallln9 Society Sailing for
skippers and crew. Southwestern Yacht
Club, 2702 Quall rough St., San Diego.
www.polarissail.org
The Poway Community Swim Center
Daily lap and recreational swi mming.
Poway Community Park, 13094 Bowron
Road. (858) 668-4680
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f WATER SPORTS
Adult Water Polo Parkway Family
Aquatic Center, 385 Park Way, Chula
Vista. (619) 691-5088 or www.chulavista.gov/rec
Bud Kearns Pool Lap, recreational,
water polo and swim lessons.
2229 Morley Field Dr. (619) 692-4920
The C.rlsbad Swim Complex
Lap and recreational swimming.
3401 Monroe St. (760) 434-2860
The Carmel Mountain Ranch/Sabre
Sprln9s Community Pool Open
for lap and recreational swimming.
12171 World Trade Dr., Carmel Mountain
Ranch. (858) 674-4480
Compatltlve/Recreatlona l Rowln9
Team has competitive practices on Mission Bay. (619) 307-0018

The San Dle90 Dive Club Meet s
at Giovanni's Italian Restaurant,
9353 Clairemont Mesa Blvd.
www.dive-club.org
The San D1990 Fly Fishers Club
Free fly-casting instruction at Lake Murray. (619) 276-4822
The San D1990 Kayak Club Kayak
polo. Ned Baumer Aquatic Center in
Mira Mesa. (619) 687-2930 or visit www.
sdkc.org
San D1990 Underwater Hockey Club
Meets at The Mission Beach Plunge,
3115 Ocean Front Walk in Mission Beach.
(858) 453-1894
Seaforth Boat Rentals Sailing, powerboats, jet skis, fishing boats, canoes and
paddleboats. www.seaforthboatrental.
com
Torrey Pines Sallln9 Club Open to
all wanna-be, novice or experienced
sailors. members.cox.net/sailtpsc

-

Uplye(llty of San D1990 Masters
Swlmmln9 Workoufs. 1619) 266-231 <!

The Convalr Waterskl Club Active
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San Diego's 10
Coo l Women Of
2007
G11 I Seo its. San
D1eqo-lmpe11al
Council recent ly
held its annual
111eet111q and
voluntee1
celebration at USD·s
Joan Kroc Ce11te1
fot Peace and

-

Justice. Tim, year's

,1wardees 1ncludcd

Tn r:y J 11111.111
Rc111J S-lllliJS()ll,

aml C1rol

Lc1111

Manssa BeJarano, directo1 of Hen11an1tas MANA de S,111 D1eqo;
Ja111ce Brown. foundinq ,1ttorney of Bmwn L,1w Grnup Mary
Cla1 k. co1rn11uI11ty volu11tee1 We11clv G1llcsp1 . p1111c1pal, Frnnt1er
T1 acl1 11g; Tracy Jar111a11. fire chief of S,111 D1eqo Fire ,1nd Rc'>cue·
Peggy Johnson executive vier pt C' '>tclrnt of Qu.1lco111111. Cc11 ol
La111 senI01 vice president lcq,1I counsel. Qu<1lco111111 ,1nd fo1111e1
U111ted States Attorney; Molly Moore<,, co111111u111ty volur1tee1
and clwecto1 of Suclc nesc Tutonnq Center R,1na Sampson.
1nternat1011al crime consultant and fll'st lady of San Diego;
and Rhonda Welch Scalco cl1,111-wo111,111, Barona Band of
M1ss1011 Indians.

/

-Jane Shiomi
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Ello selected to call Toreros football
N ORTH

Cou TY TIMES

Chris Ello has been hired
s the play-by-play announcer
the University of San
(
- - - - - - - - ie o football game,s, on
~
"We're excited to have
Chris join our team," USD
athletic director Ky Snyder
said in a statement. "He has a
wealth of experience as both
a radio and television announcer, and we look forward
to him being the voice of
USD football."
Ello is in his 13th year doing sports radio in San Diego,
working at XX Sports 1090

1m-

for the past four years. He has
performed play-by-play duties
for the San Diego Sockers
(1994-95), the San Diego Wildcards (1996), the San Diego
Gulls (1996-2006) and the San
Diego Spirit (2001).
He has also called play-byplay for Padres spring training games, CIF high school
football championship games
for Channel 4, San Diego
State football and men's basketball, USD men's basketball and baseball, and arena
football for both the San
Diego Riptide (2002-05) and
Shockwave (2007).
"USD, obviously, is coming off a great year, and I look

forward to spending Saturday
afternoons and evenings this
fall with the team's growing
legion of fans and followers,"
Ello said.

-
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USD beefs up,
signs big man
By Hank Wesch,

STAFF WRITER

]
The USD men's basketball team has added(
much-needed size to its roster with the recruit- ,,- - - - - - - - ment of Nathan Lozeau, a ~10. 27~pound center
from Marysville-Pilchuck High School in Mary!r
ville, Wash., north of Seattle.
Lozeau originally signed with Eastern Washington, but asked for and received a release after
EWU fired head coach Mike Bums on May 30.
Kirk Earlywine was hired on June 15.
USD was Lozeau's choice to transfer over
severa"rschools, including Saint Mary's and Boise
State.
"It was kind of a hard decision," Lozeau said
yesterday by phone from Washington. '111 miss
Washington. But I'm looking forward to playing
for coach (Bill) Grier and being at a really nice
school."
Lozeau averaged nearly 20 points and 11 rebounds per game for a Marysville-Pilchuck team
that went 16-4 last season. He received all-state
honorable mention honors.
"I think it's a win-win situation for both Nathan
and San Diego," said Marysville-Pilchuck coach
Barry Gould. "He's not a skinny ~10, so the
toughest part of the transition (high school to
Division O isn't going to be so much physical as
mental.
"I think he11 be up to the challenge. Whether
it's next season or a year or two down the road, I
think he11 have a positive impact"
Lozeau described himself as a '1ow-blocks player." Gould said Lozeau has a "beautiful touch"
around the basket and ability to hit the short
jumper.
Lozeau will arrive in San Diego in early September and will be eligible to play next season.
In lieu of receipt of a signed letter of intent,
NCM rules prohibit Grier from commenting.
Hank Wesch: (619) 293-1853;
hank.wesch@uniontrib.com
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former US() player advances
to Acura •opportunity' semis
' "Opportunity" is knocking twice
for Emma Murphy.
' Denied in an appearance in an
earlier "opportunity" event offered
by the Acura Classic in San Clemepte, Murphy, a former USO pl~.$ gained.the semifinals of a similar competition at the San Diego
Tennis and Racquet Club yesterday by defeating Chisako Sugiyama 6--1, 6-4.
• Sugiyama, the No. 1 player at
Michigan, was competing on her
20th birthday.
• In today's semifinals at 10:30
a,m., Murphy is to oppose Sarah
Fansler, a USC player from Lagu-

na Beach. Fansler moved ahead
with a 6--1, 6--0 conquest of Julie 1
Chao of San Diego. The other
semifinal, at 1:30 p.m., is to match
Asia Muhammed of Las Vegas and
Arianna Collier of Corona.
Muhammed stopped Amel ia
Herring, a 14-year-old La Costa
Canyon High student, 6-4, 6--0, and
Collfer removed Christina Tan of
San Diego 6--2, 6--1.
The winner of the opportunity
event gains a place in the qualifying draw of the Acura, scheduled
July 28-Aug. 5 at the La Costa Resort and Spa.
- JERRY MAGEE
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USD's Rego earns national hoop award
BY PAUL DOUGW I Bl'AO-l&BAY l'REss

The Univers i\ of San Diego
(USD} women's askeiliall team
point guard Amanda Rego has been
named NCAA Division I statistical
champion for assists per game for
the 2006-07 season.
Among all Division I colleges in
the U.S., Rego served up more
assists than any other player with a
7.7 per game average. She is the
first player in USD program history
to lead the nation in the category.
The 25-year-old USD season
record for assists was a 5.23 average.
Rego played more minutes than
any other member of the Lady
Toreros while helping lead them to
their best-ever season with 21 wins.
Rego also became the first player
in the history of the program to
achieve the honor of West Coast
Conference Co-Player of the Year.
The dramatic turnaroun d in the
USD program, which earned just 9
wins the year before, was sparked
by Rego and the return of fellow
Mission Bay High School alum
Amber Sprague to the Torero line
up.
Sprague sat out the 2005-06 season with a foot injury. The red-shirt
season for 6-foot, 4-inch forward
Sprague will make her a junior in
the fall, while Rego will be in her
senior year of eligibility.
Both players were named West
Coast Conference (WCC} Player of
the Month - Sprague for November and Rego for Decembe r of
2006.
Rego also led the Toreros in steals
while Sprague led the team in
blocks and overall scoring with a

PAUL DOUGLAS IBEACH &BAY PRESS

USOToreros point guard Amanda Rego (left) was recently named NCAA Division
I statlstlcal champion tor her assist average of 7.7 per game.

14.6 points per game average.
Rego set a single-ga me assists
record with 14. She recorded double-digit assists in 12 games this
past season. Five times she has
delivered "double-doubles," including double-digit production of
assists, points or rebounds .
The entire team maintained the
intensity sparked by the local basketball talents and earned the
Toreros their first-ever berth in the
postseason Women's National lnvi-

tational Tournament.
The majority of the team will be
back in the fall, with just two
seniors leaving the program.
Rego and Sprague led Mission
Bay High School to two CIF championships. Their parents, Gilda and
John Rego, and Casey and John
Sprague, still live in Pacific Beach.
USD basketba ll program information is available from the school
at 619 260-4600 or online at
www.usdtoreros.com.
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USD's Fisher
receives extension
.
SAN DIEGO - The lmi,·
versity of San Diego has announced that hea women·s
basketball coach Cindy, Fisher has received a multi-year
contract extension.
"We are pleased to have
secured Cindy Fisher's continuity with our program. She
has demonstrated tremendous success in a short
amount of time," Ky Snyder,
USD's executive director of
athletics, said in a statement.
Fisher, the 2007 West Coast
Conference co-coach of the
year, orchestrated the biggest
turnaround iri program history this past season and guided
the Toreros to a second-place
finish in the West Coast Conference along with the program's first 20-win season.
Neither the financial
terms nor the length of Fish.
er's new deal were released..,,,,,,,,
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h hasn't lost yen to be a player

USD's

Mickelson near y s o

This is where Tun Mickelson grew up,

Tim
way into U.S. Open field

with his back yard as a hole of golf, and

By Brandon Meachum

• Seen from across a canyon, approximately 150 yards away, is a swath of white amid
the browns and greens of the land.
A closer look reveals hundreds of golf
balls, seemingly out of place; that is, until
you look back up the hill. There lies a golf
hole, complete with a contoured fairway,
deep rough patches and sloping green with
two pin locations.

where he developed a competitive streak
that has taken him to the brink of professional golf, and to USD as its head men's
golf coach.
Years ago, Mickelson was following in
the footsteps of his famous brother, Phil,
and trying to play golf professionally. He
was dedicated, spending long hours in his
Mustang traveling from course to course to
play tournaments.
He carried his belongings to and from
events and scraped by. Eventually, he decided he had seen and done enough, and

wanted no rnore of the rigorous schedule of
an amateur trying to make it big.
But golf is in his veins. Even though
Mickelson also played basketball, soccer
and baseball as a teen, golf is what he came
back to; after all, it was the family sport. So
Mickelson went to San Diego State and was
the assistant ·golf coach for two years, before leaving to head the program at USD.
"ljust felt like it wasn't me at the time, but
I knew I wanted to stay in golf," Mickelson
said. "I thought coaching would be a great
way to continue to play golf, but also to

l

SEE

Mickelson, D6

Tim Mickelson, standing near his coaching office, may not ·
want to leave USD and Join his older brother Phil as a pro, but
he would like to compete more. Laura Embry/ Union-Tribune
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trump his own logic.
This is a guy who turns 30
today but refuses to let his college athletes beat him in wind
sprints. This is a guy who at 25
told the athletic director at USD
that he would stop at nothing
short of a national championship. This is a guy who competes with everything he has to
shape kids' lives and help them beat his older brother in everyget better."
thing including golf, the sport
Better is an understatement in which Phil has made millions
Under Mickelson's tutelage the and sits just behind Tiger
Toreros went from being in the Woods for second in the world.
230s out of about 290 teams in
''To call him competitive
his first season, to 76th after his would be an understatement,"
fourth year. While the adminis- Phil Mickelson Sr. said. "If you
trators at USD were at first can make it to qualifying for the
skeptical about hiring a head U.S. Open as an amateur, that
coach who was just 25 at the says a lot And he wa ju t one
time, Mickelson poured his shot from doing that."
time and effort into the job.
But even as Mickelson plays
He convinced the athletic di- more and more events - he is
rector to bump up his scholar- to play at least three more this
ship!;i from 11/2 to 4½, then summer - he insists coaching
ramped up the practice sched- is where he wants to be, albeit
ule to five days a week. Then he with a little tournament play on
got out on the recruiting trail, the side.
traveling around California and
'The whole reason I play
up to Washington to sign up these events is to get the comgolfers. He spent his off time petitive juices back flowing,"
fundraising for the team's tour- Mickelson said. "Playing with
naments in Hawaii and for its my guys is fun, but it is comnew practice facility.
pletely different than playing a
But while the team continues four-day 72 hole tournament.
to progress, the competitive But I don't think that playing in
juices still tug at Mickelson.
these events will change my
After five years, Mickelson mind on playing professionalregained his amateur status last )y."
summer, and began playing in
While the pro tour appears to
some of the tournaments he be off the table at this point,
used to play in before he tuck- Mickelson's long-term goal i
ed his clubs away. Then just to be a member of the Walker
.last month, Mickelson missed Cup team: which is the amateur
out by one stroke on qualifying equivalent of the Ryder Cup
for the U.S. Open, where he team that plays against Europe.
would have joined his older But to do that, he must play in
brother.
more tournaments and with
"I think I have the game, the each tournament he plays in or
talent (to play professionally)," coaches in, his competitive
Mickelson said. "It is just a juices become harder to quell.
question of whether I want to
"It is tougher than I thought
do it I am having fun doing it would be, because as a coach,
what I am doing, so why would it is out of my hands as soon as
I want to change that just to go we get on the course," Mickeltry something I have already son said.
tried that I didn't feel was right
for me?"
Brandon Meachum is a
His competitive nature may Union-Tribune intern in Sports.

► MICKELSON

CONTINUED FROM PAGE D1

-Golf coach still
wants own shot
at tournaments
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Cerda commffs to USD (
Oceanside High shortstop
Matt Cerda, who played on
the 2001 Oceanside American
little League World Series
team, has committed to play at ·
USD. Cerda batted .305 for
the Pirates in 2006 with five
homers, 23 RBI and 18 stolen
bases. Cerda, a senior, can
make the commitment official
during the early signing period in November.
Steve Brand: (619) 293-1854;
steve.brand@unionJrib.com
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To have and have not
Ex-Toreros on Beckham's team are in different payroll galaxy

By Mark ZelcJler
STAFF WRITER

et's do the math.
Let's say David Beckham plays in 17
games with the Los Angeles Galaxy
this season, not counting playoffs and not
counting games he is expected to miss while
on national-team duty with England. Let's
say he plays 1,500 total minutes. With a $6.5
million annual salary from the Galaxy, that
works out to roughly $4,300 per minute.
Or put another way: Beckham will make
as much in three minutes on the field as
'1Illates Lance Friesz and Michael Caso
make all year.
Friesz laughs and says, "Wow. Is that
true?"
But Friesz and Caso aren't about to grab
"Shame on the Galaxy" signs and star ·
eting outside The Home Depot Cent
unfair labor practices. They are what
League Soccer calls "developmental
ers," which is a politically correct wa
saying they make the equivalent of$
hour to be professional soccer playe
Each also is this, though: David Be
ham's teammate. How many people c
that?
Consider that less than a year ago,
were at the University of San Diego rid
buses around the Pacific Northwest to play
college soccer matches on soggy fields in
freezing rain in front of crowds that numbered in the dozens.
And that on Sunday night they were in the
Geffen wing of the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles, walking down the
red carpet as paparazzi snapped photos, mingling inside with A-list Hollywood celebrities

L

invited to the Beckhams' private welcoming
party thrown by Tom Cruise and Will Smith.
Caso met basketball stars LeBron James
and Carmelo Anthony, who flew in just for
the party. Friesz chatted with Cruise and
Smith and their wives, thanking them for
throwing the shindig. Then he went to hear
the evening's musical entertainment by ...
is that ... yes it is . . . Stevie Wonder.
"Pretty unbelievable," Friesz says. "I've
never experienced anything like that"
Neither Friesz nor Caso was taken in the
four-round MLS draft in January, and as the
season approached both admit they figur.ed
their pro soccer careers might be over
before they started. Friesz caught on with
the Galaxy first, signing a developmental
contract in March to be the club's No. 3 goalkeeper. Caso, a central midfielder who also
can play up top, first tried out with the Portland Timbers of the United Soccer Leagues
and didn't sign with the Galaxy until two
weeks ago.
Caso had just arrived in Las Vegas to celebrate his 23rd birthday when he got the call.
He hopped on a flight back to Los Angeles
a few hours later - to accept a job that pays
$248 a week.
"111 always be able to say I played with David Beckham and be around for this whole
experience," Caso says. "He's been one of
the better players in the world for years. I've
watched him, like everybody else, in England and in the English Premier League."
Developmental players and their paltry
salaries have become a sore point for the
league and its players union. The idea was
to expand rosters and give more players a
better chance at making senior rosters, but
suddenly having a guy making 500 times

more than his teammates has accentuated
the issue.
Most developmental players need help
from their parents. Friesz, who has a degree in business administration from USO,
still lives at home in Laguna Niguel and
commutes to Carson. Other players have
talked of eating at McDonald's, sleeping on
couches, needing rides to practice because
they can't afford a car. Beckham lives in a
$22 million mansion in Beverley Hills and
has a fleet of luxury cars.
Caso and Friesz, the lowest paid players
on the Galaxy roster, commiserate with their
developmental brethren across the league.
They also know their $12,900 comes with a
priceless bonus.
"There's no other team right now that has
the exposure that we're going to get," Friesz
says. 'There's Japanese 1V covering our .
practices right now. It's crazy.... You can't
put a price tag on that."
Developmental players generally ply their
trade in anonymity, practicing with the first
team but rarely seeing action in anything
but reserve games attended by fewer fans
than watched them in college. But Beckham
changes everything, starting with the slew
of televised exhibition games scheduled for
no other reason than to give fans in other
locales a chance to see him. And who knows
which scouts might be watching.
"We have a bunch of exhibition games,
and sometimes they might throw one of us
in there," Caso said. ''You never know, you
might get an opportunity to play, and hopefully you do well:"
Mark Zeitler: (619) 293-2205;
mark.zeigler@uniontrib.com
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Lance Friesz Is the Galaxy's No. 3 'keeper. Los Angeles Galaxy photo

Michael Caso recently signed with L.A. Los Angeles Galaxy photo
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Ex·USD football
coach
Fonner USO
Kevin McGany lost an appeal
yesterday affecting one segment
of the wrongful termination and
defamation suit filed against the
school nearly ~ years ago.
A state appellate court upheld
a Superior Court ruling that had
struck his defamation claims
against two USO officials. Other
claims in his suit, including
wrongful termination for his
2ro3 firing, are still in play.

loses around in court appeal
cGany had tried to force
two Union-Tribune reporters to
testify in an effort to prove USO
officials made false and defamatory statements about him shortly after his termination. But the
Union-Tribune refused, citing
the Shield I.aw that protects reporters from divulging sources.
Yesterday, the Court of Appeal ruled that even if the reporters had testified to the limited
degree McGany sought, the
testimony would not have satisfied McGarry's burden to show
a likelih9>()(1 of success in prov-

ing defamation.
However, McGarry disagreed and blamed the newspaper for hurting his case.
"Gutless guys at the UnionTribune think it's more important to protect some imaginary
First Amendment right of free..
dom of the press over my reputation," he said.
McGarry said USO "had no
reason (to fire him), so they
made stuff up, and you guys
(the Union-Tribune) printed it."
Now he says he might go bankrupt because of it.
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·sunwaves work for first place
By Phillip Brents
FOR THE

EAST CoUI',,\' CALIFORNIAN

With two games remaining on
their regular season schedule, the
San Diego Sunwaves are poised t.9
make a run for the USL W-League
Western Conference title - and
perhaps the league title.
The Sunwaves, bolstered by the
addition of Mexican superstar
Maribel Dominguez, moved into
first place in the Western
Conference standings by defeating last year's W-League champions, the Vancouver Whitecaps, by
a convincing 4-1 score July 11 at
USD's. Torero Stadiuijl. The
Whitecaps had entered the game
holding a two-point advantage in
the conference standings but left
down a point.
The Sunwaves, with victories in
their final two games against the
visiting Ft. Collins Force (Friday,
July 20, 6:30 p.m.) and Seattle
Sounders (Sunday, July 22, 3
p.m.), can clinch first place in the
conference standings and a home
playoff game.
Dominguez scored the final
goal in the Sunwaves' spirited win
against Vancouver on a booming
45-yard shot that caught nearly all
of the announced crowd of 2,743
- and Whitecaps goalkeeper Cori
Alexander - by surprise.
With two games left, San Diego
is 6-3-1 with 19 points - tied
with Seattle (6-3-1 ). Vancouveffts
5-2-3 with 18 points, followed by
Ft. Collins at 4-6-1 with 13 points.
Vancouver and Ft. Collins both
have one game remaining.
Sunwaves head coach Elio
Bello called the Whitecaps "a
great team."
"But we studied the film and
came up with a good game plan
that kept things in check," he said.
" Katie (Miyake), Ana (Gutierrez)
and Lisa (Gomez) kept a very
close eye on Tiffeny (Milbrett) all
night. In fact , the entire team really did an awesome job."

The Sunwaves were left seeing
red when they departed Vancouver
a month earlier after playing to a
disappointing 2-2 draw. San
Diego owned a 2-0 lead before the
hosts tied the match with unanswered goals in the final six minutes. The tying goal came in stoppage time .
In the rematch, while wearing
red, the Sunwaves avenged the
early season draw in a gritty game
for first place. The large crowd
not only came to see the
Sunwaves' debut of Dominguez
but also the return of U.S. international Tiffeny Milbrett, . the
Whitecaps ' star player.
Not to disappoint, Milbrett

scored Vancouver's lone goal.
But Milbrett could not rescue
her team this time.
San Diego scored two unanswered first-half goals to lead 2-0.
Elizabeth Remy took a perfect
feed from USO teammate Amy
Epsten and put in it for a I- 0 lead
in the 13th minute. Epsten, tallying in the third consecutive game,
knocked in a misplayed rebound
near the Vancouver net three minutes later.
Sunwaves goalkeeper Sophia
Perez denied Milbrett in the 79th
minute before the Team USA
standout finally broke through

SEE SUNWAVES, PASE
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with a goa l in the 86th minute,
a isted by Ro Hick , to halve
the San Di ego lead to 2-1 .
But the host qui ckly negated
anoth er miraculou s Whitec ap s
rally by scoring twice in the waning stages of the match.
Dominquez as isted on Rebekah
Patrick ' s goal in the 87th minute
before Marigol, as she is called,
amazed everyone with her longrange laser shot at the 89:00 mark .
Leigh Ann Robinson received
credit
for
the
assist
on
Dominguez's first goal as a
Sunwave.
Bello called possessing a 2-0
lead as "the worst lead to have."
"There's a tendency to relax.
One goal and it's a game," Bello
said. "(Against Vancouver), we
stepped up and kept attacking. I'm
very proud of our team. We played
smart and with lots of organization, leadership and heart."
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